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Personal Triumph, Inspiration, and Setting Goals Drive
Contest Winners

Legendary Coach
Johnson Dies at age 89

Black History Essay Contest Winners - Week Four

Artevus Leon Nettles

Christie Creamer

Aubrey C. Cheek

photos by Barry A. McIntosh

by Barry A, Mc Intosh
Challenger General Manager
Aubrey C. Cheek
Even though 8 year old
Aubrey Cheek came in 3rd
place in the first writing
contest she ever entered,
she was still "very sur
prised" when she found out

her essay of Ruby Bridges
won first place.
Her previous writing
contest experience which
resulted in a 3rd place fin
ish came when she wrote
about a business she would
like to have. The business
she chose was Party

Planning for Kids. She won
$50.00 for her efforts.
Aubrey said she "kind
of got really excited," when
she was told of this win
ning essay, though she was
n’t really thinking she was
going to win, consequently
she was just entering

Blacks and Hollywood: Packer
Issues Challenge, Saying Now’s
The Time To Capture Success

because there might have
been a chance.
Why did she choose to
write about Ruby Bridges?
She had a book about her
and could get a lot of infor
mation. Aubrey also rea
soned that,"a lot of people
wouldn’t write about her

because she wasn’t as
famous as Martin Luther
King."
She enjoys all of her
classes at school, but if
pressed to pick her favorite,
she said, it would have to
be reading and writing. She
loves reading outside of

school as well, and enjoys
dance classes. While she
hasn’t really thought too
much about what she wants
to be when she grows up...
it is quite a way off, she
may want to be a dance
class teacher.
Mom Kelley and Dad
Rog were excited for their
daughter, and are probably
real proud of her answer
when asked, what she
would do with her earn
ings. Aubrey said, "I’ll
probably save it. I might
spend a little of it."
Christie Creamer
Twelve
year
old
Christie Creamer has
already been through what
most of us will never have
to experience. Four years

Winners
continued on pg. 11

This week The Weekly Challenger kicks off a unique relationship with the University of
South Florida. Journalism students in their program will be partnering with The Challenger on
story ideas and community events. Our first student journalist is Matt Nelson.
Nelson is a junior and earning a minor in political science. Nelson is a 2000 graduate of
Gibbs High School and has lived in the area since 1984.
This semester he agreed to cover Midtown almost exclusively for his journalism studies at
school. Nelson shares a passion for city government and covering local news. Recently, he was
offered an internship at City Hall. Nelson’s articles can also be read in USF St. Petersburg’s
newspaper the Crow’s Nest. This week for The Challenger, Nelson wrote the review of the
newest musical to hit St. Petersburg, The Manhattan Casino.

■I

At The Manhattan

II

The Manhattan Casino, a legendary jazz club has come backfrom an
old faded, newspaper clip memory to a full-scale musical at St.
Petersburg’s Coliseum.
Part of the evening’s entertainment was provided
by Marcus Walker, who brought the audience
to their feet.
William Packer, Jr. of
Rainforest Productions,
a St. Petersburg native,
was the featured quest
speaker.
by Roger K, Clendening
LARGO— Hollywood
and America may not have
any Black-owned and con
trolled movie production
studios but Will Packer Jr.
says the time is ripe for
building on recent Black
filmmaking success that
could lead to one.
St. Petersburg native
Packer, with his Sarasota
partner, Rob Hardy, are
"makin’ movies, yall," as
they say on their Rainforest
Productions website. The
duo, graduates of Florida A
& M University, released
"Lockdown," their third
major film, this month.
Research demonstrates
that
African-American
moviegoers spend more
money, per capita, than any
other group of Americans.
That spending power, rep
resenting millions of dol
lars in profits for movie
industry studios, gives
Blacks a leg up on influ
encing the industry, main
tains Packer, a graduate of
St.
Petersburg
High
School.
Reminding his audi
ence that "we live in a cap
italistic society," he pointed

Mr. and Mrs. “Buster” Cooper with Don McRae.
“Buster” had a house band at the Manhattan. Don
McRae also played at the Manahttan

Sandra Rooks, Vice-President, and Randolph
Lightfoot, president, of the Pinellas County
African -American History Museum, Inc.
photos by Rassi

out that "Hollywood, first
and foremost, is a business
and, like any industry, is all
about the bottom line."
Packer offered his per
spective to a group of
Black and white movers
and shakers attending a
reception last week honor
ing those who provided
financial support for the
fourth annual Florida
African American Heritage
Celebration. In the audi
ence were his proud par
ents, William Sr. and
Byrice Packer.
"As an audience, we
have a certain level of
power,"
says
Packer.
"Hollywood will make
what we go and see."
The African-American
history of Rainforest Films
is a solid example. Packer
and Hardy collaborated on
their first venture while
still in college, making

their
first
movie,
"Chocolate City," with a
budget of $20,000.
Their
budget
for
"Lockdown" was $5-million, thanks, in part, to
Black moviegoers who
have flooded movie houses
and bought DVD’s of Trois
and Trois II: Pandora’s
Box, and to a budding part
nership
with
SONY
Studios, one of the world’s
largest studios.
Packer offered another
example of the power
African-Americans wield.
He reported that Pepsi
recently made a multi-million dollar settlement with
Rap Star Ludicrus and
Russell Simmons, owner of
Def Jam Records, when
Black-predominant Hip
Hop industry
leaders

Packer
continued on pg. 9

Al Williams, one of just
a few surviving mem
bers of the Manhattan
Casino’s House Bands

by Matt Nelson
The rhythm is translu
cent to the drama of an
incredible era. The jazz,
while soothing, has enough
kick to keep even the
youngest audience member
awake. The swift stomping
swing is sweet and the
place was jiving once
again. While this is not on
22nd Street South, it is at
the Coliseum.
Manhattan
Casino

school the Wildbulls rarely
lost, if ever. It is said that
when the Wildbulls lost,
the impact was similar to a
presidential assassination.
This spirit of winning
would go with him for the
rest of his life. "The late
coach of New Stanton
High
School
in
Jacksonville,
Florida,
James "Bubbling" Small,
once said, "Bubba Johnson
defined the position of run
ning back in Central and
Northern Florida. Coach
Small knew him as a play
er and as a fellow col
league in coaching.
Upon graduating from
Howard Academy in 1932,
he would go on to distin
guish himself at Florida
A&M University where he
continued his athletic
prowess. His elusiveness
also earned him the nick
name
"Snake
Hips"
Johnson. As a result of his
many records at running
back, he would eventually
be elected to FAMU’s Hall
of Fame.

Coach
continued on pg. 19

Healthcare Gap—and

Perceptions Of itDivides Blacks and
Whites---------------------by George E, Curry
NEW YORK (NNPA)
- Not only are there racial
and ethnic disparities in the
United States healthcare
system, African-Americans
and Whites widely differ in
their perception of the
problem,
a
recentlyreleased study concludes.
"Americans see racism
as a problem for this nation
in many areas, including
healthcare," the report
observes. "From receiving
a lesser quality of medical

care based on one’s racial
or ethnic background to the
question of how often
racism stands in the way of
appropriate treatment, at
least a plurality of the pub
lic sees a problem that
needs to be solved.
"But the public percep
tions of the shape, depth,
and dimension of these
problems vary dramatical
ly, often depending on
one’s own background."

Healthcare
continued on pg. 20

!> «!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
African-American Art Council Seeks Members - Pg. 3
Forum Examines Ethnicity And Race In A Changing America - Pg. 5
Eckerd Students Protest Possible U.S. Action Against Iraq - Pg. 8
Check Out the African-American Artists Exhibits! - Pg. 8
Chef Elzo Atwater of American Sunday Plate
catered the opening night private reception.
photos by Bill Thomas

brings St. Petersburg’s
Black neighborhood cul
ture to the forefront of
community conscience.
The history of what is now

referred to as Midtown, is
deep and large enough to
paint on a staged sized can-

Casino
continued on pg. 7

Do You Want to Save Money in
Your Business?----------------------------Drug Free America
Foundation, Inc. is a drug
prevention organization
committed to developing,
promoting and sustaining
global strategies, policies
and laws that will reduce
illegal drug use, drug
addiction,
drug-related
injury and death.
The workplace is as

by Jim Thorpe
OCALA—
Reuben
"Bubba" Johnson, a great
athlete, educator, and
coach was bom April 1,
1913 in Ocala, Florida. His
parents were Reuben and
Lula Johnson, Sr. At an
early age his parents
instilled in him the impor
tance of an education. His
aspirations would not be
dimmed by the sick system
of Jim and Jane Crow laws.
It was in him to succeed
and succeed he did.
While in high school at
Howard Academy he
would distinguish himself
as one of Florida’s greatest
running backs. While
wearing the "Blue and
gold" he played for the late
Coach James E. "No Loss"
Boss. Many had often
heard Coach Boss say,
"that because of his speed
and elusiveness as a run
ner, that there was no need
to practice downfield
blocking for him." Once he
was sprung beyond the
linebackers, he was on his
way to the end zone.
During his era in high

badly harmed by drugs as
any segment of American
society. It is estimated that
drug use in the workplace
costs in excess of $100 bil
lion per year. These costs
result from greater absen
teeism (three times as
often), tardiness (three
times as often), on-the-job
accidents (3.6 times more

frequent) and increased
workers’
compensation
insurance claims (five
times as many). Add
itionally, drug users are
only two-thirds as produc
tive as nonusers, and
increased thefts, damaged
equipment, and a myriad of

Money
continued on pg. 6
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General Manager
Few individuals make
a major impact on others
during their lifetime. Even
less accomplish things that
remain in memory after
they pass. Mr. Cleveland
Johnson is an exception to
both. His philosophy was
clear and simple. One
could not argue about his
focus and how it was the
catalyst that influenced the
vision of countless people
who met him.
Mr. Johnson was an
entrepreneur in the truest
sense. He created a suc
cessful newspaper, The
Weekly Challenger, out of
virtually nothing, and in
doing so he controlled his

bv Lucius Gantt
© 2003 Lucius Gantt
The Speaker of the
Florida House of Repre
sentatives, Johnnie Byrd,
R-Plant City, is getting a
lot of criticism regarding
his "communications pro
gram" and here is some
more!
Byrd has budgeted about $614,268 to hire at
least 13 people to follow
him around the capitol and
to record his "best mo
ments." He is having news
conferences that are re
corded by on staff still and
video photographers. And,
Byrd is sending his own
video "highlights" to more
than a dozen TV stations

the views of The Weekly Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not advocating the following
of any advice or suggestion expressed.
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Submissions to The Weekly Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for considerations of liability.
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run all or part of any submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due to timeliness or
newsworthiness.

©The Weekly Challenger

Black Resistance to
War is Imperative —
by Ron Daniels
“War. what is it good
for...absolutely nothing
...” Ironically these are the
insightful words of a popu
lar R&B group named
WAR! As Bush the youn
ger prepares to follow in
the footsteps of his father
and unleash an attack against Iraq, resistance to
his misadventure is mount
ing in the United States
and the world. More and
more people are conclud
ing that this is an unjust
war.
According to the polls,
more than 70% of the peo
ple of Western Europe op
pose Bush’s obsession
with toppling Saddam
Hussein. Even in the U.S. a
solid majority is in favor of
giving the U.N. inspection
teams more time and op
pose a war against Iraq
which is prosecuted with
out the sanction of the Se
curity Council. On January
18, by some estimates, the

A.N.S.W.E.R. Coalition
mobilized upwards of
500,000 people in Wash
ington, D.C... for the most
massive anti-war demon
stration since the Viet Nam
War.
Thousands
more
marched in numerous ci
ties across the country and
hundreds of thousands
more turned out for anti
war rallies and demonstra
tions in Europe. January
20, Black Voices for Peace,
under the brilliant and cou
rageous leadership of Damu Smith, packed more
than 3,000 people into Ply
mouth
Congregational
Church in Washington,
D.C. (where Rev. Graylan
Hagler is Pastor) for a se
ries of educational work
shops and a mass rally for
peace and justice.
Much of the public is
acutely aware that Saddam
Hussein is a defanged dic
tator who is already isolat
ed,confined and incapable

too much spending.
Moreover, a 1997 U.S.
Census Bureau report
showed that Blacks spent
from .5 — 15% more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for
necessities like Food, Tele
phone, Utilities, Clothing,
and Major Appliances.
Another study by the
National Tour Association
showed that the Black fam
ily median income was
54% - 65% of white fami
lies in the four age groups
35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and
65+. Conversely, the same
study reported that a Black
family earning $30,000 a
year spends as much as a
white
family earning
$50,000. No wonder that

the success they’ve achieved.
For those of us who
were not privileged to meet
Mr. Johnson and fully un
derstand his philosophy, it
does us well to understand
the import of the words,
"Black People Must Sell
As Well As Buy, Else
Remain A ‘Beggar Race.’"
This is critically important
when we look at this equa
tion from the buying side.
For example, the National
Urban League reported that
during the decade of the
90s, "African-American
buying power increased
almost 73 percent." The
challenge we face with that
increase in disposable in
come is the problem with

Mr.

Johnson

stressed

"Selling" over "Buying."

The net result: a negative

net worth for a significant
majority of African-Ameri
cans when compared to

white Americans with com
parable incomes.
"Cleve," as many af
fectionately called him, is

no longer here, but the

stark reality of our plight

remains. It thus does us all

well to reflect heavily on

what motivated him, his
legacy:

"Black

PeQple

Must Sell As Well As Buy,

Else Remain A ‘Beggar

Race’," lest we find our

selves failing to heed Mr.

Johnson’s warning issued

out of love and respect for

all of us!

around the state.
What's up with that?
I'll tell you what's up!
We don't need a racist
communications program
to promote and market a
racist legislative leader.
Hold on, some may
say Rep. Byrd is not a rac
ist. He's not a racist be
cause he knows the words
to "We Shall Overcome" or
he's not a racist because he
smiles at the House jani
tors who wipe up his
spilled coffee. He's not a
racist because he didn't fire
the Black House employ
ees who were hired by De
mocrat James Harold
Thompson ten years ago.
I say-you are a racist if

you have total disregard ida whether they voted for
and disrespect for the Flor him or not, whether they
ida Small and Minority voted Republican or not!
Business Act. I say you are Florida is a diverse state
a racist if your communi and Rep. Byrd should seek
cations staff has few, if to have diversity in every
any, Black communica thing that he does!
tions professionals. I say
Florida's best commu
you are a racist if your nicators are not all white.
communications are not Florida's best photogra
sent to Black-owned TV phers are not all white.
stations in Pensacola and Florida's best legislators
to Black radio stations and and elected officials are
newspapers all over the not all white!
Sunshine State!
Byrd thinks he is help
Byrd is the House ing the Republican Party
Speaker for all Floridians. by his biased hiring and
He is not just a white firing. He thinks he is help
House Speaker or a Repub ing President Bush and
lican House Speaker.
Governor Bush by tripping
Byrd represents every like he is on some kind of
citizen in the State of Flor political crack! They had

better tell him! He had bet
ter listen and talk to Senate
President Jim King!
That small but growing
number of Blacks in Flor
ida who want to work with
and support the Republican
Party will not sit still and
let Rep. Byrd tear down
everything people are try
ing to build regarding a re
lationship between Blacks
and the GOP!
If all of the Black Re
publicans are afraid to say
something to Rep. Byrd about his insensitivity to
Black citizens and to the
Black Press, I am not. If all
of the Black House Mem
bers and other Black elect
ed officials are scared, the

people are not afraid!
If Byrd wants to spend
our tax dollars on whatever
he wants to spend it on, it
would behoove him to
spend some with us!
The Republicans who
say they love Black citi
zens and want to work with
the Black community
should open their eyes and
see that you can't be our
friend and the devil's friend
at the same time. (Lucius
Gantt’s book, I Talked
About The Beast, is avail
able now. Contact Lucius
at lbgantt@aol.com)
On Feb. 9, 1971, Leroy
“Satchel” Paige was

inducted into Baseball’s,
Hall of Fame.'

Hunger And Homelessness: The Real
Homeland Security Issues—---- ---------

COLUMNIST’S DISCLAIMER

All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical may be
reproduced without expressed consent.

working for someone else,
and buying and spending
more than selling has per
petuated some level of sub
jugation.
An
often-repeated
story from those who tried
as they could to write sto
ries for him was his
response to essentially "go
sell an ad, and keep your
story." He promoted the
participation in commercial
enterprise, controlling your
destiny. In addition, he
backed up what initially
seemed like a harsh request
by taking so many under
his wings and training them
to "sell." This town is filled
with people who took his
advice, and are forever
indebted to Mr. Johnson for

Representative Byrd a Racist?

The views expressed by The Challenger
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destiny, and helped others
do the same. That is what
he preached incessantly; be
in control of your own des
tiny. To achieve that sort of
freedom, one must sell, and
even more importantly, sell
what belongs to them, not
someone else’s product or
service, ln other words,
find yourself a business,
work it, be successful at it,
and thus dramatically re
duce your dependence up
on others for support.
Working for someone else,
and having them control
your income, has relegated
many African-Americans
to a beggar race, in some
cases more severely than
others. Nevertheless, as
Mr. Johnson experienced if

Marian Wright Edelman

by Marian Wright Edelman
The U.S. Conference
of Mayors released its 18 th
annual "Status Report on
Hunger and Homelessness
in America’s Cities." The
mayors’ report was an ur
gent reminder of how
many families are strug
gling mightily to keep food
on the table and a roof over
their heads. It found that
hunger and homelessness
rose sharply over the last
year in the twenty-five
cities surveyed while re
sources to meet these
needs declined. In every
city, the mayors expect re
quests for both emergency
food assistance and shelter
to increase during 2003.
Freezing temperatures and

of posing a threat to na
tions in the region, let
alone the U.S. While Iraq
may possess weapons of
mass destruction, they are
not the only nation in the
world which has them.
Most experts agree that
North Korea poses a much
greater threat than Iraq.
But North Korea is not the
fourth largest oil-produc
ing nation in the world. All
of the drama and theatrics
orchestrated by Bush and

budget cuts have created a
significant rise in home
lessness and hunger.
I believe if you want to
work, you ought to be able
to find a job. And if you are
working, you ought not to
live in poverty. Yet nearly
forty percent of the adults
surveyed who requested
food assistance and more
than one in five homeless
adults were employed but
still just couldn’t make
ends meet.
Our stereotypical im
age of a homeless person
or someone in a soup kit
chen line is not usually a
child. But children often
constitute a large part of
the face of hunger and
homelessness in our coun
try. Forty percent of the
homeless population in
survey cities were families
with children, and half of
those requesting emergen
cy food assistance were
families with children.
Many had to be turned
down because cities did
not have enough resources
to go around. Imagine be
ing the parent in one of
those families. How would
company notwithstanding,
most of the world includ
ing a majority of Ameri
cans do not view Iraq as a
clear and present danger to
this country.
This war is really
about oil. As Nelson Man
dela so forcefully put again
in a recent statement,
Bush’s running buddies in
the energy industry are an
xious to get their hands on
those huge Iraqi oil fields.
The arms industry is

it feel returning from a
food pantry to face your
hungry children emptyhanded? And how must it
feel when a family has no
place to sleep or has to be
split up in order to receive
shelter? Nearly forty per
cent of families’ requests
for emergency shelter sim
ply went unmet.
Why is there no room
for our children in our 21st
century inn in the wealthi
est nation on earth? Why
are our political leaders
cutting the heating and
shelter and child care and
child health assistance
children desperately need
while squandering hun
dreds of billions of dollars
on tax cuts for million
aires?
City officials believe
there are a number of rea
sons hunger and homeless
ness are rising across the
country. They cite high
housing costs as the lead
ing cause of hunger, fol
lowed by unemployment,
low wages, and the econo
mic downturn. They be
lieve lack of affordable
housing is also the leading
also smiling all the way to
the bank. Beyond the
seductive attraction of
profit, however, this war is
also about creating a cli
mate of “permanent crisis”
- using the war against ter
rorism and the pending war
against Iraq as a pretext to
stifle dissent, ignore the so
cial and economic needs of
people in this country and
roll back many of the gains
won during the civil rights
movement.

cause of homelessness, fol
lowed by low-paying jobs,
substance abuse, mental
illness, domestic violence,
and unemployment. Yet the
United States Senate voted
in January to cut programs
to reduce substance abuse
and help the mentally ill,
and the Bush administra
tion dragged its feet in ex
tending
unemployment
compensation benefits un
til after Christmas. We for
got that there are real hu
man beings behind every
statistic—people like Mrs.
Arlene Cruz, a 55-year old
grandmother struggling to
care for the four grandchil
dren she rescued from fos
ter care and whose plight
was chronicled by the New
York Times.
Mrs. Cruz tried vali
antly to deliver the chil
dren to their Manhattan pu
blic schools starting from a
different homeless shelter
each day. She worked at a
low-wage supermarket job
but was unable to get a
voucher for childcare be
cause she was not on wel
fare. She tried to make
ends meet by adding a shift
While our civil liberties are
being shredded and civil
rights forestalled, Bush is
proposing yet another tax
cut for the wealthy as a
perverted strategy for stim
ulating a moribund econo
my and shaky Stock Mar
ket. The economy is reel
ing, but Bush is still pre
pared to incur a one trillion
dollar deficit over the next
few years (I thought one of
the cardinal tenets of
Republicanism was a “bal-

as a hospital aide. When
her health failed, the fami
ly fell deeper and deeper
into a bottomless pit with
out a home. Should Mrs.
Cruz and the more than
two million grandparents
like her struggling to keep
families together lack the
support they need—espe
cially when foster care and
homeless shelters cost tax
payers so much more than
decent child care and hous
ing assistance? Are the
hurdles Mrs. Cruz was
forced to overcome in or
der to survive and keep her
grandchildren together the
best this nation can do? I
don’t think so. It’s time to
stand up to leaders who say
we cannot afford to feed
and house our children but
can afford to fund a war against Iraq and to spend
billions to prepare for a
Star Wars missile defense
system when children face
the daily terrors on Earth
of abuse, neglect, violence,
poverty, and preventable
sickness.
For the first time, the
mayors’ report calls on the
federal government to take

anced budget”).
Black opposition to the
war against Iraq is impera
tive. In the same spirit that
Martin Luther King op
posed the Viet Nam War
and Kwame Ture declared
“hell no we won’t go,”
Africans in America must
follow the lead of organi
zations like Black Voices
for Peace and become mas
sively involved in openly
and vocally expressing our
resistance to the madness

specific actions, includin
"building upon Presidei
Bush’s request for aid I
the homeless, as part of
comprehensive effort t
end homelessness withi
ten years," ”enact[ing]
national housing ager
da... which would pi
thousands of Americans t
work," and "streamlinin
anti-hunger programs." W
can and must make endin
disgraceful hunger, home
lessness, and child povert
a national priority. Th
grandparents and parent
struggling to hold their fa
milies together would a
gree that food and shelte
and a job are the most ur
gent homeland securit
issues they face.
Marian Wright Edel
man is President am
Founder of the Children'.
Defense Fund whose mis
sion is to Leave No Chili
Behind® and to ensur<
every child a Healthy Start
a Head Start, a Fair Start
a Safe Start, and a Mora
Start in life and successfu
passage to adulthood witl
the help of caring familiei
and communities.
of Bush’s mach
We must «
against Iraq as
the dreams and
of millions of
as well as those
of people of col
and working ]
must declare tt
black folks are
“war is absolute
nothing!”

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
Downing Foundation Presents
Williams Park Brown Bag
Concert------------------------------------------ST. PETERSBURG The Al Downing Tampa
Bay Jazz Association pres
ents The Linda Nash Quar
tet in concert at Williams
Park on Friday, February
28, 2003 at 11:30 a.m.
Ms. Nash is an accom

plished jazz and classical
flutist and vocalist. Round
ing out the quartet is Glen
Stevenson, bassist, Lyle
Warner on drums and John
Thomas, kekyboard.
The group has per
formed at the Clearwater

Jazz Festival, The Times
Festival of Reading, First
Night St. Petersburg and
many venues throughout
the Tampa Bay area.
For more information,
contact Estelle Young at
(727) 820-0081.

Hel|^ Eliminate Health Disparity
Women’s Series Aims

ST. PETERSBURG Did you know that in
Pinellas County, Black
infants are 2.6 times more
likely to die before their
first birthday than white
babies? Also alarming are
the statistics that Black
infants are 2 times more
likely to be bom weighing
2.5 pounds less than white
children, and that 43% of
Black children under 18
are poor compared to 9.7%
of white children.

To Help

Want to change these
statistics? Want to make a
difference in your commu
nity, in your home, in your
life? There is fun to be had,
information to be shared,
food to be enjoyed and
door prizes to be won dur
ing a free six-week series
on women, family and
child health.
The program begins
on March 11, and runs
again on March 25, April
8, April 22, May 13, and

May 27, or every other
Tuesday at the Sanderlin
Center. The times are from
6-7:30 p.m. A free pack
of diapers will be given
away to the first 10 partic
ipants!
The Sanderlin Center
is located at 2335 22nd
Ave. South. For more
information, contact Mar
quetta with Healthy Start
Outreach at (727) 8926789.

St. Petersburg Youth Compete
In Naming Contest For
Planned African-American
Museum-----------------------------------------Location

is

the ne wly redeveloped Jordan Park Community

The St. Petersburg
Housing Authority will
coordinate a naming con
test for St. Petersburg
Youth to name a planned
African American Musef.r
urn; in the newly redevel
oped Jordan Park Com
munity. The contest is
open to all school age chil
dren and youth of St.
Petersburg, with the Grand
Prize being $250.00.
The contest begins
February 28, 2003 and

ends Friday, March 28,
2003 at 5pm.
Youth are asked to cre
ate a name for the museum
and to design a poster de
scribing the chosen name.
Projects cari be individual
or team effort. All entries
must be submitted on a 22
x 28 inch size poster,
include correct informa
tion, and a one-page expla
nation of why the name
was chosen. Entries must
be returned to the main

office of the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority, located
at 3250 Fifth Avenue
North in St. Petersburg. 5
finalist will be selected and
asked to make a 2 to 5
minutfe presentation before
the St. Petersburg Housing
board of commissioners to
be considered the final
contest winner.
For further informa
tion, please contact Syl
Farrell at (727) 323-3173
ext. 342.

Join In The Fun Of Bicycle Safety!
ST. PETERSBURG On Saturday, March 1, the
Police Athletic League
(PALj of Woodlawn Park
will kick off its 6th Annual
Bicycle Safety Rodeo.
From 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., the
PAL invites you to join
them for a morning of fun

and education where kids
and parents can leam the
basics of bike safety and
the importance of bike hel
mets! There will also be a
limited number of helmets
to give away at the event.
Participants will also
receive a Certificate of

TAMPA BAY - The and spiritual growth of all terly meeting will be held
African-American Arts citizens of the greater Tam April 13, 2003 at 4pm at
Council (AAAC) is seek pa Bay area. The Council the Arts Center in St.
ing local artists in the .also sponsors community Petersburg.
Tampa Bay area to provide events such as KWANThis year's Board offi
support for sponsored ZAA and works to provide cers include Carolyn
community events and art technical assistance to Hobbs, President, Jaunita
programs.
local artist, and consult Suber, 1st Vice President,
The AAAC is a non ants.
Sayeda Hofiz, 2nd Vice
profit organization found
Anyone who has a pas President, Sonja Nieratko,
ed by Carolyn Hobbs in sion for the arts is encour Secretary and Crystal
1988. The council is dedi aged to seek membership Pruitt, Conununity Liai
cated to the promotion of with the organization. son.
the arts for the advance Meetings are held quarter
For more information,
ment of cultural, educa ly on the 2nd Sunday of please contact Carolyn
tional, social, economic the month. The next quar Hobbs at 727 323-7004.

Family Literacy Program Offered
By Computer Mentors Group —Martin Luther King Blvd,
Suite C, Tampa, Florida.
The program began Mon
day, February 7, 2003 and
runs now through July 31,
2003. There are morning,
afternoon, evening and
weekend hours available tb
family members.
This is a great way to
leam with your children.
.O’Jfc <5lb5v 1,^: iiOZUtUOH

Coney Accounting and Tax Solutions
------------------ Certified Public Accountant
Accounting * Taxation * Computer Applications * Auditing I

Electronic Filing, Fast Refunds; 24 hour Refund
J
Anticipation Loans, Proprietorships and Corporations,1
Day-Care Providers, Not-For-Profits,
No upfront costs when fees are deducted from refund J

Angela Y. Coney, CPA
Owner

701 22nd Avenue South, #2
st. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-7522
coneyactg @ msn.com

Rotary Club Offers Aide
ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg Midtown Rotary Club will be
making a grant of ten
three-person dome tents'
and ten adult sleeping bags
along with a small amount
of other camping gear to a
nonprofit organization that
serves inner-city or disad
vantaged children up to 18
years of age. The camping
gear has been used once
and is valued at about
$1,000.
Organizations wishing
to apply for this grant may
obtain an application by
contacting Diane Anderson
at (727) 898-9653. Or email Anderson at Wolf-

On February 19,
1919, the 1st Pan
African Congress
was held in
Paris, France.

SongMe@aol.com
and
provide her with your
mailing address. The dead
line for completing the
grant application is March
15, 2003.
Organizations may be

asked to make a presenta
tion to the St. Petersburg
Midtown Rotary Club at
one of its regular meetings
on Tuesdays at 12:15 PM
at the Batter's Eye Res
taurant at Tropicana Field.

Completion.
Woodlawn Park is
located at 1450 16th St. N.
For this event, children
must be accompanied by
an adult. For more info,
please call (727)892-5946.

African-American Arts Council
of Greater Tampa Bay Seeks
Support From Local

TAMPA - Computer
Mentors Group, Inc., and
VISION Program of Hills
borough Community Col
lege are proud to announce
the opening of the Step It
Up Program - a family
centered literacy and com
puter training program.
Step It Up program is
located at 2802 E. Dr

CPizi-znti...

Publix

COMMUNITY
BILLBOARD

----- ---------------------

Step It Up offers one-onone training utilizing the
Laubach reading method,
computer skills training
WorkKeys and a comput
er-learning center open to
the public: Everyone in the
family is welcome. Par
ticipating families will
leam how to increase their
reading skills, be guests at
educational, .field trips; to
local museums, theaters,
and aquariums; when full
participation is completed
each family will receive a
FREE computer! Each par
ticipant will have the op
portunity to work together
to increase their reading
skills in a fun and support
ive family environment.
For more information
please call the Step It Up
Program Manger, Eugene
Hodge at 813-232-0383 or
email him at ehodge@
hccfl.edu.

in

GOOD
HEALTH
TO YOU!
by Bettye Burnett-Scott,
R.N.,M.S.

Sleep! Choice or Option?
You may be one of the
fifty million Americans
who often times discover
that the "land of nod" is a
figment of one’s imagina
tion. Tossing and turning
during the night is a com
mon experience for many
people. In medical terms it
is referred to as sleep im
pairment or sleep disor
ders.
According to the Na
tional Sleep Foundation,
Medical experts estimate
that the majority of the
population suffers from
one sleep disorder or an
other. Sometimes persons
may sleep too little, others
may sleep too much. Fewer
people are known to sleep
"fitfully." The basic prob
lem may be one or a com
bination of factors. Re
gardless of what the cause
may be, sleep deprivation
is considered to be a seri
ous factor. Insufficient per
iods of constant or recur
ring sleep is dangerous in
dividually and environ
mentally.
The most commonly
known sleep disorder is.,
called Insomnia or the in
ability tosleep. Insomnia is
not a disease.
In our 24-hour society
of supermarket pharmacies
and TV program viewing,
sleep disorders have be
come a common phenome
na where persons are rob
bed of natural vitality. "Go
getter" Type A persons tend
to get along without sleep
for hours, even days with
little sleep. Not everyone
needs the same amount of
sleep. Research shows the

needs range from 4 hours
to 8 hours...power naps
may supplement when time
is available. Sleep influ
ences every aspect of phys
ical and emotional balance.
Try to identify the
cause of any sleep disorder
you may be experiencing.
Have you ever worked
long hours or double shifts,
and experienced constant
stress? Perhaps you may
have fallen asleep while
driving. Insufficient sleep
in these situations not only
jeopardize the individual,
but co-workers, other com
muters, perhaps patients
and san create workplace
emergencies. There are
simple mistakes that cause
disastrous outcomes. Ac
cording. to the Highway
Safety Commission, thou
sands of persons are in
jured or killed each year in
auto accidents. Impaired
concentration and mental
focus reduces one’s com
prehension and environ
mental alertness. The im
pact of a lack of sleep can
also lead to traveling acci
dents, on land, in the air or
on the waterways.
A t simple lifestyle
change may be the answer
to getting a good night’s
sleep. Things, like moon
lighting, or substance abuse need to be evaluated.
Sleep is a powerful energy
restorative factor and
healthy sleep will keep you
functioning at your highest
level. Don’t put your health
at stake; make a lifestyle
adjustment.
Choice Or Option You Decide!
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SILVER STAR SOCIAL CLUB

Star 16
FEATURING

Silver Star Social Club will be having
their ‘Spring Bash’ Darice at Curtis
Hall, 4834 - 18th Ave. South, St. Pete
March 1, 2003, 8 p.m. - until

Music by CJ the Dj
Please See Any Member For' Tickets or
Call Mary Parker, President @ (727) 821-5192

7 Acc-efit Wo'tii&w.

& P7P

We Specialize Also In:
• Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
• Carpal Tunnel
• Fibromyalgia
H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULARMASSAGE

NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

• Al Downing Foundation Presents Brown
Bag Concert in the Park Featuring The Linda
Nash Quartet, Friday, Feb. 28, 11:30 a.m.,
Williams Park.
• PAL’s 6th Annual Bicycle Safety Rodeo,
Saturday, March 1, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Woodlawn Park, 1450 16th St. N. For more
info, call 892-5946.
• Silver Star Social Club Spring Bash,
Saturday, March 1, 8 p.m., Curtis Hall,
4834 18th Ave. So; For more info, call Mary
Parker, President at 821-5192.

• Free Series on Women, Family and Child
Health, beginning March 11 at the Sanderlin
Center. See article this page for more info.

Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit

5am-10am

DIANE HUGHES:

5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best

in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS:

10am-1 pm Just playing the

music the way you like it.

MICHEALT:

Old school and music to drive home by.

TONY CHARLES: Take you

back home with your favorite

blues and 'chu-chu7 oldies 9pm-2am .

• ‘Step It Up’ Family Literacy and Computer
Training Program, now through July 31. See
article this page for more info.

For Advertising Call
Donza Drummond, Sales Manager

• Naming Contest for African-American
Museum. Deadline is March 28, 5 p.m.
See details in article on this page.

REQUEST LINE 864-1600

328-7600
3727 Central Avenue
LIC. #MM005879
FAX 328-8869

B.J.:

For more information about Community
Billboard, cail us at (727) 896-2922

727-821-9947

Serving/ T<imya (Bay Since 1976
Office: 327-WRXB (9792) "
2060 - 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues
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The Historic All American AfricanAmerican Communities Of The 20th
Century-------------------------------------------------
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THAT
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by Mabel Cooper

by Fenn Ellery

linger in their hearts forev
er. May God bless each of
you individually. Barbara
Davis.
*****

Open Letter #3 To
Mayor Rick Baker
This column contained
two Open Letters to St.
Petersburg Mayor Rick
Baker on Sept. 5 and Sept.
12, 2002. They detailed a
number of questions and
problems - roughly a doz
en, from the racial income
gap to the Chinese Are
Coming (getting ready to
eat our technology lunch).
After some delays we
were able to sit for awhile
and run over some of the
concerns. There are a lot of
them. Some are very
strong. As a policy this
columnist has been "look
ing for heroes." The meet
ing gave some direct
inputs, but more on this
below.
Helen Levine, who
works directly for Mayor
Baker and specializes in
educational
concerns,
started the meeting before
Rick Baker could join us.
After the meeting I re
ceived a letter from Mr.
Baker and Deputy Mayor
Tish Elston with more in
formation and a New
sletter.
To cap matters, and to
do more reading and re
search - and hope my
prayers would be answered

and control, found it easy
to believe in Black ACT
inferiority - while making
it a "self fulfilling prophe
cy". We could have been
remedying the effects of
slavery - particularly in the
14 DECADES since the
Civil War ended! - just as
we have found millions
and billions for other caus
es!
Vast sums to rebuild
the Nazis and the Japanese
we were taught to hate.
Recently the airlines
and 9/11 victims and dam
age. Was it 33,000 body
bags from Korea? Vast
sums to simultaneously
rebuild South Korea and
teach large segments to
resent us, even hate us,
now incomprehensibly to
prefer reunification with
dictator Kim Jung II!
How about those Viet
namese? Boy, we really
found the billions for LBJ
to teach them a lesson! No,
it's not funny that some
how we elected people to
ante up tens of billions
when needed from taxpay
er pockets - but not to
unghetto
Segregation.
Rebuild, rebalance!
The Midtown News

relevant data from

letter from the Deputy

Census 2000 to arrive
through the City -1 waited
for the latest community
meeting with Deputy May
or Goliath Davis II. (More
later!)
Talking with Rick Ba
ker is not a new experi
ence. When Pat and I
worked with Omali Yeshi
tela on his mayoral cam
paign I had a lot of oppor
tunity to observe Rick, and
a few to talk with him. As
a politician in running we
got to hear a lot about what
he would do if elected, and
about his political promis
es.
"Looking for heroes"?
Mayor Baker is heroic, but
not yet a Hero. Below I
will explain more fully
both what he has done, and
what he needs to do.
Actually, in truth, isn't it
fairly difficult to call any
politician a "hero"?
Rick Baker is a strong
and capable leader. But
like the rest of us who put
our pants (or skirts, shorts,
or kilts) on one leg at a
time, he is - a combination
of strengths and weakness
es! And that's not bad, and
not derogatory. We are for
tunate to have a strong
Mayor so dedicated and
effective.
There are some truths
that need to be spoken by
our leaders, and neither
Baker nor Davis are saying
them. Author Baker well
knows the Mayor-Smithcreated roots of Segre
gation from the late 1930's.
Both know it was imposed
without any hearing, proof
or evidence that St. Peters
burg's Black ACTs (Amer
ican Citizen Taxpayers)
were inferior.
The white ACT com
munities, with the majority

Mayor is gIowing. It is so
full of good stories, busi
nesses, etc., that it is al
most like we "can't see the
forest for the trees". (More
on that later.) DIP - the
Dome Industrial Park
(20.7 acres) - is obviously
a big tree.
Green's Bakery and
Sandwich Shop has relo
cated to 3065 18th Ave.
So.
One of these days, if
the City seriously expands
the "Ambassador" concept
and program, as it should,
more people will know
that Green's is located
close to 1-275, and 34th St.
With some advertising and
an expanded line, etc.,
their business can grow.
Watch
out,
Mrs.
Field's, Mrs. Green's may
come up behind you - if it
wants to expand into a
franchiseable sandwich
shop with the right busi
ness plan, venture capital,
etc. Moses Holmes' busi
ness, Paragon Cleaning, is
working with Jim Conner
and First Class Coach. If
all these can get support
from
BDC/Business
Development Center...?
We'll plan to pick up
here next week, Part II. We
could even talk about the
late Cleve Johnson's views
on Selling. But if Mrs.
Green ever plans to do to
this columnist's waistline
what Famous Amos has
done - my chocolate chip
cookie (craving, habit,
addiction) for many years I should have stopped ear
lier. ..!
Fenn Ellery - (727)
866-2540. E-mail: patnfenn@aol.com

for

It’s very hard to say, “Thy
will be done,” but still we
know when loved ones
leave us, it’s according to
God’s will.
*****
Harvey D. Rutledge

Sixteenth Street between 16th and 17th Avenues South in 1978
The Norman E. Jones Collection

bv Norman E. Jones
Large and small Negro
communities took on an
identity between the two
World Wars. The mass exit
of America's colorful un
derclass residents went
back and forth from their
rural territories to the
urban environment in the
West, East, North and
South.
They were the prod
ucts of the times and their
lives and actions were
geared to the ultimate
quest of all living crea
tures, survival in a strange
and hostile environment.
It was in this period
and in these environs that
the Negro was "On His
Own" for the first time in
America. Whatever he did
was the result of his own
efforts, without govern
mental crutches to prop
him up. He proved that he
-could not only survive, but
thrive, in the new areas
that were slowly becoming
accessible. Mostly using
his own creativity, energy,
and thrift, the Negro adapt

ed himself to free enter
prise and the established
democratic system of
America with astonishing
results.
For such refugees,
with 'hard cash' in their
jeans for the first time in
their lives, having a good
time naturally played a
major role in their newly
found freedom. Theaters,
especially those with live
shows, proved the prime
entertainment. All citizens,
regardless of their church
affiliation, could be seen at
the theaters. Many of the
theaters in the Negro
neighborhoods
became
show houses for the The
ater Owners Booking
Agency. (TOBA) These
venues were at the top of
the rung for all Negro per
formers. Climbing, as they
did, from the medicine
tents, on yacgpt lojs, neigh
borhood circuses , and car
nivals, the theater brought
immediate success for the
performers as well as en
joyment to the patrons.
The Negro performers

had it made when they
made the TOBA. It meant
employment for at least 40
weeks out of the year. For
the more talented and the
lucky, other opportunities
lay ahead in Broadway
Shows, dramas, vaudeville
and motion pictures. How
ever, for most the enter
tainers, being in the TOBA
was the apex of their
careers.
These theaters also
provided vehicles for the
producers, playwrights and
other facets of show busi
ness among Negroes.
TOBA based theaters were
also the "Flagship Institu
tions" in the Negro Busi
ness Communities. They
offered locations for cus
tomers to purchase various
goods and services for its
residents.
Sundry business places
such as barber shops, beau
ty parlors, restaurants, pool
halls, pawnshops, retail
shops, grocery stories, tai
lor shops, physician’s of
fices, dentists, and lawyers
established close ties with

the residents. Everyone
knew and cared about each
other.
They became one large
personal and extended
family. The theaters and
churches were the main
gathering places for refuge
from their repressed life in
America.
With a change of show
every week, these theaters
became the backbone of
Negro theatrical life. Many
of the shows became leg
ends in their time. Among
the better known and suc
cessful shows were: The
Irvin C. Miller's "Brownskin Models," (This was
the first-ever effort to glo
rify the beauty of the Ne
gro Women of Color) the
Whitman Sisters, featuring
Alice
Whitman,
the
World's Greatest Female
Tap Dancer, Bert Whit
man, the first of the great
Male Impersonators and
Drake and Walker of the
Lafayette Stock Players
and many more.

DAYTON ANDREWS DODGE
M-F 8:30-8:30 • Sat. 8:30 to 6:30 • Sun. 12 to 6

Family Owned
5 Star Dealer

22ml Ave. & U.S. 19 North
St. Petersburg 727-321-0500

rf991 Ford Ranger P/U Extra Cab, 6 cyl'. A/T, P/S,"! r2000 Dodge Low Top Conversion Van, Dual A/cf!
P/B, A/C
$7,916
Fold-out TV and VCR, Leather, Ground Effects,
Auto, A/C, PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt
$ 13,489
11999 GMC Sonoma SL auto, AJQ, bedliner, tool
■ box
$6,988
1999 Nissan Frontier King Cab XE, V6, 4x4, Auto,
A/C, PW/PL, 22,000 miles
$ 13,870
■ 1998 Isuzu Rodeo A/T, P/S, P/B, A/C
$7,774
2000 Dodge Durango A/T, P/S, P/B, A/C, Tilt,
Cruise, Dual A/C
$14,463
11997 Ford Ranger P/U Extra Cab, 6 cyl., A/T, P/S,

j P/B, A/C

$7,916

i 1995 Ford F150 Super Cab 5.0 V8, auto, A/C,
J brush guard, sunvisor, alloy wheels
$7,995

J1999 Dodge Caravan A/T, P/S, P/B, A/C
j 54,000 miles
$7,996
11999 Ford Explorer Sport auto, A/C, V6, pw/pl/
. cruise/tilt/CD/coded entry system
$8,959

• 1999 Dodge B-1500 Low Top Conv. Van, auto,
| A/C, pw/pl/cruise/tilt, 4 captain chairs and fold■ down bed
$8,971
■ 1999 Isuzu Rodeo P/S, P/B, A/C, LS
I 38,000 miles

$9,416

11998 Dakota SLT Club Cab, auto, V6, A/C, PW,
■ PL, Cruise, Tilt, Bedliner, Premium Sound System,
•Bed Liner. 45,000 miles
$10,771
• 1997 Ram 1500 Club Cab Sport V8, Auto, CD,
■ PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt/Bedliner
! 46,000 miles.
$10,900
. 1998 Dodge Mark III Conversion
| Loaded, 56,000 miles

2000 Nissan Frontier SE V6, Crew Cab, Auto,
A/C, PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt/CD, Nerf Bars
38,000 miles
$14,987
1999 Ford F-350 XLT Super Duty Crew Cab, V10,
Auto, A/C, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Bedliner
$15,791
2002 Dodge B-3500 15 Pass Van PW/PL/Cruise/
Tilt, V8, Auto
$15,995
2003 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab, A/T, P/S, P/B,
A/C
$18,474
2001 Dodge Dakota 4 Door, P/W, P/L,
Tilt, Cruise, 4 Wheel Drive. 18,000 miles
$19,977

2002 Ford XLT Super Cab 4 dr., V8, Auto,
PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt/CD and 10 Disc. Player,
Tonneau Cover, Bedliner, 29,000 miles $18,977

2000 Chevrolet 2500 Silverado 4-Dr., LT Leather,
Auto/AC, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Heated Power Seat
$20,750

2002 2500HD 4x4 Ext-Cab LS 4-Door,
Auto, 6.0 V8, A/C, PW/PL/Cruise,
Tilt, Alloys, Bedliner
$12,907
11,000 miles
$25,850
-i i--------------------------------------------------------------------- i

12000 Ram 1500 Laramie SLT 5.2 V8, Auto,

L

2001 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab Laramie SLT,
V8, Auto, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Bedliner $14,945

$11,444

11998 Ford F-150 XLT Super Cab, V8, Auto, A/C,
■ PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Two-Tone Paint, Alloys, Tool
I Box
$11,949

: PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt
122,000 miles

2002 Dodge Work Van, V8, A/C, Auto
J to choose from
$14,500

LOVE IS IMMORTAL
AND GOD’S GIFT IS
DIVINE
Beautiful in mind,
body and spirit, Harvey D.
Rutledge will be forever
missed and mourned by his
devoted wife, Helena, chil
dren, other relatives and
friends.
He loved Helena, and
she loved him in return.
Harvey kept a beautiful
smile on his face and good
will in his heart...to the
very end. He is gone, but
his presence will live on
and on...in the hearts of
his family members and
friends.
This
writer,
through Helena, shared a
small part of Harvey’s
grandiose life.
Like his wife, he had a
multitude of friends, in
cluding Rufus Thompson
and wife Almeta. Perhaps
the most significant thing
that one person could say
of another is that Harvey
was indeed everyone’s
friend, and he will be
missed by every one of
them.
After an up-and-down
illness, he suffered a stroke
January 23, 1990, while at
a funeral for his godmoth
er in Jacksonville. In and
out of hospitals and nurs
ing homes, on February
17,2003, while a patient in
Mariner Nursing Home, he
passed away. We hope and
pray that Harvey has found
sweet rest at last.
In addition to grieving
relatives here in our town,
out-of-town
survivors
were: two daughters,
Gwendolyn Weldon and
Essie Davis; one son, Har
vey Rutledge, Jr., all of
Philadelphia, PA; one sis
ter, Rebecca Jackson,
Evanston, IL; one adopted
sister, Mary (Theodore)
Ross, Jacksonville; two
aunts; one uncle; many
grands and great grands,
cousins and nieces, neph
ews; one brother-in-law,
Rudolph Reed; and one
stepdaughter, Carliess Da
vis and her husband, Her
bert, both of our town.
Memorial service was
held Saturday, Feb. 22,
2003, at 11:00 a.m. at Mt.
Zion AME Church, 919 20th St. S„ St. Petersburg.
Officiating Pastor, Rever
end Clarence Williams.
*****

IN THE SAME
The family of the late
Mary Nelson Washington
wishes to acknowledge
their sincere appreciation
to their many friends who
stood by them in their loss
of a precious jewel of their
family. Your kind acts will

MY OBSERVATION
My observation of the
Manhattan Casino, the
new 22nd Street South mu
sical, was not what I ex
pected. We attended the
February 22 matinee...and
maybe this scribe “missed
the boat”. I grew up in the
“hey days” of the rise and
fall of the Manhattan Casi
no and didn’t recall any re
semblance (if any) of the
good times we had going
to the home of “Happy
Feet” as it was called then.
I was disappointed in
what 1 saw and heard.
Maybe I was expecting too
much from Bob Devin
Jones and Bill Leaven
good, directors, and Rick
Stewart, musical director
and arranger, who were not
around during those times.
So, readers, don’t take
my word for it - go and see
the musical for yourself.
Some people like coffee,
and some people like
tea...so to speak. You be
the judge.

DID YOU GO?
To the Ebony Scholars
program last Sunday, Feb
ruary 23, at 6:00 p.m. at
McCabe United Methodist
Church, 2800 - 26th Ave
nue S. If not, you missed a
treat. According to Will
iam Dandy, baritone sing
er, it was his last appear
ance in concert in our
town, something “our
home town” brother has
done for five years, I be
lieve he said...so he’s call
ing it quits. Health wise, he
said his voice was telling
him so. We will miss hear
ing that melodious bari
tone voice singing Negro
spirituals. We wish him the
best.
*****
AND NOW A BIT OF
HUMOR
Harry Jones was a pro
minent member of a frater
nal lodge. At the breakfast
table, he was relating to his
wife an incident that oc
curred at the lodge that
previous night. The presi
dent of the lodge offered a
silk hat to the brother who
could stand up and truth
fully say that during his
mamed life he had never
kissed any woman but his
own wife.
“And would you be
lieve it, Helen - not a soul
stood up!”
“Harry,” his wife said,
‘why didn’t you stand
up?”

“Well,” he replied, “1
was going to, but I know I
look like hell in a silk hat.”
*****

UNTIL NEXT WRITE
AROUND, STAY
LOOSE!

News Deadline Is 4

P.m. Monday
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THE ART
OF LIVIN'
by Norman E. Jones, II

This is not the first
time fast cars raced
through the streets of St.
Petersburg. The Trams-Am
Series raced eight times in
the Pelican City beginning
in 1985. African-Amer
ican, Willy T. Ribbs won in
1997.

Is Good For Entire
Bay Area--------------Money, prestige and
identity is only a part of
the this area's hosting of
the Inaugural Grand Prix
of St. Petersburg last
weekend. The noise and
inconvenience was wel
comed to our waterfront by
the residents directly im
pacted, most of the rest of
this city's population, and
our international winter
visitors.
As a service to the
readers of this column, I
am more concerned with
the economic impact to the
African-American cultural
communities in this city.
On stage at the St.
Petersburg Coliseum, Ma
yor Rick Baker, while pre
senting a proclamation to
The LiveArts Peninsula
Foundation at the opening
of the musical Manhattan
Casino, mentioned the
Grand Prix as an excellent
opportunity for businesses
and commerce in the fu
ture of this (His) city. "We
will no longer be identified
as a sleepy retirement
city," said Baker. The St.
Petersburg Grand prix is
drawing interest for devel
opers to take a serious look
to at our city's future. . ant
Doe-Al’s Bar B - Que
was one of the event's ven
dors, and several AfricanAmericans worked in the

event. Mt. Zion Progres
sive Missionary Baptist
Church picked up some
cash by parking cars at the
St. Petersburg Times em
ployee's parking lots.
I spoke to several local
residents, asking them
their opinions of the St.
Petersburg Grand Prix. I
requested comments for
this column from those
who attended the event and
those who did not attend.
Surprisingly, many Afri
can-Americans who did
not attend were as en
thused ajjout the races as
those who witnessed the
races.
Businessman, Grady
Terrell, III, owner of Ter
rell Industries feels as I do.
"The Grand Prix brought
new people with new cash
to spend in our communi
ty," said Terrell. "Some of
this money has to benefit
our businesses and resi
dents."
Latacha Kirkland, an
employee of Value Ser
vices said, "This is a bless
ing for me. It offers me the
opportunity for me to
receive extra cash for our
household." ......
Shaun King,; of the
Super Bowl Champion,
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
was honored as one of the
event's Grand Marshals.

Hospice Partners
With Stein Mart For
Donations ———
ST. PETERSBURG It’s time to spring clean the
closets and find "gently
used," laundered clothing
to donate to Hospice Thrift
Shops during the Trade In,
Trade Up event, March 7
and 8, at Pinellas County
Stein Mart locations dur
ing regular store hours.
During these two days
bring clothing on hangers
to any of the four Stein
Mart locations in Pinellas
County and in exchange
for each garment donated,
you will receive a coupon
(maximum of four) worth
20 percent off any one
item at Stein Mart. For
more information, please
contact Karen Agnello at

the south Pinellas County
Stein Mart, (727) 8988814.
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Willy Ribbs, the only
African-American to
ever race in the history
of the Indianapolis 500.
The Norman E. Jones
Collection

This columnist was
present in Indianapolis,
IN., in 1997 when Ribbs
made history as the first,
and only African-Ameri
can to "atari his engine" at
the historic Indy 500. As a
matter of fact, my earthly
father, the late Norman E.
Jones, was honored by Bill
France, Sr., at the Talla
dega Race Track by pre
senting the Norman E.
Jones Trophy. The recogni
tion went to the pit crew of
the winning car in the 1971
race.
Norman E, Jones may
be reached by writing to
The Weekly Challenger,
2500 Dr. Martin Luther
King Street, South, St.
Petersburg, FL 33912, call
ing (727) 896-2922 or
Email at normanjones
@aol.com.

Free Tax Preparation
ST. PETERSBURG Haven’t filed your tax re
turn? Expecting a refund?
Don’t want to pay too
much for having someone
file it for you? Well, why
pay anything at all?
The James B. Sanderl
in Family Center has qual
ified tax preparers who
have been trained by the
IRS who will prepare your
tax return and e-mail it to
the IRS for FREE! There is

absolutely no cost to you.
Tax preparations are
done
Tuesdays
and
Thursdays from 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m., and on
Saturdays from 9:00 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.
If you have any ques
tions, please feel free to
contact the Center at 3219444 or simply stop by.
The Center is located at
2335 - 22nd Ave. South.

* I

For Your
Reading
Pleasure

1

Syndicated
feature column
www.photogravhvbv-iames.com

by Valder Beebe

Spring Forum
Addresses ‘Ethnicity
And Race In A
Changing America’ —
ST. PETERSBURG St. Petersburg has been
selected as one of several
cities nationwide to host a
Preview Forum to discuss
the topic "Ethnicity and
Race in a Changing Amer
ica." A Roundtable Inc.
public engagement cam
paign, funded by the Ford
Foundation, this event will
be held on Tuesday, March
11, at the University of
South Florida, St. Peters
burg.
This forum will be
held in conjunction with
similar forums held con
currently in other cities.
The purpose of this event
is to entourage honest dia
logue between journalists
and the public on the sub
ject of race in our commu
nity.
Locally, the roundtable
event will feature previews
of four, forthcoming PBS
documentaries that address
racial issues. After view
ing; ‘ audience participants
and journalists will break

into several round tables
for discussion.
Keith
Woods of the Poynter
Institute for Media Studies
will facilitate.
A total of four race re
lated documentaries will
subsequently air on PBS
television to encourage
further debate and thought.
Dates of airing have not
yet been scheduled.
The Preview Forum is
sponsored by the League
of Women Voters of the St.
Petersburg area and the
Journalism Studies depart
ment, at USF St. Peters
burg.
The forum will be held
from 6-8pm at the Campus
Activities Center, USF St.
Petersburg, located at
Sixth Ave. So. and Second
St. in St. Petersburg. The
event is free and open to
the public. A light buffet
will be served at no cost.
For more info, call
392-7263 or 823-2917. ■ '

Becoming a Published
Author
Author, Theresa Banks
Paperback-90 Pages-2002
Publisher: Ellacec Publish
ing
In a world filled with
shelves bulging with an
overabundance of books in
the self-help section, Be
coming a Published Au
thor is a true-self help
book. Author, Theresa
Banks has created an in
formative, direct assis
tance, autonomous book.
(4 of 5 ★★**) Valder
Beebe
Writers seeking the
self-publishing path or the
challenges of snagging a
contract through a major
publisher [or their imprint
division] will find Becom
ing a Published Author
written as synopsis infor
mation an asset to that

quest.
In quick, short
chapters: Submitting to
Literary Agents, Working
with Publishers, Self-pub
lishing basics, provides
information to the individ
ual making steps toward a
goal of getting a book pub
lished a reality.
Each
chapter provides useable
information: acquiring an
ISBN number (how this is
priced), working with the
media to promote your
book once it is self-pub
lished or published by a
publisher. Becoming a
Published Author (a
quick read), a must have
reference book with over
eighty-percent of what a
writer will encounter when
seeking to have a book
published.
Each summary chapter
focuses on the goal of get
ting a book published.
Specifics on what you
need to know, steps to
take, title of who to contact
in various industries and
how to get your book mar
keted. Banks’ direct style
in this book is without
unnecessary verbiage al
lowing the reader to go
directly to the information
of interest, without wading
through unnecessary dia
logue on the topic.

The topic of working
with a publisher and work
ing with the media are key
components when devel
oping a plan to market a
book. Theresa Banks will
be much admired for this
small book that is making
a big impact.
About the Author
Theresa Banks is mar
ried and she lives in the su
burbs outside of Chicago.
A graduate of DePaul Uni
versity, with a Bachelor's
degree in Computer Sci
ence. Her first book Wom
an of Integrity published
May 2000. Her third book
Barrenhood, a work of fic
tion will deal with a couple
battling infertility is sched
uled for release May 2003.
Theresa and her hus
band teach Becoming a
Published Author classes
at two colleges in the
Chicago area. Writers are
welcome to contact her
mail2banks @ aol.com.
Valder Beebe, CEO of
www. photo graphy-byjames.com, a Dallas news
paper Editor and syndicat
ed column writer. "Living
the life ofher dreams: with
her husband, James and
their four kids."
Star Rating
★Limited Audience
** Specific Audience
★★★Great book, Great
Writing
★★★★Exceptional book in
a variety of aspects
★★★★★Best Seller (future
or current)
*NO RATING - Photo
journalistic, documentary
or pictorial
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Office DEPOT
Hot Values

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires
Hairstyling
3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

Cool Deals

Red’s Snak Shak
1701 16th St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

SONY MCV-FD75 MAV1CA DIGITAL CAMERA
* 640 x 480 Vga resolution
• 2.5" LCD display

• 10x

optical zoom
♦ Adjustable flash
693-491

The Weekly
Challenger

MR

anks Badcock

urniture, the
Verizon
undation, and
e Tampa Bay

Rays for their

$99.99

ontributions

Reg. $49.82

VERONA LEATHER MULTIFUNCTION TASK CHAIR

meriting stu-

• Contemporary design with genuine leather seating surfaces

ents at John

• Adjustable-height back and arms

• One-touch seat-height adjustment

Hopkins

VTECH 2.4GHz CORDLESS PHONE
AND DIGITAL ANSWERING SYSTEM
♦ Cal! Waiting/Caller IO*t
» Headset ready
Model VT2468 246-367
*tCall Wathnq/Calier ID service required from
your local telephone company.

Slade 231-418

[iddle, Gibbs

Office Depot
proudly recognizes
Black History Month

High, Boca
iega High, St.

Petersburg

High, and
;ademy Prep.

OrganizationDavs
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs

Fri Sat

Just Call To Locate the Office Depot Nearest You! 1-888-GO-DEPOT (1-888-463-3768) or www.otticedepot.com

L

Prices and offers good 2/27/03 through 3/5/03 (unless otherwise noted). Some products and
offers
be available in store only. Quantities limited to in-stock items only.
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Here’s To Your Health!

If Success Is Your Goal:
What is Your Role?'

Cash For Your Own Gas Plant Story
If you have ever lived, worked or played in the old Gas Plant Area, The
Weekly Challenger wants to hear from you. Please submit a typed story,
no more than 500 words. The Weekly Challenger will pay $ 25.00 for
each story printed in our publication. Send your story to Norman E.
Jones, II by mail to 2500 Dr. Martin Luther King Street, So.,
St. Petersburg, FL. 33705 or by email to: normaniones@aol.com.

The First Annual Florida
International Children's Film
Festival Coming to Centro Ybor!
TAMPA - Centro
Ybor, Muvico and The St.
Petersburg Times, an
nounce their collaboration
in first the first annual
Florida International Chil
dren’s Film Festival, KidFlix, scheduled for two
weekends this summer
beginning June 7 through 8
and again June 14 through
15, 2003.
KidFlix will provide a
forum for parents and chil
dren of all ages to cele
brate the art of cinema and
to showcase the role that
films play in the artistic
and educational develop

ment of the youth today.
KidFlix is dedicated to
offering a diverse lineup of
films from around the
world, including anima
tion, documentaries, fea
ture films and studentmade films.
Muvico will host the
festival at its flagship loca
tion in the Centro Ybor
entertainment complex in
Ybor City. In addition to
great films, KidFlix will
also be hosting special events such as the Opening
Night Gala, a fundraiser to
benefit the Film Founda
tion of Tampa Bay.

KidFlix is still seeking
film submissions for the
following categories: An
imation (Shorts and Fea
tures), Features, Shorts,
Experimental/N on-N arrative, Television Series and
Special Presentations, Do
cumentaries and Youth
Produced Films. The sub
mission deadline is- April
15, 2003.
Visit the KidFlix web
site at www.kidflixflorida.com for more informa
tion about film submis
sions, ticket sales, special
events, and volunteer and
sponsorship opportunities.

One would think by
looking at 15 year-old
Phillip Weems, that he is
your typical, everyday
teenager. Phillip loves
playing basketball, video
games, talking on the
phone, and spending his
parents’ money at the mall.
However,' Phillip is far
from being typical. He is a
percussionist for the Pinel
las County Center for the
Arts (PCCA) and carries a
full load of honor classes
at Gibbs High School.
The Ebony Scholar
Committee recently ack
nowledged Phillip for his
superior academic achievements and is listed
among "Who’s Who" of
American High School
Students. Phillip is a musi
cian for the Gibbs High
School Gospel Choir as
well as the Jazz Band.
As a 7th grader, he was
selected by Duke Univer
sity for their Talent Iden
tification Program as an
"Academically Talented
Student," an honor that
could lead to a scholarship
if Phillip continues his
honor status throughout
high school. He currently
has a 3.5 GPA. Phillip’s
goal in life is to write and
produce music. He would
like to one day direct a full

Money

from pg. 1 —

other unnecessary costs
result from their careless
ness and behavior. The
staggering cost of drug use
in the workplace has seri
ously damaged the domes
tic and international com
petitive
position
of
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Book by: Bob Devin Jones * Lyrics by: Bob Devin Jones St Michele Lamar Richards • Music by:
Michele Lamar Richards St Danny Hamilton • Conceived and Directed by: Bob Devin Jones St Bill
Leavengood • Choreography by: Paulette Walker Johnson
Musical Direction by: Rick Steuart

St. PETERSBURG—
Exercise classes are now
being offered every Tues
day and Thursday at the
Sanderlin Center. At a cost
of $4 per session, with the
first class FREE, instructor
Anita Lewis will help you
get energized, feel re-

Become A Mentor
With Hi-Five Pinellas

(727) 898-2100 or The Coliseum (727) 892-5202

orchestra in front of a
packed theater.
As a member of the
Pinellas County chapter of
the National Urban Lea
gue’s Incentive to Excel
and Succeed (NULITES)
Youth Program, Phillip has
had opportunities to share
his goals and ambitions
with other teens striving
for success. "Being a
member of the NULITES
has given me chances to
travel, meet national ce
lebrities and to focus oh
my future. My mother has
been involved with the
Urban League as a volun
teer for eight or more
years. Her devotion is one
reason why I joined. The
staff is always looking out
for you, providing infor
mation about scholarships,
social events and encour
aging each of us to be the

best person we can be,"
said Phillip.
Success is Phillip’s
goal and his determination
will assist him in achieving
it. Also, thanks to his great
parents, Odell and Florita
Weems, and youth pro
grams’ sponsored by the
Pinellas County Urban
League for helping Phillip
to stay on track for a suc
cessful career.
The NULITES youth
program is currently re
cruiting 9th and 10th grade
students who are looking
to join a positive youth
program. If you know of
any interested students,
please contact the Urban
League at (727) 327-2081
or visit our office located
at 333-31st Stree t North,
St. Petersburg.

America’s businesses.
It is conservatively
estimated that businesses
spend between $7,000 and
$11,000 per year more to
employ a drug-using .em
ployee than a drug free
employee. In addition, be
tween 10 percent and 30
percent of the workforce in
some industries use drugs.
This means a company
with 100 employees and an
average amount of drug
users in their workforce, 20
percent or 20 drug users,
may find it loses between
$140,000 to $220,000 per
year from its bottom line
because of employee drug
use.
If employees are per
mitted to use drugs, the loss
of corporate income may
result in a loss of raises,
bonuses, promotions and
benefits for all employees.
Because
drug-using
employees are less produc
tive, work may be distrib

uted unfairly, causing other
employees to take up the
slack for drug users. This
may well result in low
morale for the harder work
ing drug free employees.
Also, drug users are often
impaired and careless,
causing greater- risk to
themselves and others
Finally, there is no cure for
addiction, and drug users
are at high risk for addic
tion. By pressuring em
ployees to choose between
a job and drugs, we may
cause them to adopt a drug
free lifestyle. This could
possibly save them from a
life of addiction, as well as
saving their job.
If a business is to be
fully competitive and prof
itable, it is necessary to
establish a drug free work
place. In support of Amer
ica’s efforts to combat
drugs, Congress passed the
Drug Free Workplace Act
of 1998 to encourage states

3600 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 322-0024 • Cell (727) 542-2189

February 20, 21, 22, 27, 28 & March 1 at 8pm

February 22, 23 & March 1 & 2 at 2pm

The Coliseum Ballroom • 535 Fourth Avenue North
St Petersburg, FL * Co-sponsored by the City of St. Petersburg

Ask for Tony
20 years experience in Hair Care
as Barber and Beautieian

SAM'S BEAUTY SALON

if

united trust
eoMhurr

tampabay.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

year for our program par
ticipants.
Application and back
ground screening are re
quired. Mentor training
and orientation is provid
ed, as well as support
throughout the length of
your match. Make a new
friend, have fun, and make
a positive impact on a
child’s future. Become a
MENTOR!
For more information,
contact Christina Young at
(727) 461-1236 (ext.366).

On February 10, 1787, Georgia's House
of Assembly named William Few,
Abraham Baldwin, William Pierce,
Georgie Walton, William Houston, and
Nathaniel Pendleton as Georgia's
commissioners to the Philadelphia
constitutional convention.
to support a drug free vide free technical and edu
workplace initiative with cational support to small
tax, insurance and legisla businesses to assist with
tive incentives. The Act the implementation of drug
also authorizes the U.S. free workplaces. Busi
Small Business Admini nesses may also qualify for
stration to grant $4 million financial assistance for
to qualified intermediaries drug testing services.
for technical and financial America 2003 will provide
assistance tb small busi employee, supervisor arid
nesses.
parent training programs
Although small busi which effectively control
nesses are the backbone of drug abuse and could qual
the American economy, ify them for a 5 percent dis
they often lack the re count on workers? compen
sources and experience of sation insurance premiums.
large employers in critical The programs are designed
areas. Combating the im to comply with city, county
pact of drugs and alcohol in and federal drug free work
the workplace is one of place regulations applica
them. For this reason, the ble to contractors, drivers,
U.S. Small Business Ad boat operators and other
ministration
awarded safety sensitive occupa
grants
organizations tions. We
welcome
nationally to assist small the opportunity to work
businesses with drug free with businesses that could
workplace education, pro benefit from our assistance.
motion, implementation, For more information afunding and support.
bout America 2003, please
Drug Free America contact Steve Marshall,
Foundation, Inc., is the Program Manager
or
proud recipient of a Christine Foley, Admini
$267,120 grant for the strative Assistant ait 727Tampa Bay area. The proj 828-0211. Please visit
ect is called America 2003 America 2003 at www.
- A Drag Free Workplace drugfreeworkplaces.org
Initiative to' symbolize our and Drug Free America
goals for Florida and Foundation, Inc. at www.
America.
dfaf.org.
America 2003 will pro

to

Please Support Our Paper
by Patronizing Our Advertisers

FindABlackOwnedBusiness.com
4 Day Business & Community
Networking Cruise

The Weekly
Challenger
thanks our spon

Thursday September 25- Monday September 29

”

Carlton Fields

PINELLAS COUNTY
- Have you ever wanted to
make a difference for a
child? If the answer is yes,
we invite you to become a
mentor with Hi-Five Pi
nellas Program. Volun
teers are needed to become
mentors to our 4th and 5th
grade students. As a men
tor, you would meet with
your child at your conven
ience and share education
al, recreational, social, and
cultural activities. Hi-Five
Pinellas also sponsors
activities throughout the
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Eckerd Youth Alternatives Program Seeks
Volunteers

Urban League Youth Member Phillip Weems

SAM'S BEAUTY SALON

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

freshed, and get fit. The
classes run from 6:30 7:30 p.m. It’s recommend
ed that you bring a floor
mat or towel.
For more information,
call the Sanderlin Center at
(727)321-9444.

TIME WARNER
CemfCXICinOlll

ClearChannel
OBTBOOI

Leaving from Tampa to Cozumel, Mexico

SPC
The semwep company

Who will be there:
• Black Owner & CEO of a Multi-million
dollar business and Publishing company
Harold Leffall Jr.
• Pastor and Business Owner Chico Dials
• Comedian featured on BET Comic View
• Health & Finance expert and much
more!!!!!

Who should come:
’ Business Owners
1 Those looking to start a business
’ Singles
1 Those just needing a vacation

Prices as low as $390 per person
Payment plan available

DEPOSIT
• $50 per person deposit due by March

9, 2003

sors for the

I.M.P.R.E.S.S.
program Edward White

Hospital and
AmSouth Bank.

Their contribu

tions allowed 12

to hold your cabin and discounted rate. (Please note: $50 deposit is non-refundable).

Pinellas County

Payment Plan Per Person: $200 due by May 10th; balance due July 10, 2003

students to

AFRICAN AMERICAN ADVENTURES, INC
727-388-3801 • Gwen Washington, Owner
•For More Information log onto www.FABOB.com or call 727-866-FIND

showcase their

writing talei
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Florida Lyric
Opera
Presents
Lunch and
CaribbeanStyle
Entertainment

-k: Betty Brown, Shirley Thornton, Betty Means, Willa Ruth,
Alyshia Green and Adrienne Reddick

Casino from pg. l
vas. That which is so pre
cisely done here. The
memories of the former
jazz club speak for an age
of enlightenment, a time
where Blacks were not
allowed to pass Central
Avenue. However, that did
n’t keep these "cats" down.
The musical takes place in
l940’s St. Petersburg,
where locals love the
Manhattan Casino. The
story shows the community
revolved around the club. It
is a time capsule and em
phasizes the importance of
family.

The musical tells the
story of Althea Dunbar,
played by Monica Raymund, a talented teenager
who dreams of singing at
' the nightclub.
Bob Devin Jones, the
director and playwright,
went where not many have
gone before when he didn’t
use greats like Louie Arm
strong and repeats of 194050 era music in his story.
However, his intuitive ima
gination sparked a new
way to look at the Man
hattan. The story was told
through originally created
music and lyrics designed
to inspire a whole new gen
eration, and old-timers as
well.
The cast of 34 was
assembled from mostly lo
cal "homegrown AfricanAmerican" residents, Jones
said. Borges, who plays
Prather Fairchild, is the
only white in the play. He
plays the role of a New
York City businessman
content on snatching Al
thea and giving her a
recording contract. The sit
uation causes a fuss with
the parents, especially her
father played by Paul A.
Stewart. Anthea must de
cide whether to give up the
man she loves and her fam
ily for the dream of being
famous singer.
The Manhattan Casino
club, a staple in St. Peters
burg’s Black community,
existed for 41 years in the
heart of 22nd Street
South’s business district. It
played to well-known ar
tists Duke Ellington, Ray
Charles, Count Basie,
Little Richard and Tina
Turner.
Gloria Bailey, who
plays Clara "the nana,"
grew up in Clearwater but
remembers the Manhattan.
"Everyone knew about
22nd Street. It was so much
fun," she said. Bailey plays
an important role in not
only the play, but solidifies
the notion that it is the
grandma who is most im
portant in Black families.
"You are going to listen to
grandma. Sometimes we
are quiet and other times,
outspoken."
The 10 show play is
produced by LiveArts Pen

insula Foundation, the
same group that brought
the hit Webb’s City: The
Musical to St. Petersburg.
The foundation’s purpose
is to bring original stories
based on Floridian history
to the stage. Artistic direc
tor Bill Leavengood hopes
to bring not only a history
lesson but a clear display of
human qualities as well.
"We (LiveArts) were estab
lished to create stories
about people. That is our
emphasis," he said.
Don McCrae, former
chief-of-staff for the city,
said the musical brought
back some fond memories.
"However, that was a dif
ferent life," he said with a
chuckle. As a young man,
McCrae frequently played
with the bands at the Man
hattan. "The club was a
community
institution.
Everyone had a fun time
and it brought joy."
Michele Lamar Ri
chards, composer and lyri
cist, is best known for her
role in The Bodyguard as
Whitney Houston’s sister.

However, the last few years
she has been focusing on
writing, and directing. "I’m
a little shy on stage, but I
love to write," she said.
Richards brings, in her
words, "a pallet of colors"
to the show. Richards also"
plays Althea’s mother,
Dorthea Dunbar. Originally
she was given the task of
just the lyrics, but produc
ers soon saw her talent to
create the score.
Mayor Rick Baker par
ticipated in the opening
night festivities. "An event
like this brings history to
life," he said. Baker pro
claimed February 20 as
"Manhattan Casino Night"
for the City of St. Peters
burg.
Subplots of the play
include whether Duke
Ellington’s band will show
at a nightclub when the
band is double booked at
another venue; the law
shutting down the club,
along with stories revolv
ing a colorful array of
interesting characters.
There
is
Speller,

Mayor Rick Baker issued a proclamation

played by Nathan Burton,
who is an instigator of trou
ble. Rosalie (Sharon E.
Scott) is the conscience of
the community and wid
owed mother of Caleb
(Phillip Howze). Caleb
hopes to use the horn his
deceased father gave him
to make it big one day.
Henry Lawrence, a three
time Super Bowl champion
with the L.A./Oakland
Raiders, plays Rat, the
Manhattan owner. He must
balance the wants of the
community and at the same
time keep financially
afloat.
The Manhattan Casino
is more than just an impor
tant former Black commu
nity fixture. For many, it
played an important role in
the building of St. Peters
burg. The musical is a mi
croscope to where things
once were and where they
will be again soon.
3 1/2 STARS (out of
4)

Pros:
Exceptional
voice talent with good
emotional story. Musical
shows the emphasis Man
hattan Casino nightclub
had on its audience and
community. Great histori
cal importance but with an
original story. Cast and
band brought a Broadway
caliber show to little ‘ol St.
Petersburg.
Cons:
Microphone
headsets were non-operational at times. The audi
ence members in the back
could not hear. But in all
fairness, it was opening
night. Some scene changes
needed to be done in dark,
not in light. It is too much
of a distraction away from
the actors.
Overall: This musical
is a must-see for every sin
gle person, no matter what
age, race or background.
The musical is not about
the famous night club.
More importantly, it’s about the people involved.

CarI Lavender informed the audience that part of
proceeds would benefit Royal Theater Boys and
Girls Club

A lavish spread awaited the cast and guests after
the opening night performance, prepared by
American Sunday Plate Catering
photos by Bill Thomas

The club is just a back
ground to a wonderfully
performed, written and di
rected show.
Director and Play
wright: Bob Devin Jones
Composer and Lyricist:
Michele Lamar Richards
Artistic Director: Bill
Leavengood
Choreographer: Pau
lette Walker Johnson
SHOW TIMES: Feb.

27, 28 and March 1 at 8
p.m. March 1, 2 at 2 p.m.

Tickets available through
TicketMaster at 813-8925202 or at the Coliseum
box office at 727-8925202.
Ticket prices: $35,
$25 and $15.

Company

The Weekly
Challenger thanks

our sponsors for the
I.M.P.R.E.S.S. pro
gram - Edward
White Hospital and
AmSouth Bank.
Their contributions
allowed 12 Pinellas

County students to
showcase their
writing talents.

We Welcome Your Letters
To The Editor. Please Send
Via Email, Fax or You May Drop
Off Your Article or Comments To
Our Office.

Coca-Cola proudly salutes tee people who made it happen. During Black History Month, it’s important
to recognize their accomplishments. But it’s even more important to remember, it’s your turn.
lilusbabor by Katfer Nelson &20Q3 The CocaCaa Company. •'Coca-Cola'’ and tee ‘Oynamic ftbtxn' are reestered trademarks o# tee Coca

On Saturday, March
15th. Florida Lyric Opera
will present Youngsters
from
John
Hopkins
School who will amaze
you with their Caribbean
Steel
Drum
bandSomething new, some
thing different! The three
course luncheon and
entertainment will be held
at The Wine Cellar, 17307
Gulf Blvd, N, North
Redington Beach starting
at 11 am and ending no
later than 2:30pm. The
cost is $18.50 all inclu
sive. To make reservations
or for more information,
call Rosalia Maresca at
727-578-1657.
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The 70th Annual Freedom Fund Footsteps in Diabetes
Local Arts Center Hosts “AfricanIf you have diabetes, contact with the health pro
Banquet
American Spirit” Exhibit
you probably already know fessional who makes up

Seated (l-r): Trenia Cox, Linda Hardaway Watkins Brenda Nelson and Emma
Watts. Standing (l-r): Mamie Rogers, William McClendon, Monique
Desmuke, Herb Snitzer and Jessie Wells

talked about event of the
year. You won't want to
miss this one.
Tickets may be pur
chased from any committee
member, executive board
member or at the branch at
1501 16th Street S. You
may contact the branch at
727-898-3310.

will be held at Tropicana
Field.
Our goal is 1000 atten
dees. We promise this to be
the most eloquent event of
the year. It will be held on
June 7 at 7:00 p.m., with
cocktails from 5:30 - 6:30
p.m. We are planning a pro
gram that will be the most

ST. PETERSBURG It is with great enthusiasm
that the St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP Banquet
Committee is planning for
the upcoming 70th Annual
Freedom Fund Award
Banquet. This year to
accommodate our entire
community, the banquet

Eckerd College Students
Organize to Protest U.S.
Foreign Policy Regarding Iraq
ST. PETERSBURG On March 5, Eckerd Col
lege students will stand up
and leave their classes at
noon to rally in protest to a
war on Iraq. The walkout
will initiate a rally in front
of Triton’s Pub, lasting
from noon to 1 p.m. Stu
dents around the country
will be participating in a
national student strike
organized by the National
Youth and Student Peace
Coalition on the same day.
March 5 will be a day of
student action at Eckerd
College, a hotbed of grow

ing anti-war sentiment. The
brief rally on Wednesday
will feature live music and
faculty speakers. Various
student groups including
EC Outreach, Earth Socie
ty, and Student Ministries
are will also be participat
ing in the event. Students
are outraged that about the
destruction that war will
cause as well as the re
sources it will waste. They
demand the Bush adminis
tration divert war resources
to address the problems of
education and world hun
ger. Eckerd students de

mand: Books not bombs!
Food not bombs!
Eckerd students are
also expressing angst re
garding Representative Bill
Young’s scheduled speak
ing appearance at the May
24 commencement cere
mony, as he signed the war
resolution in the fall and is
currently supporting an
attack on Iraq.
For more information,
contact: Julie Zollmann,
365-8883, Lucas SeippWilliams, 727-864-8934,
or Cory Anderson, 6888548.

that you face special health
challenges as the results of
your disease. People with
diabetes often suffer from
poor blood circulation,
which slows healing and
may increase the "risk of
infections. Also, because
of damaged nerves, many
people with diabetes lose
some of the sensations that
make it possible to feel hot
or cold, or the pain that
might accompany an in
juryAs you can imagine,
complications like infec
tion and injury can be par
ticularly serious when they
affect the feet. The good
news is that by taking care
of your feet, you can great
ly reduce your risk of hav
ing problems.
Ten important Foot
steps for Patients with dia
betes.
1. Check your feet:
Examine closely every day
and look for any changes
and/or breaks in skin.
2. Keep your feet
clean: Wash your feet with
soap and warm water every
day. Be certain to dry your
feet completely, including
between the toes.
3. Go soft on your
skin: You may need to ap
ply a moisturizer to your
feet every day to keep them
from becoming dry and
cracked.
4. Where your feet
are concerned avoid heat:
Do not use a heating pad or
hot water bottle on your
legs or feet for any reason.
5. Listen to your
doctor: Be sure to stay in

REGISTER FOR THE
4th ANNUAL AFRICAN AMERICAN
MEN'S HEALTH FORUM
nm

| Saturday, March 8, 2003
7:30 am - 2:00 pm
Hillsborough
Community College
Dale Mabry Campus

your diabetes care team.
Never use a medication on
your feet unless you talk to
your doctor first.
6. Let your clothes
stay loose: If you have
problems with your blood
circulation avoid crossing
your legs and stay away
from garters, girdles, or
other clothing that might
restrict blood flow to your
feet.
7. Be careful with
sharp instruments: Do Not
Cut corns or calluses off
your feet! This invites
infection. People with dia
betes need to avoid infec
tions even more than the
rest of the population.
8. Maintain a Proper
Weight: Lose weight if
you need to, because not
only well it help you con
trol your diabetes, it will
mean less pressure on your
feet.
9. Be Kind to your
feet: Wear comfortable
shoes that fit well.
10. Wear pantyhose or
socks: Tight socks or knee
highs restrict circulation.
THE DIPPER PRO
GRAM OFFERS
• FREE Diabetes Edu
cation Classes to commu
nity residents @ Enoch
Davis Center, Mondays
6:00-8:00 p.m.
• FREE Walking/Exercise Groups @ Childs Park
Recreation Center, Mon
day, Wednesday and Friday
mornings at 5:30 a.m.
• In-Office Screenings,
Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday from 10:00 a.m.3:00 p.m. or call to sched
ule an appointment.
For more information,’
contact us TODAY:
FRONT
PORCH
COMMUNITY DIPPER
PROGRAM,
1621 16TH STREET SOUTH,
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
33705 (727) 897-9129.
Email:
DIPPER frontporch@verizon.net
Bettye Burnett-Scott,
Program Coordinator

ST. PETERSBURG The Arts Center will pres
ent The African-American
Spirit Through the Eyes of
the Artist, with five exhibi
tions celebrating AfricanAmerican heritage from
March 7 through April 25.
The program is free and
open to the public.
"We spent a lot of time
looking for artists who
express their heritage in
their art," said Amanda
Cooper, the Arts Center’s
director of exhibitions.
"We researched different
artists who incorporate
their African-American
culture in their work and
came up with a very mov
ing body of artwork."
Educational program
ming includes curriculum
guides for teachers and free
docent-led tours of the
exhibits for school children
followed by hands-on art
activities. There will be
field trips supported in part
by the Pinellas County
School System, which pro
vides buses for children
from the schools to the Arts
Center to experience dif
ferent cultures through art.
"I like this show because it
is very personal," said
Cooper. "The artists create
work around family, ances
tors and personal posses
sions. It’s very moving."
Exhibition Details
The United Financial
and Curtis Galleries will
house the exhibition, Im
ages of the Spirit, in which
the artists celebrate Afri
can-American
heritage
through drawings, paint
ings, and photography.
Each utilizes photography
in a unique way. Guggen
heim Fellow Albert Chong,
who was born in Jamaica
and now lives in Boulder,
CO. manipulates old pho
tographs of his family and
digitally
superimposes
flowers, etc., making them

The Weekly Challenger

into icons. Atlantan Rad
cliffe Bailey, whose work
is in the collections of the
Art Institute of Chicago
and the Metropolitan Mu
seum of Art in New York,
starts with an old photo
graph, either personal to
him or discovered in a flea
market. He then makes it
the center of a huge, expressionistic, mixed-media
painting that becomes a
type of altar to the image in
the photograph. Whitfield
Lovell of New York City
has produced installations
which have appeared inter
nationally from Italy to Ha
vana. Lovell creates these
around life-sized drawings
of old photographs that
relate to his ancestors. The
drawings are rendered on
plywood, with period
items, such as clothing,
lamps, furniture, etc.
placed before them to cre
ate an environment.
Sarasota artist Gale
Fulton Ross curated The
Visual Mystery of Prose
and Poetry as Art in the
Hough Gallery. "This exhi
bition," she said, "features
two very different artists
with different approaches
to the theme of spirituality
and culture. Their expres
sion via various media is
prose and their mystical
techniques, poetry. Sangoyemi Ogunsanya's work
focuses on African spiritu
ality and its expression in
the African Diaspora. Lu
cius Wyatt's work in wood
embraces his black and
native American Cultures."
Tampan Sangoyemi Ogun
sanya's mixed media instal
lations communicate sto
ries through words, sym
bols and performance. Sarasotan Lucius Wyatt cre
ates sculptures from old
tree stumps. Each piece
takes several years to com
plete.
. Samuel L. Dunson will

present The Watermelon
Chronicles in the Everett
Gallery. The title suggests
satire, but Dunson has a
surprisingly upbeat inter
pretation of this erstwhile
stereotype. Through mixed
media figurative painting,
Dunson changes the nega
tive into the positive with
his art and a dose of little
known history.
In the Stanley Gallery
Lawrence J. Philp will be
exhibiting his new large
acrylic works on paper
which he is creating as the
Center’s artist in residence.
Philp, a graduate of Rhode
Island School of Design,
has shown all over the US.
In the St. Petersburg Times
Community Room, Arts
Center Exhibitions Assis
tant Rachel Stewart has as
sembled memorabilia from
Challenger journalist Nor
man E. Jones called Voices
on 22nd St. South, which is
a perspective on AfricanAmerican heritage in the
St. Petersburg community.
The gallery hosts its
March 7 Preview Recep
tion from 5:30-7:30pm,
and on March 8, the Sec
ond Saturday Gallery Walk
will take place from 5:30
p.m.-9 p.m. Exhibition
Hours: March 7 - April 25,
2003, Monday-Saturday 10
a.m.-5 p.m., and Sunday
noon-4 p.m. There will also
be a ‘Meet the Artist &
Gallery Talks,’ scheduled
as follows:
Saturday,
March 8 at noon: Albert
Chong, Saturday, March 15
at 2 p.m.: Lawrence J.
Philp; and Saturday, April
12 at 2 p.m.: Sangoyemi
Ogunsanya.
The Arts Center is lo
cated at 719 Central Ave
nue, St. Petersburg. For
more information, call
(727) 822-7872 or go to
www.theartscenter.org.

thanks Badcock Furniture, the

Verizon Foundation, and the Tampa Bay D-Rays for their
contributions benefiting students at John Hopkins Middle,
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Gibbs High, Boca Ciega High, St. Petersburg High, and

Academy Prep.

Former NFL Player, Ricky Reynolds, 37-year-old
prostate cancer survivor (pictured center), says that his
best defensive play was his life saving prostate cancer
test taken after his father (upper left) was diagnosed
with prostate cancer.

Screening For:
I

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS

Presented by The Florida Prostate

Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser

Cancer Network

HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?

For more information call 813-806-2800

ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?

1
I

Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you

1

overcome your problems no matter how big or small.

1
I

$10.00 Pre-Registration Fee
$15.00 Day of Event
Scholarships Available
moffittO

CancerCester&Rnewd) to-sawe

"

The End Ot Cancer Begins Here

PROSTATE

A Nawai Cancer Institute
Comprehensiw! Cancer Center

CANCER

E3EE3

StJOSSPH’S-BAPTIST HEALTH CARE
CANCER INSTITUTE

mu

She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene

Diabetes

mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or

false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence
the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky

American
Cancer
Society®

f

I

AstraZeneca

University Community
Health

THE FRANK E.
DUCKWALL
FOUNDATION, INC.

Prizes & Live Entertainment

From Fred Johnson

1 was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.

• Hillary Williams

1
I

numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She

1

will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of
all.kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to

1

remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
helped and freed from all your troubles?

i

Don't fail to call or write to her today.

!
1

1
I

Send Self-Addressed Envelope

1

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581

1
1
1
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Library Sponsors Poetry
Challenge
Renowned African-American Poet Nikki Giovanni To Read Winning Entries

CLEARWATER - The
Clearwater Public Library
System invites the public
to participate in a poetry
contest. Entries will be
judged and awarded in
three categories: first
through fifth grades, sixth
through twelfth grades,
and adult. Participants are
asked to write four lines of

Packer from pg. 1
threatened a boycott of the
soft drink giant. The threat
came about because Pepsi,
pressured about the rap
star’s frequent use of curse
words in his music, cancel
ing the rapper’s endorse
ment deal while taking a
hands off attitude with
Pepsi-backed The Os
borne’s - whose so-called
family-oriented
MTV
show reportedly features
extensive cursing.
What would happen to
Pepsi’s bottomline if all
those millions of Hip Hop
kids, perceiving the unfair
ness of the rap star’s plight
when compared with that
of The Osbornes, decided
to stop drinking Pepsi,
Packer pondered.
Pepsi reportedly set
tled, agreeing to donate to
charitable foundations run
by Ludicrus and Simmons,
to avoid the bad press
associated with the contro
versy, press that could
have seriously damaged
their business credibility
and their bottom line.
Consequently,
says
Packer, "as a demographic,
you have the power to
seize the opportunity.
"It’s not so much, in
my opinion, about being
upset at what a capitalistic
society is doing to you but
taking advantage of the
very nature of a capitalistic
society, which is, ‘I need
you to spend money.’"
"My point is that audi
ences have a lot more
power to control the
images that we see on tele
vision and in films than we
realize," Packer empha
sized.
Last Friday’s reception
was held to honor those
organizations, companies
and individuals that pro
vided financial backing for
the Florida African Amer
ican Heritage Celebration,
held annually on the last
Saturday of February,
Black History Month, at
Pinewood cultural Park.
The event featured art,
music, dance, storytelling,
historic presentations, eth
nic food, and interactive
family activities rooted hi
African-American culture.
Sponsors honored with
plaques for providing
financial and other assis
tance are:
• Pinellas County
Board of County Com
missioners
• St. Petersburg Times
• St. Petersburg/Clear
water Convention and
Visitors Bureau
• Pinellas County
Schools

poetry describing winter or
how to prepare for winter.
Entry forms are available
at all Clearwater libraries,
and deadline for submis
sion is 5 p.m. on Thursday,
April 10. Mail entries to
the Clearwater East Li
brary, 2251 Drew St.,
Clearwater, FL, 33765.
Only one entry per person

will be accepted. Re
nowned poet Nikki Gio
vanni will read the win
ning entries along with
selected readings from her
own work at 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 24 at the
Clearwater East Library.
For more information, call
(727) 462-6800, extension
245.

• Florida Arts (Florida
Department of State, Di
vision of Cultural Affairs,
Florida Arts Council)
• Pinellas County
Juvenile Welfare Board
• Pinellas County Arts
Council
• Taco Bell
• City of Clearwater
• AKA Sorority Inc.,
Nu Beta Omega Chapter
• Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Omicron Beta
Lambda Chapter Inc.
• AutoNation
• American Heart
Association
• Bayfront Medical
Center
• CAV Consulting
• City of Largo
• City of St. Petersburg
• E. Manak Motion
Graphics
• Ferman Chevrolet
• Florida Humanities
Council
• Foster Lovett, CPA
• Frank E. Duckwall
Foundation
• Florida Botanical
Gardens Foundation Inc.
• Gulf Coast Museum
of Art
• Pinellas CountyHistorical Society
• Publix Supermarket
Charities
• Royalty Theatre,
Clearwater
•WSJT 94.1
• William R. Hough &
Company
The Pinellas County
African American History
Museum Inc. produces the
celebration. The non-profit
organization works with a
small budget and gets ma
jor assistance from hun
dreds of volunteers. Ran
dolph Lightfoot, president,
and Sandy Rooks, vicepresident, head up the
team of volunteers operat
ing the museum.
"Every community,
large and small, has its
quiet heroes, men and
women whose accomplish
ments on a local level go
largely unheralded by his

torians, who often prefer to
focus on ‘the bigger pic
ture,’1' according to "Put
ting The Pieces of the
Puzzle Together," a state
ment released by the muse
um explaining the need for
its African-American His
tory Project.
"As a result, many sto
ries have gone untold or
worse yet, have been com
pletely forgotten. This is a
great tragedy because the
study of history in its
purest form begins at the
local level. Like the pieces
of a giant jigsaw puzzle, it
is a series of collective
memories which, put to
gether, tell the story of our
neighborhoods, and com
munities, and our nation.
"History is you and I,
our families, our memo
ries, ourselves," according
to museum sponsors.
The project was begun
in 1999. With the help of
volunteers and the Pinellas
County Historical Society,
Heritage Village, the Pi
nellas County Community
Development Department
and the Pinellas County
School Board, systematic
collection of materials was
launched that would help
document the history of
Pinellas County’s AfricanAmerican communities.
The goal: to remedy the
fact that "little" has been
collected on AfricanAmericans, an "important"
group whose members
have lived, worked and
played an integral role in
the history of the Pinellas
peninsula.
To volunteer or pro
vide financial assistance,
or to share old photos, arti
facts or recollections of
events that could help put
the pieces of the puzzle
together, please call Don
Ivey, Curator of Collec
tions, Heritage Village, at
727-582-2128, or Randy
Lightfoot, 727-586-1818,
Ext. 1933, or Sandra
Rooks, 727-524-9068'.

American Sunday Plate Catering
by Chef Elzo Atwater, Jr.

Coalition Names Packer
President---------------------------ST. PETERSBURG The Coalition For A Safe
And Drug-Free St. Peters
burg, Inc. has hired Jack
Packer as its Vice Presi
dent-Business Develop
ment. Packer who has
long time family ties in the
St. Petersburg community
is moving to the area from
Minnesota.
Watson L.
Haynes, II, the Presi
dent/CEO of the Coalition
stated, "Packer brings a
depth and breadth of skills
that will enable us to grow
and develop programs that
will address the critical
gaps in services to midtown residents." Packer
will report directly to Mr.
Haynes.
Packer will oversee all
of the funding initiatives of
the Coalition and provide
strategic direction to the
organization as it expands
its financial and funding
base. He is a graduate of
Florida A&M University
and holds a Master’s

Guidance Program
Seeks Volunteers PINELLAS COUNTY
- The Sixth Judicial Cir
cuit’s Guardian ad Litem
Program provides advo
cates for Pinellas County
children caught between
an overburdened welfare
system and an abusive or
otherwise dysfunctional
home. Guardian ad Litem
(GAL) volunteers provide
a voice for these children
and speak out in court on
what is in the best interest
of a child who is on the
verge of being the unwit
ting victim of an adult
world.
As trained advocates,
Guardian ad Litem volun
teers are appointed by
judges to be the courtroom
voice for these children. It
is the Guardian ad Litem

Jack Packer

Degree from UCLA.
Packer has served as a
recruiter of volunteers and
fundraising for the Na
tional Bone Marrow Donor
Program and for Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity.
He
developed and managed a
successful Rites of Passage
Program working with
inner city youth. Packer
retired as a Lieutenant

Colonel with the United
States Army.
His last
assignment was with the
Pentagon in Washington
D.C. He was also an
instructor at the prestigious
West Point Academy.
Packer is the brother of
William Packer and Tom
Packer, both residents of
the S.t. Petersburg area.

vision to provide a volun
teer for each and every
abused child who needs
one. Unfortunately, today’s
world creates an unending
need for GAL volunteers,
who receive free training
and certification on how to
be a powerful influence in
a young person’s life.
The next Guardian ad
Litem training classes in
Pinellas County begin on
March 11, with training
scheduled each Tuesday
and Wednesday through
April 15. Time of the class
es will be from 6 p.m. until
9 p.m. Persons interested
in volunteering as a Guar
dian ad Litem may call
727-464-6528 for more
information.

On February 11, 1961,
Robert Weaver was sworn in as

administrator of the Housing and
Home Finance Agency, the highest

federal post to date by a Black

American.

1

■

1
1

'

i

i

-Stef

w

Sir

a6MHB

Imi
o—

■

iiwBiiiiiii
!O

■il

■I

a
I*
efts

I

■

H AT WE LEARNED A B Q y j

FREE

CHECKING
FROM

A

BALLOON

It isn’t really free if there
are strings attached
Introducing Wachovia Free Checking
•NO monthly service fee

• FREE Online Banking

• NO minimum balance

♦ FREE automated telephone access

• NO direct deposit requirement

• UNLIMITED access to Wachovia ATMs

• FREE Check Card

• UNLIMITED check writing

When-we say Free Checking, we mean Free Checking. No strings attached, No monthly service fee.

“We do” Weddings
Bridal Showers - Bachelor Parties
Rehearsal Dinners - Receptions

Mention Ad
for 15% off

No direct deposit requirement. And no minimum balance to qualify. Free. And with thousands

of Wachovia Financial Centers and ATMs from Key West to Connecticut and 24/7 online and
phone services, no one makes it easier. For value and convenience, make Wachovia your bank.

Open a Wachovia Free Checking account today.

Visit any Wachovia Financial Center, call 800-478-5966 or go to wachovia.com/free.

Complimentary Services:
Punch Fountain - Cake Cutting
Linen Napkins
For more information:

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR
PAPER BY
PATRONIZING

OUR
ADVERTISERS

Call: (727) 422-2590
americansundayplate@hotmail.com
P.O. Box 923 St. Petersburg, FL 33731
(Fax) 727-528-0965
Serving you for over 25 years
Make a difference in your community.
Support African-American businesses year round.

WACHOVIA
Uncommon Wisdom
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RAMBLING
"Yesterday has gone, forget
it. Today is here, use it.
Tomorrow may not come, So
don't wait on it."

896-2152
by Charles Howard
MORE UNIQUE WAYS
TO MAKE MONEY
Taxes:
Believe it or not, the
United States government
wants to help you - the in
dependent entrepreneur. If
you can’t figure out all the
deductions you have com
ing, enlist the aid of a tax
consultant or accountant.
Employees’ Wages:
Sometimes the success
of a business depends upon
the competence of the em
ployees. If this is the case
in your venture, don’t
waste time and money on
unskilled people just be
cause you can get away
with paying lower wages.
In the long run, you’ll ben
efit more from hiring the
most competent people
you can find, even if you
have to share the profits
with them as compensation
for wages. If you don’t
need skilled people, look
for people you can hire
part-time and save in the
areas of workman’s com
pensation, insurance and
other employee benefits.
Part-time help can come
from teenagers, retirees,
home-working wives and
college students.
Establish a Record Sys
tem:
According to the re
search findings of the Uni
ted States Small Business
Bureau, the lack of a good
record-keeping system is
largely responsible for the
failure of many small busi-'
nesses. If you are not capa
ble in this area, enlist the
aid of an accountant or a
business friend who is.
You must always know
where every cent is going,
where you are losing
money and where you are
making money.
Take One Step at a Time:
Offer quality service
or quality products. Never
buy materials or equip
ment you don’t absolutely
need - rent on account to
protect
your
Social
Security benefits.
WINDOW WASHING
Window washing may
seem like a simple school
child’s way of earning
money, but when ap
proached on a professional
basis using professional
techniques, it can be a tre
mendously profitable busi
ness. What’s more, the ini
tial investment in equip

ment should not be much
more than $50. This will
include “squeegees” of dif
ferent sizes, a long-han
dled mop, a pail, detergent
and a ladder. Practice
using the squeegee until
you have mastered the
trick of wiping a window
sparkling clean in the
fewest and fastest number
of strokes. Don’t be shy
about contracting with
businesses to do their win
dows on a regular weekly
or bi-weekly basis. Many
window washers are not
professional in this regard,
so you will get the busi
ness, especially if you
wear a uniform and look
the part. Your fees should
be about $15 a half hour,
but considering the speed
at which you will work,
this will not be too much.
As you gain more and
more business, you will
need to hire others to wash
windows. You can devote
more time to getting cus
tomers. If you are ambi
tious, this “simple” win
dow washing business
could easily net you
$3,000 to $4,000 a month.

name “Moms”. She met
the comedy team of Buck
and Bubbles who steered
her to her first role in a
touring show, The Rich
Aunt from Utah. Perfect
ing her own comedy mon
ologue, she played with
Tim Moore, Dusty Flet
cher and Pigmeat Mark
ham. By 1923 she was
appearing in New York
City, often sharing the
stage with packed houses
across the country with
Louis Armstrong, Duke
Ellington, Count Basie and
Cab Calloway at college
auditoriums, concert halls,
Playboy Clubs and big city
theaters such as Harlem’s
Apple and Chicago’s
Regal. In 1960, her first
record album of jokes sold
Over a million copies. Ten
other highly-successful
albums had been released
by 1973. Her popularity
landed her a role in the
film Boarding House
Blues. She has been a
guest on the Mike
Douglas, Bill Cosby, Merv
Griffin, Smothers Brothers
and Flip Wilson television
shows. She has three
daughters and six grand
children. Address: 445
Park Ave., New York, NY
10022.
He that cannot forgive

others breaks the bridge
over which he must pass

himself; for every man
has need to be forgiven. -

Thomas Fuller

To Be Cont’d.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
March 1-5: 2nd, Bar
bara Moseley; 3rd, Ke An
gelo Deen, Andre Scrubbs,
Rashad Richardson and
Rose Jones; 4th, Shaquina
Church, April R. Harrell,
Ree Manning and Ray A.
Leggett; 5th, Maya S. Mc
Kinney, L. Barbara Noel
and Glorious Grant.
Jackie
Mabley
(“Moms”), entertainer, is
one of America’s best
known comediennes. Bom
Loretta Mary Aiken in
Brevard, NC, she graduat
ed from high school in
Washington, D.C. She
started portraying funny
characters in church pag
eants in North Carolina,
starred in school plays and
at 13 was the community’s
favorite young comedi
enne. Seeing a touring
vaudeville troupe con
vinced her at 14 that her
future lay in entertainment.
After completing high
school, she shared a board
ing house life with show
business friends in Buf
falo, NY. Her gift for
mothering disconsolate
friends won her the nick

UNTIL NEXT WEEK,
JUMP TO IT!

Let St. Petersburg College Help Your
Technology Career------------------------------

Tom Dulin, UNIX instructor, works with student, Deborah Chambers

Hubert Holly knew that
he had to upgrade his com
puter skills. His employer
was getting rid of the com
pany’s mainframe and he
wanted to keep pace with
the changes.
After surfing the SPC
Web site, he found what he
needed - Unix classes.
Holly found SPC’s
classes were affordable and
were offered ait a time con
venient to him - in the
evenings.
"They’re a good value
for the money you’re pay
ing," said Holly, who
works with computers sys
tems at the Home Shopping
Network. "I’ve learned a

lot."

SPC began offering
Unix classes in January
after receiving a grant that
provided funds for high
tech programs. On March
17, new students will be
accepted into the class.
The college now offers
a Unix Administrator
Certificate program, along
with an Administrator Cer
tificate for the Linux sys
tem. Students can take
courses such as Linux/Unix
Fundamentals, Shell Pro
gramming,
Linux/Unix
Network Administration
and Linux/Unix Security.
Unix' is a computer
operating system that has

CAN YOU SAY

"FRESH"???

MID PENINSULA JIAFOOD
MARKET Si RESTAURANT
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
327-8309
328 8309
Mon Sat
AM to PM
Sunday
Gone Fish
WHERE THE LOCALS BUY

SALMON
DINNER
GRILLED WITH
BUTTER A DILL

ONLY $7.99

FOR OVER 21 YEARS

Academy Hep

been powering the Internet
since its inception, and the

Drug Free
AMERICA

demand for people with
knowledge about this sys
tem is expected to increase.
At SPC, students are pre
pared for industry certifica
tion in Unix from certify
ing authorities including
Sun Microsystems Inc.,
Red Hat Inc. and CompTIA.
"Generally, the cost of
these courses run between
$2500 and $3000 per
course by commercial ven
dors, so you’re looking at
spending between $15,000
to $18,000," said Unix
instructor Tom Dulin. At
SPC, students can spend
less than $5,000 for the
entire program - including
lab fees.
He adds scheduling is
easier at SPC. Unix courses
offered by other vendors
are offered during the day,
which often present sched
uling conflicts for many
workers: SPC offers classes
two nights per week, which

Are drugs and alcohol
robbing your business
blind?

Foundation, inc. Employees who use drugs and alcohol cost
employers $100 billion each year.
• They miss THREE times more work than non-using employees.
• They have nearly FOUR times more accidents at work.

I

• They file FIVE times more workers’ compensation insurance
claims.

Don’t let substance abuse rob your business.

Value

America 2003, A Drug Free Business Initiative can

help by designing a no-nonsense, no-cost drug free
workplace program for your business. We can train

Cleaners

your supervisors to spot the signs of drug and alco

hol abuse, provide employee drug testing that may
cost you nothing and help you qualify for a discount

on your workers’ compensation insurance premium,

too.

Call today and find out how our trained specialists

It’s Right,

can.help you.

Qt’s Ready,
Or... AMERICA 2003,
Tbe Weekly Challenger thanks
Republic Bank for their contribution,

benefiting students at Melrose
Elementary.

A private educational center for
5th through 8th grade boys and girls
Successful candidates qualify for need-based

allows students to complete
the certificate program in a
year.
Those in the SPC pro
gram are pleased with it.
Scott Murdick, senior
network system engineer
for Catalina Marketing, is
thankful Unix is offered at
a state school where credits
transfer. He previously
attended another college in
the area and earned credits
that weren’t transferable.
For Chris Lahiff, a ben
efit of taking a Unix course
at SPC is the instructor,
Dulin. Lahiff appreciates
Dulin’s real-world experi
ence.
"You don’t ask him a
question and have him say,
‘um, Wait a minute,’ as he
leaves the room to find the
answer somewhere else,"
said Lahiff, a lead engineer
for Capital One Financial.

Rut
the
Change
Drug Free Workplace Initiative

A project of Drug Free America Foundation, Inc. funded by
the US Small Business Administration. (Grant #SBAHQ-01-

Qn
Your
Visit us online at: www.drugfreeworkplaces.org
or
Rochet!
www.dfaf.org

Qt’s
‘F'KEtElPhone: (727) 828-0211

scholarships and have the ability and desire to

succeed in a rigorous academic program

MAXINE POWELL
27 YEARS OF SERVICE

Small classes, full-day, year-round activities
A safe, structured setting

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
For Grade 5 and 6 classes to begin in June

Call the school office at (727) 122-0800

2301 22nd Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712

PINELLAS COUNTY

1800 - 4th St. N.
215-38th Ave. N.
7246 Central Ave.
5901 Sun Blvd. S.,#112
1071 -62nd Ave. S.
6111 - 10th St. S.
2645 Ulmerton Rd.

2217 - 9th St. S.
2200 - 31st St. S.
51162 East Bay Dr.
HILLSBOROUGH

4214 Nebraska Ave.
7809 Palm River Rd.
15102 N. Florida Ave
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2nd Annual Black History Essay Contest
Presented By The Weekly Challenger and Sponsored By:

SouthTrust Bank
You’re not just another customer.

We’re not just another bank.

We're Proud Not Only To
Produce Energy, But To Devote
It To Worthwhile Causes.

RadcocV

I
St. Pete
2200 MLK St. S.
822-3741

community. For more information, visit us at www.progress-energy.com.

Aubrey C. Cheek

Ruby Bridges was very
brave. She did something
when she was only six
years old which made a big
change in schools. She was
the only child with black
skin who went to an all-

Pinellas Park
7330 49th St. N.
544-6481

I Guaranteed Credit Approval

Ruby Bridges
white school. In 1954, the dren with black skin. If I
year that Ruby was bom, a wasn’t around children
law was passed that with black skin, I wouldn’t
schools were going to be get to know them as indi
integrated.
But
they viduals, and I might be
weren’t integrated until afraid of them.
1960, when Ruby was go
My grandparents grew
ing to first grade. Even up in Mississippi and never
though she was at an inte had the chance to get to
grated school, she did not know any people with
really see any children with black skin. When my dad
white skin. She was put in was in fourth grade, chil
a class all by herself.
dren with black skin were
If Ruby hadn’t gone to going to start at his school.
William Frantz Elementary My grandparents moved
School, schools now might him to a school where there
not be integrated. If were no children with
schools weren’t integrated, black skin. When my mom
I would not be around chil told me this, I couldn’t be

75% OFL

HOME FURNISHING CENTERS

Progress Energy Florida. Inc. supports those endeavors that enrich our

83 Progress Energy

photo by Barry A. McIntosh
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Dr. Jane Cooke Wright
lieve it The only reason
that they moved him to-an
other school was probably
because they were afraid of
what might happen.
I feel lucky that, be
cause of what Ruby
Bridges did, I am not afraid
like my grandparents were.
It would be very sad if I
didn’t have any friends
who had black skin. I don’t
know why schools were
segregated in. the first
place, because the color of
your skin doesn’t make any
difference. Ruby Bridges
helped change our schools,
and I am glad she did.

Harry T. Moore
Over the next four years, he organized the Florida .Governor Fuller Warren
Moore excelled in his stud State Conference of the were
inundated
with
ies, earning A’s, except for NAACP and soon became telegrams and protest let
one B+. In May 1925 at its unpaid executive secre ters.
age 19, he graduated from tary. He began churning
Despite an extensive
Florida Memorial College out eloquent letters, circu FBI investigation, the mur
jgjgalg
with a “normal degree” and lars andbroadsides protest-’ ders have never been
accepted a teaching job1 in ’ing unequal salaries, segre solved. Harry Moore was
ci
Cocoa, Florida, in the gated schools and the dis the first NAACP official
watery wilderness of Bre enfranchisement of Black killed in the civil rights
vard County. He spent the voters.
struggle, and he and Harri
Artevus Nettles
next two years teaching
In June 1946, Moore et are the only husband and
photo by Barry A. McIntosh
fourth
grade
at
Cocoa
’
s
paid
a terrible price for his wife to give their Eves fo
Harry T. Moore was
the movement.
bom on November 18, only Black elementary poEtical activism as he and
Harriet were both fired
This contribution af
1905, in Houston, Florida, school. During his first
from then teaching jobs. fected me personally, be
year
in
Brevard
County,
he
a tiny farming community
met an attractive older wo ReaEzing that he would be cause my knowing this in
in Suwanee County in the
man named Harriet Vyda blacklisted from teaching, formation gives me the
Florida panhandle. He was
Moore took a bold step - he strength to accomphsh the
the only child of Jonny and Simms. She had taught
became a full-time, paid things I need to accomplish
Rosa Moore. His father school herself but was cur
rently selling insurance for organizer for the Florida and help others at what
tended the water tanks for
the Atlanta Life Insurance NAACP. In January 1949, they want to accomphsh
the Seaboard Air Lines
Company. Within a year, however, the NAACP na and stay strong at what I
Railroad and ran a small
tion’s office doubled annu believe in and try to
they were married.
store in front of his house.
In 1934, Harry T. al dues from $1 to $2, and achieve aU my goals in life,
Jonny Moore’s health
Moore started the Brevard membership plummeted all to make a difference in the
faltered when Harry was
world for all people - not
County NAACP and stea over the County.
nine years old, and he died
On Christmas day just Black. Hopefully one
dily built it into a formida
in 1914. Rosa tried to man
ble organization. In 1937, 1951, Moore himself was day I will do something to
age alone working in the
in conjunction with the all- killed when a bomb was help change the world (just
cotton fields and running
Black Florida State Tea placed beneath the floor as he did); Then maybe all
her little store on week
chers Association and joist directly under his bed. people will get in their
ends, but in 1915 she sent
backed by the NAACP at Moore died on the way to minds, their hearts and
Hany to live with one of
torney Thurgood MarshaE the hospital, and his wife their souls that we areher sisters in Daytona
in New York, Moore filed Harriet died nine days later. equal no matter what colBeach.
the first lawsuit in the deep The protest over the or/race we are, because un
After three years in
south to equalize Black and Moores’ death rocked the derneath we are the same.
Jacksonville, he returned
nation with dozens of ral- That’s how this contribu
white teachers’ salaries.
home to Suwanee County
By 1941, NAACP Ees and memorial meetings tion affected me personal
in 1919 and enrolled in the
work had become Moore’s around the country. Presi lyhigh school program of
driving obsession. In 1941, dent Truman and Florida
Florida Memorial College.
Tfe

There’s A Reason To Read

The Weekly Challenger!

Christie Creamer
photo by Barry A. McIntosh

My essay is on an in
telligent African-American
woman named Dr. Jane
Cooke Wright. She was
bom in 1919 and is still Eving today.
Even when she was
young, Jane Cooke Wright
always wanted to be a doc
tor, a dream that she ful
filled. Today, she is still the
only
African-American
woman to reach the highest
point in the doctoring field.
Dr. Jane Cooke Wright
spent 12 years at the New

York University where she
researched experimental
drug treatments for differ
ent types of cancers and

pre-cancerous tumors. She several boards and com
also became an Assistant mittees.
Dean at New York Univer
She knew early what
sity.
she wanted to do and stuck
Eventually, Dr? Jane with it. Dr. Jane Cooke
Cooke Wright became a Wright has greatly con
professor of surgery. She tributed to our society. Her
spent many years traveling research will be helpful to
around educating other aU future doctors in both
doctors about the treatment the research field and those
of chemotherapy for differ administering to cancer pa
ent types of cancers. At the tients. Every person with
same time, she also held any form of cancer or pre
many positions on several cancerous tumors will ben
societies and boards. The efit from all her efforts.
American Association of
I know this because
Cancer Research was one both of my grandparents
of the boards she served on had cancer, and chemother
and still serves today. Pres apy helped them. But most
ident Lyndon1 B. Johnson importantly, I also know
asked her to be on his this because on my eighth
Committee for Heart Dis birthday, I was diagnosed
ease, Cancer and Stroke, with
Myleodysplastic
which she eagerly accept Syndrome Leukemia. This
ed.
type of Leukemia destroys
Dr. Jane Cooke Wright all bone marrow cells.
also served on the editing
The type of research
board of the “Journal of the that Df, Jane Cooke Wright
National Medical Associa did would not help .cure
tion;” Dr. Wright accom- me, because I needed to
pEshed a lot of things dur replace my bone marrow
ing her medical practice. with new functioning bone
Today she stiU serves on marrow. Although chemo

therapy alone would not
help me, the research of Dr.
Jane Cook Wright helped
clear the way for the bone
marrow transplant that I
needed to take hold.
My doctors used two
different types of chemo
therapy on me to wipe out
my cells and bone marrow
to make room for the new
bone marrow my brother
was donating to me. Dr.
Jane Cooke Wright might
not have even thought of
that when she was working
on her research, but this is
how many cures have
come along.
It has been four years
since my bone marrow
transplant, and it has been a
success so far. I have one
more year before they wiU
officially label me as “in
remission.” I know I have
Dr. Jane Cooke Wright to
thank for helping my doc
tors .know what, to do and

how to cure my sickness.
This has also inspired me
to want to become a doctor
some day.

Winners
continued from page 1 .-

ago she was diagnosed
with Myleodysplastic Syn
drome Leukemia. It results
in destroying all bone mar
row cells. She chose to
write about Dr. Jane Cooke
Wright, who spent much
time educating the medical
community about the bene
fits of chemotherapy for
various cancers.
Christie believes Dr.
Wright was thus not only
instrumental in the fact that
two of her grandparents
were
helped
via
chemotherapy treatments,
but that she herself has, as
of this date successfully
been
treated
with
chemotherapy.
Hence it didn’t take
Christie long at all to
decide to write about Dr.
Wright’s accomplishments
and how they have directly
impacted her life.
Parents Dave, and
Katherine are obviously
very thankful that their
daughter is one year
removed from being offi
cially labeled as ini remis
sion. Though small in com
parison, winning this con
test has given them another
reason to be happy. In
Christie’s own words, she

said, "they were really
happy. They were sur
prised."
So was Christie. She
says, "I really didn’t think I
would win because there
were a lot of people that
entered." However, as in
the case of another winner
from Carwise Middle,
Christie has her teacher
Sue Terry to thank, since
Ms. Terry makes sure her
students enter as many
writing contests as possi
ble. However, Christie had
a deeper motivation to
write, and specifically
about Dr. Wright, "because
she made cures for cancer
and I had cancer," Christie
said.
Fortunately
today,
Christie Eves a very nor
mal life, enjoying the
things other kids her age
may take for granted, like
playing with their friends,
"playing footbaU, a lot of
outdoor games, Eke tram
poline," she added.
When Christie grows
up she says she wants to be
a Pediatrician. In school
though, Math is her
favorite subject, and so it
didn’t take her long to add
up what she could buy with

the winnings she earned...
she’ll head straight to the
mall.
Christie’s been through
a lot in her young life. We
pray that she gets to enjoy
aU that Efe has to offer, as
she tries to emulate pio
neers who came before.
Arteras
Leon
Nettles
Artevus Nettles was
screaming and hollering
when he found out he had a
winning essay for 77ie
Challenger’s Black History
Month contest. He was just
following mother, Sabrina,
who Artevus said "started
hollering and jumping on
the bed."
Artevus had previously
entered two or three con
tests, but had never experi
enced the joy of winning...
until now.
Writing appears to
come naturally to Artevus.
He admits, "I love to write.
I love writing poems and
songs." Hence it is no sur
prise when he told The
Challenger, "I want to be a
music producer when I
grow up, and I spend most
of my time singing."
In school, his favorite
class is English, because he

says "my teacher, Ms.
Faith Davis... She encour
ages me a lot, and I love
her so much. She encour
ages me to do more things,
plus I get to leam about
Wilham Shakespeare."
Artevus chose his sub
ject after discussing the
contest with his uncle.
After doing a little research
on the web, they chose to
write about Harry and
Harriette Moore, "because
his story was very interest
ing on how his house blew
up on Christmas, and I
wanted to leam more about
him," Artevus said.
Artevus is sure about a
lot of things, but when it
comes to what he will do
with his winning check, he
said, "I’ll just leave it in
my momma’s hands, prob
ably put it in my bank
account, for college or
something."
Whatever he does, we
all encourage him to reach
for the stars, and follow his
dreams. Maybe one day we
may be privileged to Esten
to music he composes or
produces.

The Weekly Challenger Thanks The Above Organizations For Their Support In Publishing These Student's Writings

I have a hunger
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ENTERTAINMENT
NAACP Announces Special Image Award
H o n o rees---------------------------------------------------Hall of Fame Award to producer/director Spike Lee; Chairman s Award to actor/activist Danny Glover;
President’s Award to Tennis Stars Venus and Serena Williams
LOS ANGELES- At
the NAACP Image Awards
Nominees Luncheon, host
Diahann Carroll joined
NAACP Image Awards
Chair Charles Whitehead
in announcing this year’s
recipients of the special
Image Awards, with Spike
Lee for the Hall of Fame
Award, Danny Glover
named the Chairman’s
Award winner and Venus
and Serena Williams as the
President’s Award winners.
All three awards will be
presented at the 34th
NAACP Image Awards,
which tapes March 8 and
airs Thursday, March 13
(8:00 - 10:00 p.m. ET/PT)
on FOX.
Presented annually, the
NAACP Image Awards cel
ebrate the outstanding
efforts and performances of
people of color in litera
ture, television, motion pic
tures, and recording. This
year’s theme "Image-ANation" aims to honor
those works not only wide
and deep in impact, but
also those that creatively
overstepped bounds and
conventions to forge a
greater nation of images.
The nation first noticed
Spike Lee after She’s Gotta
Have It, his 1986 inde
pendently financed project

that garnered $7 million
and critical praise at the
Cannes Film Festival. That
was soon followed by
movies like School Daze,
Jungle Fever and the criti
cally acclaimed Do the
Right Thing. Though at
times light and Comedic, as
in Crooklyn and Girl 6, his
most poignant works, from
Four Little Girls, to
Malcolm
X,
to
Bamboozled complete a
circle of critical film
thought.
NAACP President and
CEO, Kweisi Mfume said,
"With films that consistent
ly challenge critics and
viewers to discuss issues of
class and race, Spike Lee
has become the most
intensely studied and most
successful African Ame
rican director and producer
ever. A typical Lee film
guarantees two reactions thought and controversy.
In the tradition of the leg
endary Oscar Micheaux,
and for all he has done to
help shape and give con
trast to the American cul
ture, Spike clearly deserves
to be in the Hall of Fame."
The Chairman’s Aw
ard, chosen by the NAACP
Board Chairman Julian
Bond, is bestowed for dis
tinguished service and dig

nified representation of
people of color. Bond said
that, "Danny Glover stands
almost alone in his profes
sion in his interest and
involvement in vital issues
of social justice. In his
principled opposition to
discrimination, inequality
and exploitation he sets a
high standard for others
who must be reminded that
responsibility comes with
privilege and affluence.
The NAACP is honored to
honor him."
Glover originally pur
sued acting to spread mes
sages as an activist at San
Francisco State. In time he
gained starring roles in
blockbusters such as the
Lethal Weapon series and
in
riveting
AfricanAmerican dramas like The
Color Purple, Bopha! and
Lorraine Hansberry’s A
Raisin in the Sun. His par
ticipation in over 50
motion
pictures
has
grossed over $1 billion.
While acting, the
multi-image Award winner
simultaneously crusaded
for human rights. Glover is
a recipient of the Amnesty
International USA Lifetime
Achievement Award for his
role in the civil rights
movement in Namibia, his
work as Goodwill Am-

StJJctcrsbutt} ©IttCS Broadway @ the Bayfront Series

ill

r,cxers
°N sAie
NOWt
Friday, March 7,2003 - 8 pm
Saturday, March 8,2003 - 2 and 8 pm
The incredible comic and musical soul of 1930’s Harlem lives on in the
rollicking, swinging, finger-snapping revue Ain’t Misbehavin’. .One of the
most popular Broadway shows of all times- sometimes sassy, sometimes
sultry and always unforgettable. Nominated for five Tony Awards, win
ning for Best Musical and Best Actress as well as the New York Drama
Critic’s Circle Award, Ain’t Misbehavin’ wiil have you singing and danc
ing in your seats!

FOUNDATION

finals, and the 2001 and
2003 Australian . Open
finals.
Previous NAACP Pres
ident’s Award recipients
include National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice,
performing artist Lauryn
Hill, former President Bill
Clinton, radio network
celebrities Tom Joyner and
Tavis Smiley, and former
cabinet secretary Alexis
Herman. Past recipients of
the NAACP Chairman’s
Award include artist and
actress Janet Jackson, for
mer Commerce Secretary
and Democratic National
Committee Chairman Ron
Brown, social activist and
author Dick Gregory, and
cartoonist Aaron McGruder in 2002. The
NAACP inducted Little
Richard into the Hall of
Fame last year.
"The special award
winners have made field
shifting impact in their
respective professions and
have significantly raised
social awareness around
the world," said Whitehead. "Their focus and
strong beliefs have led to
great achievements and a
redefining of what we can
expect from athletes,
actors, directors and pro
ducers."
For tickets, contact
Ticketmaster outlets, Uni
versal Amphitheatre Main
or Citywalk Box Offices at
(818) 622-4440, or charge
by phone at (818) 252TIXS (8497). For informa
tion or to purchase tickets
online, got to www.naacpimageawards.org.

Author, Activist And
Educator Raymond A.
Winbush Releases New
Book, "Should America
Pay?"-------------------------

JR

Mahaffey theater

bassador for the United
Nations Development Pro
gram and his commitment
to the abolition of the death
penalty.
This year’s President’s
Award goes to two
California sisters who have
blazed new trails in the
world of professional ten
nis.. The Williams sisters
have volleyed their way to
astonishing achievement.
The pair learned the basics
from their father, Richard,
on the modest tennis courts
of Compton. Now the two
dominate the highest courts
in the world.
Mfume said, "Venus
and Serena are more than
champions on the tennis
courts, they are prime
examples that there is no
substitute for brains, hard
work and dedication.
Their unparalled abilities
and resolve to keeping
pushing forward have
made them models for all
to emulate. I am honored
to salute the Williams sis
ters."
Venus’ career high
lights include the 2001 and
2000. U.S. Open Singles
titles, the 2000 and 2001
Wimbledon Singles titles,
the 1999 Italian Open
Singles title and the 2000
Olympic Gold Medal.
Serena has claimed the
2002 Wimbledon, UvS.,
and Italian Open titles, the
1999 U.S. Open title, and
most recently the 2003
Australian Open title. As a
doubles pair, the duo were
victorious at the 2002 and
2000 Wimbledon finals,
the 2000 Summer Olym
pics, the 1999 U.S. Open

Box Office:
(727) 892-5767
Group Sales: (727) 892-5791

AjtewS’t Petersburg

tickefmaster

tampabay.com

(813) 287-8844

Bayfront Center, 400 First St. S • St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.stpete.org/mahaffey.htm

Raymond A. Winbush,
Ph.D- is one of Americans
most dynamic speakers on
the topic of reparations/
race relations. He is the
director of the Institute for
Urban Research at Morgan
State University . He has
also taught at Oakwood
College, Alabama A&M,
Vanderbilt University, and
Fisk University and has
been the recipient of
numerous grants, including
one from the Kellogg
Foundation to establish a
"National Dialogue on
Race," and is on the edito
rial board of The Journal of
Black Studies.
In "Should America
Pay?: Slavery and the
Raging Debate on Re
parations" (Amistad /HarperCollins
Publishers),
author Raymond A. Win
bush, Ph.D. explores the
reparations issue in-depth
and from a variety of dis
tinguished perspectives.
He has collected more than
twenty essays on every
aspect of the subject. The
result is a comprehensive
collection rich in facts and

insights into where the
movement has been, where
it is now, and where it will
be in the future. The book
also features full tran
scripts of important docu
ments, including the First
Congressional Reparations
Bill of 1867 and the Dakar
Declaration of 2001.
For decades, AfricanAmericans have watched
as other ethnic groups
received financial compen
sation for governmentsanctioned crimes. Slowly
but
steadily,
social
activists, academics, and
legal scholars have joined
together to demand similar
justice for the descendants
of the systematic, brutal
crime of slavery. Yet, advo
cates for reparations have
many different opinions
when it comes down to
who should pay—and how
the money could best serve
to heal the wounds of the
past.
Organized around key
topics, essays thoroughly
cover the history, the law,
the grassroots organizing,
and controversies sur-

NV Magazine Hosts Second
Annual Awards Gala-------------Black Professional Business Magazine Honors Their Own
New York, NY- On attorney and CEO of L.
February 28th, 2003, NV Londell McMillan P.C.
(New Vision in Business) (entertainment); Karl Kani,
Magazine will host its sec founder and president of
ond annual, black-tie Karl Kani Clothing (fash-.
awards gala, "NV Awards ion); (former N.Y. Knick)
2K3," taking place at the W Charles Smith, chairman
Hotel, 50th Street, Grand and founder of New Media
Ballroom in New. York Technology (technology);
City,
Tina Wells, president &
Started in 1998 by CEO/Founder of Buzz
Kyle
Donovan,
NV Marketing Group (women
Magazine is the first busi in business); Morris Reid,
ness magazine written and ■founding partner and man
designed for, by and about aging director of the Westin
young urban professionals Rinehart Group (entrepre
and entrepreneurs. The neurship) and Shawn
"NV Awards 2K3" marks Baldwin, CEO of Capital
NV Magazine’s 5-year Management
Group
anniversary, and will salute (vision).
urban professionals who
"NV Magazine grew
have demonstrated strong out of a need for access to
leadership in business and professional
business
have used their vision to information specifically
achieve remarkable inroads targeting the young African
•within their industry.
American
community,"
This year’s honorees states Kyle Donovan.
and award categories "There are a lot of notable
include: Oscar Joyner, trailblazers who have done
president and COO of tremendous work in paving
Reach
Media,
Inc. the way for our up-and(civie/community); Anre coming generation of
Williams, senior vice-pres young urban professionals.
ident and general manager The ‘NV Awards’ is a
of U.S. Middle Markets at reflection of the determina
American Express .(corpo tion each of these visionar
rate);-Ryan McNeil, cor- ies possess."
nerback for the San Diego
The first awards ban
Chargers
and
presi- quet was a huge, success,
dent/CEO of Professional attracting some of the
Business and Finance country’s most innovative
Network;
L.
Londell and successful young,
McMillan, entertainment African American business

people. Hosted by televi
sion personality Sheryl Lee
Ralph, the first annual NV
Awards recognized such
business visionaries as
Kevin Johnson, (former
Phoenix Sun) current CEO
of Kevin Johnson Corp, a
community redevelopment
corporation., Rodney Hunt,
CEO of RS Information
Systems
and
FUBU,
amongst others.
Television personality,
Maurice Dubois (NBCTV) and radio personality,
"Egypt," (WBLS) will host
this year’s gala, which
promises even greater cor
porate support, media par
ticipation and industry net
working. The gala begins
with a VIP reception (for
sponsors, media and hon
orees) and a silent auction
of celebrity donations, fol
lowed by a banquet, the
awards presentation, and
then a networking social
with entertainment.
Sponsors for the "NV
Awards
2k3"
include
Colgate-Palmolive,
Martell, AICPA (American
Institute of Certified Public
Accountants), WBLS and
Blackvoices.com. Tickets
are $150 per person, with a
portion of the proceeds
going to the NV Magazine
Scholarship Fund.

6th Annual HBO Short Film
Award Open To Aspiring Black
F i I m m a ke rs------------ ------------------------Finalists Will Attend 7th Annual American Black Film Festival In
South Beach For Final Round Of Competition And $20,000 Grand
Prize
NEW YORK— Home
Box Office will once again
showcase the works of
aspiring black filmmakers
with the presentation of its
6th annual HBO Short Film
Award at the 7th annual.
American Black Film
Festival (ABFF) in South
Beach, FL, June 18-22,
2003. The ABFF is present
ed by Film Life, Inc. and
sponsored by HBO.
"Since the beginning,
the response to the HBO
Short Film Award and the
ABFF have been tremen
dous,"
said
Olivia
Smashum, senior vice pres
ident, subscriber marketing
and business development
at. HBO. " This response
has reinforced all our
efforts on behalf of new
filmmakers and has created
an atmosphere of enthusi
asm that is seen both in the
film industry and the gen
eral public."
Seeking to encourage
and recognize the works of
up-and-coming talent, the
HBO Short Film Award is

rounding
reparations.
Other contributes include:
Congressman
John
Conyers, Jr., considered by
many to be the "Rosa Parks
of Reparation" on why this
is a matter of justice, not
charity,
and
Kevin
Outterson, a tax law spe
cialist who gives, hard
numbers On the cost of
slavery.

now accepting submis
sions. The competition is
open to filmmakers of
African descent who have
directed or written arid pro
duced a short fictional film
of .30 minutes or less. It is
open to U.S. and interna
tional entries and films
must be in English or con
tain English subtitles and
produced after January 1,
2002. Film entries must
arrive at the ABFF offices
postmarked by the’deadline
date of April 5,2003. Short
films previously selected as
winners at other film festi
vals or previously submit
ted to the HBO Short Film
competition under a current
of former title are not eligi
ble. Films must also not
have had previous cable
broadcast screenings.
Submissions will be
accepted bn 1/2" VHS cas
settes and must be accom
panied by an official
HBO/ABFF entry form and
$25.00 submission fee.
Entry forms are available
by calling the ABFF at

.212-966-2411 ext. 400 or
by downloading the form
from www.abff.com.
A panel of industry
professionals will select
five films to be screened at
the ABFF in South Beach
for the final round of com
petition.'
One
grand
prizewinner will be award
ed $20,000 by HBO during
the festival's closing cere
monies on Saturday, June
21. Last .year, HBO pre
sented the grand prize to
writer/executive producer
Ben Watkins for his film
"Quest to Ref," the story of
an aspiring basketball ref
who tries to bring fairness
to an inner-city court game.
The four runners-up were
Dandara, co-writer/director
of "A Funeral at the Samba
School"; Desha Dauchan,
writer/director of "Whis
pers" ; Jerrold Howard,
writer/director/animator of
"See the Truth"; and
Sechaba Morojele, writer/director of "Ubuntu's
Wounds."

PLEASE
Support our paper

by supporting our

advertisers.
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Prayer Tower COG IC
Supt. Elder Clarence
Welch and the entire
Prayer Tower family wel
comes you with open arms
to fellowship with us at
any time. We invite you to
share with us at any of our
spirited services, where we
fully believe in lifting up
the name of the Lord!
"For whosoever shall
call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved."
(Romans 10:13)
Mission Itinerary:
On February 28, The
Eastern Florida Juris
dictional Fellowship Din
ner of the Church of God
In Christ, will be in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida. On
March 1, the Sunshine
Band will have their regu
lar meeting at the church,

at 10:00 a.m. The YPWW
Union meeting will con
vene during March 3-4,
nightly at 7:30 p.m. at
Pentecostal
Temple
COGIC. On March 9, we
will have our annual
Sunday
School
Day.
Everyone is invited to
come and fellowship with
us.
We ask your continual
prayers for our nation,
world leaders, sick and
shut-in members and saints
of God everywhere! Pray
without ceasing.
Prayer Tower COGIC,
1137 37th Street So. St.
Petersburg, FL., 33711,
727-321-0670
Forget not the
Lord and His
many blessings!

Good Samaritan
Baptist Church
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

Ph: (727)821-3265

The Rev.’ Larry Williams 1

Pastor

Galilee Missionary
Bethel A.M .E.-------------- Friendship M.B.
"God Our Father, Prayer
Breakfast
on
Baptist Church-----------Church—

Christ Our Redeemer, Man
Pastor Earnest Jones Sister Betty Jenkins.
Our Brother"
and the Galilee Missionary
Progressive
M&E
The buzzing bees at
Baptist Church family wel Baptist State ConventionBethel A.M.E. Church
come you to worship with March 17 - 21 to be held in
located at 912 3rd Avenue
us - our doors are always Jacksonville, FL - contact:
North, St. Petersburg, cor
opened to you. First Gerri McCallister.
dially invite you to come
Sunday Services are as fol
Galilee will render
and share in our hour of
lows: 7:50 a.m. early services for New Hope
prayer and worship.' Under
morning worship; Sunday Baptist Church General
the dynamic leadership of
School 9:15 and 10:50 a.m. Mission on March 23 at
Rev. Roosevelt Hardy, the
mid-morning worship and 4:00 p.m.
busy bees are planning for
Baptist Training Union
Congress #1 of Union
the upcoming Annual
(BTU) at 5:00 p.m. Holy Foreign Association to
Calendar Tea, which is
Communion at both servic convene at Mt. Calvary
scheduled to culminate on
es. Please join us!
Missionary Baptist Church
May 18.
Dates to remember for - 2321 Hartford Street
The first of the activi
the month of March:
South, during the week of
ties planned to support our
Sunday
School March 23 - 29th. efforts will be held on
Teacher's meeting 6:30 Reverend Earnest Jones,
Sunday, March 9, at 4:00
p.m. and Mid-week servic Congress #1 President.
p.m.
The
September
es every Wednesday night.
Our sincere condo
Calendar Group will host
Leadership training at lences to the Newkirk fam
the
"Glory
Train6:00 p.m. and Bible study ily in the loss of Brother
Revisited." This event will
at 7:00 p.m. every Osby Newkirk. Cond
be one you will never' for
Thursday night
olences also to the Jenkins
get.
State Senior Mission family in the loss of Sister
On March 15, the
Planning Session and Betty Jenkins' mother.
Calendar Tea Steering
Workshop to be held at
Committee will host a
Galilee on March 8th at
8:30 a.m. - contact: Sister
New Covenant Baptist Church
Carrie Hinton.
3850 Pompano Drive SE, Coquina Key
Galilee will render
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
services for,Pleasant Grove
Ph: 865-9636
Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Joseph Bobby Reid
and
the
Pastor's
Anniversary March 10 at
Prayer/Praise Service ... 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
7:30 p.m.
Bible Study..................... 8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Education Committee
Sunday School....... 9:00 a.m.
annual fellowship - March
Sunday Worship ... 10:00 a.m.
16 at 3:30 p.m. - contact.

congregation would (ike to invite you and your
famiCy to worship with us. Come as. you arel

(rte

“For I say unto you, I
will not drink of the fruit of
the vine, until the kingdom
of God shall come." (Luke
22:18).
Pastor John A. Evans,
Sr., the official church staff
and the entire Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
family extend to you a
warm invitation to join us
in Sunday worship this
Sunday and to all churchrelated events in the up
coming week.
Services begin at 7:45
a.m. with the Deacons
Ministry leading the Devo
tion. The Voices of
Friendship (all choirs) will
render the Song Service,
the Ushers will serve as
doorkeepers and Pastor
Evans will bring a message
from on high.
Church School begins
at 9:30 a.m. with the Su
perintendent in charge. A
second service is held at
10:45 a.m. opening with
Minister of Music John
Frazier and the Praise
Team.

2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

“The Church of Love, Healiqg aqd Cestoratloq”

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
Deacon Ministry..................................... z- '...............................Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry .
.............. 77. . .7 7. . .. 7.................................... James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry.............. ..
............................... ................ .. Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry........... r. ...... . .TfCCf..". . .7 . .. . ?.* Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

The Lord’s Supper will
be administered during
both the 7:45 a.m. and
11:00 a.m. services.
Schedule of events:
Thursday, March 6 7:00-8:45 p.m., Prayer/Praise Service, Bible Stu
dy; also, Youth Enrichment
Hour.
Monday, March 10 6:30 p.m., Boy Scout meet

ing.
Wednesday, March 12
- Noonday Bible Study;
also, Wednesday from 12
noon-2:00 p.m., Bread of
Life Ministry serving
lunch to all needy in the
community.
Let us continue to keep
all sick and shut-in mem
bers in our prayers, know
ing that a phone call or a
visit can really lift one’s
spirit when confined in our
homes or any medical fa
cility.
Other pertinent church
news can be found in the
bulletin that’s passed out
each Sunday.

GOD LOVESYOUI
Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838
The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family'Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

The Reoerend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

Sunday Service .........................8:45 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study .......... ..........7:00 P.M.

■E Ordained Missionary
isfyfynnie Mae ^toward
Cad: 727895-5239

Saturday morning begin
ning 9:00 a.m. Churches
from the local community
will join us in this prayer
ful event. Tickets will be
available prior to this
scheduled event. The com
munity is invited to attend.
As we move forward with
other events, the church is
blessed to render the fol
lowing ministries to the
local community:
•
Morning
Bible
Ministry, Sunday morning
• Church School 9:00
a.m.
• Morning Worship
Service-10:30 a ,m.
• Bible Study, Tuesday
7:00 p.m.
• Music Ministry
(Adult and Youth)
• Tutorial Ministry
(Monday and Wednesday)
5:30 p.m.
• Junior Church
• Transportation
If you are without a
church home, and are in
need of a word from God,
come visit the beehive,
where the bees are busy
and sweet as honey.
If you desire addition
al information regarding
the above-mentioned min
istries, contact the Church
Office, at (727) 822-2089,
M-F, 9:00 a.m. .4:00 p.m.
Yours In Christ.

PRAYER
HELPS

Pastor: Eider B.O. Walker

10th Street’ Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL

J4 ‘Woman After
Spiritually Connected
god's
Callfor Trayers &
OwnTfeart...
‘Testimonies

Greater Gf. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church
532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday School

Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

I
1
I

Bible Study

................... 11:00 a.m.

...... ........ ......... .7:15 p.m.

Evening Worship (1st & 3rd Sunday) . . . . .6:00 p.m.

(727) 327-0789

International Headquarters, Anderson, Indiana

Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Sunday Worship Services -11:00 AM

1

Food Bank Open Wednesday - 9:30 AM -1:00 PM FREE BREAD
Mid-Week Prayer Services Wednesday -11:00 AM - 12:00 AM

Sunday School................................. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
g Evening Worship ... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting
Rev. Clyde Williams

Morning Worship

Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/

4000 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

I
1
1
I

... ...................9:30 a.m.

Bible Study Wednesday -7:00 PM

New Faith
Free Methodist Church
2427 Irving Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 824-2814, Pastor • 323-1290, Church
TWEWFE.: Cooking Upward, Searching Inward, Striving Onward
Sunday Morning Services
Sunday School ..................9:30 am
Morning Worship ............... 11:00 am

Youth Bible Study .............Wed. 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Service Wed. 7:00 pm

Rev. Alfonso Bush
Pastor

We welcome you. at all times.

Rev. Curtiss L. Long, Pastor

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.
3501 37th. St So. • St Pete, FI 33711

Schedule of Services

3144 Third Avenue South

Church: 867-4144

St. Petersburg,

Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans

Church School ........ ... .9:30 a.m.

FL

Phone: 323-7518

Morning Worship

Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
11:15 a.m.

Bible Study (Monday)

7:00 p.m.

Youth Bible Study (Tuesday)

6:30 p.m.

Prayer (Wednesday)

6:30 p.m.

Sunday School, - 9:30

Evening Worship

a.m.

..........6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting

Morning Worship - If :OO a.m.

Thursday ..................7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Prayer (Sat.)

...........11a.m.

Baptist Training Union.......................5 p.m.

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

9:30 a.m.

Sunday School

Morning Worship

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

First Baptist Institutional, Church

Come Worship With
the First Baptist FamiLY

6:00 a.m.

“All Are Welcome" • “Bring A Friend"

"One. weekjrom church makes one weak”

You are hereby invited to fellowship with

WINGS OF FAITH CHRISTIAN CENTER
*

.

\z
jL

309 - 15th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Telephone (727) 893-1741

F

H

MRBgJ

j

Church
"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey”

Bishop Ronald Moten, Pastor
Alfreda Moten, Co-Pastor
'...let the one that is thirsty come.”

For more infor
mation, contact
Pastor Jerome
& Pastor Kisha
Jordan at
727-327-2849 or
Fax: 866-1896

(Revelation 22:17)

Sunday Worship Service
10:30 A.M.
Sunday School 930 A.M.
Bible Study, Tues. 7-8 P.M.

527 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33707

if
- -3^

Fiskop FonalT Moten and the ^7in^s of Faith Church Family would
like to extend to you a personal invitation to worship with us during
our scheduled times:

Sunday Sckool
9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship & Child ren's Ckurek 10:45 A.M.
Prayer/Fasting
Intercessory Prayer & Bikle Class

Tuesday
Wednesday, 7:30 P.M.

b

U

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor
k

www.wateroflifechrtstianchurch.org

°tp=

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Church School ........... 9:oo p
New Member Class ....... 9:oo /
Morning Worship .........10:30 /

H£
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rIGIOUS NEWS continues

Pentecostal Temple COGIC

Moore's Chapel AME

The St. Petersburg
District COGIC Women’s
Conference hosted by
Pentecostal Temple was a
blessing to all in atten
dance. On Friday night,
members of the district,
visitors and guests from as
far away as Atlanta,
Georgia who were prod
ucts of the ministry of our
guest speaker were present.
Missionary
Diane
Green brought forth the
Word of God in a simple,
yet profound way. Through
the theme of "Pursuing
God’s Purpose," she en
couraged the women to
position themselves so that
they can be used by God
and blessed by God.
Scriptures from 2 Timothy
1:6-9 and Philippians 3:13,

"When God begins to
bless you, your opportuni
ties can outrun your
strength, your experiences
and your resources."
There's a miracle on
31st Street & Fairfield
Avenue South- "Moore's
Chapel AME Church."
Rev. James T. Blount,
Officers and Members cor
dially invite you to wor
ship with us, where the
Word is being preached
and many lives have been
changed. Won't you come
and enjoy with us this great
Christian fellowship. We
just celebrated our annual
Men's
Day,
SundayFebruary 24 and it was a
spiritually and financially
blessed day.
Brothers Lucius Bry
ant, Issac Grant, Kenneth
Melvin and Edgar White
are to be congratulated for
a superb job as chairper
sons of the occasion. Rev.
Ricky Wiggs, pastor of
Hurst Chapel AME deliv
ered a soul-stirring and

14 were the basis of her
message. "The power of
God keeps us pressing, the
love of God brings bless
ing and a sound mind from
God keeps us from stress
ing." After the message,
she ministered under a
prophetic
anointing.
Superintendent
Willie
Matheney arid Pastor
Anderson
were
also
blessed by the ministry of
Missionary Green. On
Saturday,
workshops
designed to help the
women reach and maxi
mize their fullest potential
in Christ were presented.
The local congregation
was richly blessed on
Sunday as the women in
ministry presided. The
Word of God was present-

HOPEFEST

<&-* Crafts Fair

Bay Point Christian Church
2001 - 62nd Ave. South
St. Petersburg, FL • 866-8814
Saturday, March 1.9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church
Rev. James T. Blount - Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.

ed through 1st Lady
Rhonda Anderson with a
powerful anointing. "Don’t
Lose Your Focus" was the
subject as she expounded
from Psalm 73. The things
going on around us should
not discourage us. We must
keep our eyes on God,
praise in our hearts, the
Word of God on our lips
and trust Him to make the
difference. Because He
loves us He will work
things out for His greatest
glory and our greatest
good.
The saints later trav
eled to Reach The Unreach
COGIC for the district fel
lowship
service.
Evangelist
Jackqulyne
Anderson brought a stir
ring
message
from
Matthew 7:24-27 exhort
ing us to be wise builders
of our lives on the solid
foundation of Jesus Christ.
We invite you to visit
with us and be blessed in
the presence of the Lord.

All Nations Church of
God By Faith
3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St.
Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656
Sunday School.....................9:30
a.m.
Morning Worship....................................... 11 a.m.
Night Worship........................ 7 p.m.

Tuesday Bible Class ................... 8
p.m.
Friday Tarry Service.................................... 8 p.m.

inspiring message using
the subject "The Best is Yet
to Come" (Romans 8:11).
"To God we give the
glory". We wish to thank
all of our program partici
pants and visitors for wor
shipping with us. Rev.
Ricky Wiggs served as the
evangelist for our revival
which was held February
24 - 26. The Holy Spirit
was truly evident on this
comer.
Holy Communion will
be shared at our 7:45 and
11:00 a.ih. services Sunday
March 2. Pastor Blount
will deliver the sermons at
both services. Music will
be rendered by the
Inspirational Choir under
the direction of our
Minister of Music-Michael
Melvin.
Sunday School begins
at 9:15 a.m. Parents are
encouraged to bring their
children and enjoy the
Sunday School lesson
together with them.
Dates to Remember:
Tutoring & FCAT Test
Help- Monday and Thursday-6:00-8:00 p.m. Fell
owship Hall (Annex)
Noon Day PrayerWednesday-12:00‘ p.m.
Fellowship Hall (Annex)
B ible Study- Wed
nesday- 7:00 p.m.- "Jour
ney into Faith"

:........................................................

Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.

Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

Prayer Tower Church Of God In Christ
1135 37th Street South, St.
Pete, FL

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship......... .............7:45 a.m.
Sunday School .......................................... 9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship .............10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ..............5:00 p.m..
Mid-Week Worship
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Sunday School 10 a.m.

Mt. Zion Primitive
Baptist Church

4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

F
F
L
L

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1

service
Sunday School
9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

O
W
s
H
I
P

The officers and mem
bers of New Hope Mis
sionary Baptist Church ex
tend to you an invitation to
worship with us.
Sunday School starts at
9:00 a.m. with Minister
Donald Pate in charge.
Morning worship begins at
10:15 a.m. with the Dea
cons in charge of Devotion.
Praise and Song Service
will be rendered by the

Mass Choir.
During morning wor
ship, we will have Baptism
and Communion. Rev.
Lonnie Smith of Galilee
Missionary Baptist Church
will deliver the Bread of
Life.
Weekly events:
• Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study, Tuesday at
6:30 p.m.
Upcoming events:

• General Mission Af
ternoon in White, March
23.
• Youth Prayer Break
fast, March 29.
The New Hope Mass
Choir welcomes our Minis
ter of Music, Minister Tony
Young.
Dear Father,
You Have Given
So Much; Give
One Thing More
- A Grateful
Heart. Amen

Sunday Services:
Church School.............................................. •........................................... 9am
Praise & Worship Services.............................................................. 10:30am
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service ... . - . ....
. . 7 ..... 6:30pm
Bible Study . . . . . . . . . .' . , . . . . . .. 7pm

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (72.7) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Tfe church where, everyone is welcome & the Spirit of Christ lives.

St. Joseph Church
2101 - 22nd Ave' S., St. Petersburg

Phone
(813) 328-9412
NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church------

Teijtecostal fcipplc Cljurcl) of God ip Christ

Sunday School......... .9:30 a.m
Morning Worship ....... 11:00 a.m.

CENTER

GRACE

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.in the
Kings Kids Building.
Updated Pickup Info:
The church van will be
happy to give you a ride.
We pick up Sunday
through Thursday. Please
try to notify us one day in
advance. For regular pick
up please leave a message
with the church office, 8944311 ext. 801. For emer
gency pick up ONLY, call
Coa-Coa Rivers at 5500396, Deacon William
Harris,
821-0041
or
Brother Peter Smith, 8959261. We are in need of
van drivers.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. South, St.
Petersburg, FI. 33712,
(727) 894-4311 or Fax
822-1591, Email: mzpmbc@gte.net, Rev. Louis M.
Murphy Sr., Pastor

Join us as we lift up the name ofJesus

3700 22nd Avenue S. • 321-0020
Elder Clarence L, Warren, Pastor

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER

Mt. Zion Before &
After Care program for
ages 5-13 is now accepting
applications. We offer pick
up and drop off to school
each morning and after
noon, early pick up on half
days, and all day care most
school holidays. For before
and aftercare rates, call Jan
Smith,
Monday-Friday,
9:00 am - 5:00 p.m., ext.
402. Hours are 7:00 - 8:30
a.m. and 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
The Reading Enhance
ment Program is accepting
applications for children/students that are inter
ested in the program as
well as preparing grades
3rd - 8th for FCAT.
Teachers and volunteers
are also needed to assist in
areas such as monitoring,
one-on-one teaching, pick
ing up supplies and kitchen
help. Classes meet every
Tuesday and Thursday

(727) 896-5228

Morning Service 11:30 a.m.

Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

The Mt. Zion SAFE
(Substance Abuse Freedom
Education) Ministry pres
ents two faith-based educa
tional programs: Recovery
Concepts
and
Christ
Centered Recovery.
These classes will
empower ALL persons in
CHURCH LEADERSHIP,
LAY PERSONS and those
who have a concern to heal
our community. You will
acquire a working knowl
edge of the addiction and
recovery process. This
course will assist with the
ability of family and
friends to help those suffer
ing from the hardships of
drags and alcohol abuse.
Classes will be on
Thursday nights at 7:00
and 8:15 p.m.. All classes
are held in the Genesis
building. For more infor
mation
contact
A.J.
Murphy, (727) 866-1297.

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Elder Clarence Welch; Pastor

YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Come,join us at the. Church inhere everyone is ‘Welcome!

Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
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Sunday Masses Are At:
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Gospel Choir 9 a.m.
Traditional Choir 11 a.m.

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

Morning Glory
Sunday
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study Tuesday
Prayer & Bible Study
Wednesday
Saturday
Intercessory Prayer

9:30
10:00
11:30
7:30
7:30
5:45

a.m
a.m
a.m
p.m
p.m
a.m

“A church working togetherfor the upbuilding of (fod's kingdom0
With Allah's Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer

Masjid Al-Muminin
Islamic Services

ELIM Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

801 - 6th Avenue S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-5246 / 823-1619

SATURDAYS
Sabbath School: 9 am
Morning Worship: 11 am
Youth Hour: 1 Hour Before
Sunset

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting: 7:30 PM

Traveler’s Rest

Jumuah Prayer - Friday 1:30 p.m.

I

Qur'anic Study - Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Missionary BaPTist
Church

Taleem - 12:00 p.m.

Imam Wilmore Sadiki
3762 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327 - 8483

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021
Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.
Sunday School.............................. 9:30 a.m.
PrayerlPraise Service (Weds.) Rev. Donald

C QrAUrnA

BREAKTHROUGH CHRISTIAN CENTER

■

2900 - 34th Street South
-t--- St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 867-4600/888-447-PRAY (7729) • Fax (727) 867-4662
Website; www.breakthroughcc.com • E-mail pastor@breakthroughcc.com

ELIM Junior Academy & Day Care Center

Friendship

riCtSLU

Missionary Baptist

d('LUSLGKL

Sunday Services:
Power Breakthrough Service @ 11:00 am
A Night of Prophesy @ 6:00 pm
A -ci
Tuesday Services:
“Word Explosion” @ 7:30 pm

Friday Services:

3300 -31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

“Miracle Service” @ 7:30 pm

Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
Thursday
Prayer and Bible Study 7 PM
also Youth Enrichment Hour

RADIO MINISTRY:
WRXB-159© Saturdays - 5-lOam
(Prophet Glenn Miller’s Gospel)
WRXB-1590 Sundays 9:30-10:00 am
WINB-13570 KHZ - Wednesdays 4-4:30pm
(Shockwave Radio)
‘‘PROPHETIC FIRE IS FALLING”
Come As You Are - No Dress Code
“Breaking t hrough the Barners of Impossibilities”

PASTOR/PROPHET
GLENN MILLER

Tape Ministry/Dynamiv Praise & Worship
Prayer 30 Minutes Before Even Service

................................
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Women History
Observance at New
Philadelphia-----------March is Women
History Month at New
Philadelphia. Mid-morning
worship will focus on cul
tural contributions of
women, both past and pres
ent. Church family will be
led in praise and devotion
by women and girls at all
Sunday services.
For Holy Communion
Sunday, the call to holiness
rather than happiness will
be homily for celebrating
the bread and the cup.
Paul’s
admonition to
Corinthian Christians was
that one cannot drink from
the Lord’s cup and cup of
demons. This apostle fur
ther stated, both bread and
cup is actually a sharing
with and participation in
the body and blood of
Christ.
The CDC (aka) New
Philadelphia Community

Services, Inc. urges church
family to be present on
Sunday. Pertinent informa
tion, along with a tangible
item associated with this
vital ministry will be
shared with members. All
relates to an upcoming
event to be sponsored by
this nascent entity within
church’s
organism.
Members are urged to
make a sacrifical effort to
attend.
Members and friends
are invited to attend mid
week Bible Study and
intercessory prayer. Focus
of study is Bible doctrine
on “election.” Free will,
determinism, fairness, and
foreknowledge’s relevance
in understanding doctrine
of election is primary
emphasis of study at these
mid-week gatherings.

GOD
BLESS

Pastor Joseph Gordon
and the Pleasant Grove
Church family invite you to
worship with them on
Sunday, March 2.
The Angelic Choir will
render Song Service, and
Usher Board #1 will serve
in the 7:00 a.m. Early
Morning Worship Service.
Sunday School begins
at 9:30 a.m. with Superin
tendent Deacon Philip Car
ter presiding.
Mid-morning worship
begins at 10:50 a.m. Choir
#1 will render Song Ser
vice, and Usher Board #1
will serve.
Also, at 3:30 p.m., the
General Home Mission
will meet at the Mission
Outreach Center for dedi
cation of a new Neighbor
hood Service Center, Gla
dys D. Newton, President.
Also, at 5:00 p.m., the
Baptist Training Union and
new member orientation
class will meet with Presi
dent Dessie Marshall.
The Nurses Guild Min
istry will meet on Thurs
day, February 27, at 7:00
p.m., Essie R. Evans, Pres
ident. Also, the Deacon and

Trustee Boards will meet at
7:30 p.m.
The First Quarter Busi
ness meeting will begin
promptly at 7:30 p.m. Fri
day, February 28.
Our Annual Church
and Pastor’s Banquet will
be held on Saturday, March
1, at 6:00 p.m. at the Wild
wood Community Center
We’ll see you there.
The Church and Pas
tor’s Anniversary officially
begins on Sunday, March
9, at 3:30 p.m. The Rev.
T.D. Leonard and the Mt.
Tabor Missionary Baptist
Church of Tampa will be in
charge. Services will begin
nightly at 7:30 p.m.
Monday, March 10,
Rev. Ernest Jones and Gal
ilee M.B. Church. Tuesday,
March 11, Rev. Morgie
Ford and New Jerusalem
M.B. Church. Wednesday,
March 12, Rev. Louis Mur
phy and Mt. Zion Progres
sive M.B. Church. Thurs
day, March 13, Rev. Brian
Brown and St. Mark M.B.
Church. Friday, March 14,
Rev. John A. Evans and
Friendship' M.B. Church.
Sunday, March 16, Moder

ator Dr. C.T. Kirkland and
the Mt. Pleasant M.B.
Church of Tampa.
Members - please see
your District leaders for
your gifts. Chairpersons
are Deacons Timothy Jackson, Haron .Sherrod and
Katheryn Monroe.
Pleasant Grove spon
sors a seven-day Caribbean
cruise from May 25-June 1
and a land-lovers bus tour
to New York City and the
Pocono Mountains from
July 11-17. Please contact
Kay Curry at (727) 8642937 after 7:00 p.m. for de
tails.
Let us continue to lift
up all sick and shut-ins in
fervent prayer.
Also, our condolences
go out to the family of the
late George Bell and to
Ruth Johnson-Williams in
her bereavement.
Thought for the week:
“For what is a man profit
ed, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his
own soul?” (Matthew
16:26).
May His peace be with
you till we meet again.

Trinity Presbyterian Church
Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance

Ctttairai Arts Programs After School

Mon,, WL Friday -

* StflOpm

Free Registration

Deborah R. Green, Executive Director,
at: (T2T)«21-9472

2611 Sth. S • St. Petersburg, Ft 33711
Church Phone (727) 323-3210
Pastor’s office: (727) 895-9591

9:00 AM................... ............. Prayer Time
9:30 AM..................... ........... Sunday School
11:00 AM....................................... Worship
12:30 PM............................After Service Fellowship
Wednesday 6:30 PM Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the Gospel
and a Christian community for everyone

Rev.: Constance I). Samuels - Pastor

Harvest Revival

Ft

Enlarge Our Coast..............Join us for the
FeastNightly Services Sept. 20th thru

? Sept. 28th, 2002 @ 7:30 PM

Saturday services @ 2:30 PM

■

For additional information, call 550-2521 or 866-0643
Pastor - Bishop James W. Paschal
Guest Evangelist - Evangelist Irene Crawford of Cincinnati, OH

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH
2051 - 9th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Clifford F. Carinedy, Sr., Pastor
(813) 822-2455
Church School.........9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship. ...11:00a.m.
B.TU........................5:00 p.m.
Evening Worship.....6:00 p.m.
Tuesday Evening
Bible Glass....... ...■>,■7:30 p.m.

Wednesday-Youth
Rehearsal...............5:30 p.m. I
Thursday Prayer & Church
School Study......... ...7:30 p.m.
1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.
Choir Rehearsal..,.11-60 a.rrc

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship.................................................... 7:00 a.m.
Sunday School..................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union..................'. ...............................4:30 p.m.
Communion........................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 am.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays.......................................................................... 7:30 pm.

Rev. Joseph Gordon

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
Rev.. Calvin Hopkins

5t. John Missionary (Baptist Church

Sunday Services

gB

■

iBBaaL,

Weekly Services'

arl

---

Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m..

The church where everybody is somebody and Christ is abb

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church

Dr. Frederick D.
Terry

wBL

---------

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sunday Service .......................... ................................ 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ......................................................... 11:00a.m.
Baptist Training Union ................................................... 5:00 p.m.

930 - 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida
Morning worshi
..................... .
8:00 a.m:
Sunday School..................................................................
9:30 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship ........................................... 11:OO a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Class Wed......................7:00 p.m.
Elder? Tony Smith
Transportation to Church: 727-743-3993 or 727-798-4430
Communion is Observed quarterly
the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

LIGHTHOUSE CATHEDRAL OF FAITH
309 15th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Telephone: 727-823-5750
Fax:727-821-9000

Archbishop Willie Bolden, D.D., D.D.
Pastor Glenda Bolden, PH.D., D.D.
Delores Ross, Resident Pastor

AIB1

Queen Street
Church Of God In Christ

Sunday Morning Prayer.......................................................
Sunday School........................................................................
Sunday Worship Service......................................................
Intercessory Prayer - Wednesday................................
Bible Study - Wednesday............................................
Intercessory Prayor - Saturday..........................................

Willie & Glenda
Bolden

.......... 8:00 AM
.......... 8:15 AM
.......... 9:00 AM
.......... 6:30 PM
.........7:30 PM
.........6:00 PM

"Arise shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." (Isaiah 60; 1)

20th Street
Church Of
Christ
820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Qfiaae. MiMottaTu^ finptiit Qkuteh

Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor

Greater Mt. Zion
African Methodist
Episcopal Church

■

The teacher is Elder
Robert Boyd. You are wel
come to join us (Union
Street is between 21st and
22nd Street S.)
For more information,
please call 502-9280 or
698-1368.

GIVE GO© WHAT’S SIGHT,
WOT WHAT’S LETT!

I

919 - 20th Street S', St Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams.
Male Bible Study Weds- 6:30 P-mPrayer
Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

Bishop James W. Paschal
and wife, Lavern

Tuesday. It will be each
Tuesday evening from
7:00-8:30 p.m.
The study “will not
consist of any denomina
tional teachings nor addi
tions or subtractions of
scriptures”!

1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056

Bus ministry provided for. ail services • Your presence is welcomed

House Of God, PGT
930 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

New Life Church of
Christ, located at 916
Union Street S., St.
Petersburg, will be the new
location of a community
Bible Study.
The study is to begin
on March 4, which is a

2830 - 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 327-8560

‘ The Church Where The Anointing Makes
The Difference”
Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m.
Church School & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible Study Tuesdays 7 p.m.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.

New Life Church of Christ

Pleasant Grove Missionary
Baptist Church----------------------

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

"Soaring Higher in
Christ Jesus"

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class ....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship............... .10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday............... .7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ................ 5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .......7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class . .. .7:00 p.m.

Christ Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
327-0997

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Spiritual Counseling

Each 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month

9:00am- 10:00am

Are you doing what God wants you to do?
Need your Ministry Degree or Ordination?
Call Us Today!

SUNDAY

Pastor Keturah
D. Pittman

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church
(727) 327-0554

TUESDAY

"Church of The Open Door"

(W BIBEE COLLEGE

Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.

PRAYER TIMES
Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.

RADIO BROADCAST

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

2232 62nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 867-2400

3455 - 26th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.

Sundays 7:45 a.m.
If you would like to come io church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.

9:45am
11:00am
6:00pm- 7:00pm

• Wednesday- Prayer Meeting & Bible Study,
7:00pm- Until
• Thursday- Tutoring for K thru 5th,
6:30pm- 7:30pm
• Friday- Great Book Review for Youth, 7:00pm
• Saturday- Young Men's Bible Study, "Teen Word"

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor

FRIDAY

African Methodist Episcopal Church
• Sunday- Church School,
• Sunday- Worship Service,
• Thesday- Operation "BIG EAR",

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

Home St

Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

' Saint Mark

Call 813-237-6076
oIl-Free 877-428-6588

816 E. Genesee St.
Tampa, FL 33603

Rev. Joaquin
Marvin

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship:
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Wed. NBC/AWANA/Bible Study/
Praise & Prayer 7:00 p.m.
Thurs. Midday Bible Study
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.
Sat. Noon Day Prayer Hour
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.

I
All Nations Church of
God by Faith-------------Youth Sunday Service
began as a blessing to all
who were present. It’s a joy
to see our youth on their
assigned post throughout
the church. Our new com
bined Youth Mass Choir
was beautiful and uplifting
in spirit and in song. Praise
God. The praise to Emanu
el filled the house. We
were reminded right away
that Satan is not prejudice,
and we must encourage our
children and friends and
family to go on with the
Lord.
We honored nearly two
dozen young people for
their honor roll achieve
ments and also those who
went beyond to the Dean’s
list and straight A list. The
prayers that go up for our
children are answered, be
cause our motto is “We can
do all things through Christ
Jesus”. Three of our young
people gave homage to
those who have given them
love, guidance and time. It
was a precious moment in
our present-day Black His
tory.
We received words of
encouragement from Kev
in Wells. He directed him
self mostly to the young
men. He gave notice that
he is destined for success
and not because he Said so,
but because God said so!
He read from Deut. 11:1315 Do you know why you
are here? Each and every
thing that has come
and

in

out of our lives has been to
bring us out and into suc
cess so that God will get
the glory. God uses us as
we are, messed up, wasted
up, sick and down and out.
When we stop being lazy,
too tired, too sleepy arid
too unruly and let go and
let God, then we can go
through the door He has
opened for us to walk in
and possess our land.'
Jesus is that door, and
He is the way and in Him
we can do all things!
Sister Brown read
from Romans 12:2 as she
commented after Brother
Wells. She addressed the
young ladies to look to
God for love and not to the
young men who use the
word love to get what they
want. We are to walk as
God called us, not con
forming to what others do
and say. We need to get rid
of that “like Mike” attitude
and get like Jesus. We
thank God for his powerful
Word. We are encouraged
to know that all we need is
in the house of God, and
we are workers together.
We all don’t have it togeth
er, but together we have it
aft.
Glory to God for yet
another soul was added to
the church.
We pray God’s bless
ings upon you - from the
hearts of Pastors J. and J.
Williams.

Travelers’ Rest M.B. Church
We welcome you into
the house of the Lord.
Come and experience the
presence of God as we rev
erently fellowship and lis
ten to God’s Word
preached by Pastor D.
Franklin Browne.
Worship times:
8:00 a.m., Early Morn
ing (contemporary ser
vice). Musical selections
led by the Praise Team. The
Word preached by Pastor
Browne. Holy Communion
served.
9:30 a.m., Sunday
School. Students are to re
port to their new classes on
Sunday. We thank God for
how He is blessing our
Sunday School.
11:00 a.m., Traditional
Worship. Devotion Service

led by Deacons and Dea
conesses Ministry. Musical
selections:
Konsonant
Choir. Morning sermon
preached
by
Pastor
Browne. Holy Communion
served, and Usher Ministry
#1, our doorkeepers and
Men’s Ministry greeting
the membership.
Members are reminded
of monthly business meet
ing on Friday, Feb. 28, at
7:00 p.m. A special request
to the membership to
please submit your sugges
tions for an excursion for
our upcoming 59th Church
Anniversary in April. Our
anniversary chairperson is
Anne Killen. Your input is
also needed for activities to
the Strawberry Festival and
the Passion Play in Hud

son. Please sign up by
March 2.
Weekly activities:
Thursday, Feb. 27 11:00 a.m., In-depth study
of the Scriptures - MidDay Bible Study; 7:00
p.m., Konsonant Choir re
hearsal.
Friday, Feb. 28 - Praise
Team rehearsal, 5:30 p.m.;
monthly business meeting
(church conference), 7:00
p.m.
Saturday, Mar. 1 - 9:00
a.m., Men’s Ministry
breakfast meeting; 10:00
a.m., Deaconess Ministry
meeting.
Monday, Mar. 3 - 6:00
p.m., By-Law Committee
meeting.
Weds., Mar. 5 - 7:00
p.m., Youth Choir rehearsal

St. Mark A.M.E.
and Bible Study; 7:00-7:30
p.m., Prayer and Praise led
by the Deacons; 7:30-8:30
p.m., Bible Study with
Pastor Browne.
If you are new to the
area and have no church
home, we invite you to
become a part of our
church family. Needing
transportation to church
service or activities? Please
contact the office at 8224869 prior to the scheduled
events.
Parents of children in
public schools are remind
ed that State FCAT testing
will begin March 3, 4, 5,
10,11 and 12 for grades 312. Please stress the impor
tance of doing their very
best.
God’s blessings to all!

Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
Give glory to God,
saints!
The Mt. Zion Church
family, under the leader
ship of Pastor Clarence A.
Williams, extends a true,
sincere invitation to join us
in worship. We welcome
you this first Sunday,
March 2, to experience
God’s anointed spirit.
Services begin at 7:30
a.m. with the Praise Team
lifting our hearts in adora
tion and thanksgiving. The
Richardson Special Chorus
will render Song Service
throughout the day. Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Our second service is

at 11:00 a.m. with the
Praise Team opening. Holy
Communion will be admin
istered at both services.
Pastor Williams will deliv
er the Word of God with
soul-stirring power.
Our Vintage Adult Bi
ble Ministry (55 and over)
invites one and all to visit
with us each Wednesday
from 11:00 a.m.-l:00 p.m.
for Bible Study and a nour
ishing meal. The fellow
ship is great, and you’ll get
a spiritual and physical
feeding. Make plans to join
us on March 5. Tommy
Williams will be the speak
er from Neighborly Senior

Services. Topic: Older prepare our hearts and
American Act. Feel free to minds for the partaking of
come out and share.
the Lord’s Supper. Every
In need of a mid-week one is encouraged to share
lift? Then, Mt. Zion is the in this service.
place. Each Wednesday
Weekly activities:
night from 7:00-8:00 p.m.,
Monday - Bible Study,
we experience the awe 6:00-7:30 p.m.
some power of the Holy
Wednesday - Vintage
Ghost at our “Hour of Bible Study, 11:00 a.m.Power”, worship. Songs of 12:30 p.m.; Men’s Bible
praise, testimonies and the Study, 6:00 p.m.; ‘Hour of
Word are provided. Come Power Praise Service,
join us as we lift high the 7:00-8:00 p.m.
name of Jesus. We are hav
“Let us continue to
ing a Hallelujah good time. pray for one another. ” Be
Come as you are and be blessed and have a Jesusblessed!
filled week.
Join us Friday, Febru
ary 28, at 7:00 p.m. as we

"I will bless the Lord at
all times Hiss Praise shall
continually be in my
mouth!"
The members of St.
Mark AME Church give
praises to God and thank
its members and many
friends for your untiring
support
during
our
Anniversary Celebration
Activities. The Lord truly
blessed us throughout this
entire month.
Last Sunday’s activi
ties culminated with two
services. The 11:00 a.m.
message was brought by
the Presiding Elder Jerome
L. Denmark, who remind
ed us that, God will allow
some dark clouds to arise
in our lives, but after dark
clouds comes sunshine.
God is a respecter of per
sons, and if he did it for
Elijah on Mt. Carmel He
will do it for us on the Mt.
Cannels in our lives". The
young people under the
direction of Mrs. Adrianna
Hosey
presented
a
Liturgical dance depicting

our passage from Africa to
America as well as the
beginning of the AME
Church. Solos were ren
dered by Minister Faith
Frost-Johnson.
At 4:00 p.m. the Rev.
Herbert Hollingsworth and
the Mount Moriah family
of Tarpon Springs came
down in full force and they
blessed in song and the
Word. Many thanks go to
all of our guest participants
throughout this month.
Special thanks go out to the
Rev. Kenneth and Sis,
Karen Irby the chairperson
for such an array of spiritu
al activities.
Please plan to join St.
Mark this week as they cel
ebrate the Lord's Supper on
Sunday during the 11:00
a.m. worship hour. The
message will be brought by
Pastor Rev. Keturah D.
Pittman and the music will
be rendered by the Mass
choir under the direction of
Sis. Keisha Pittman and lit
tle Ms. Amber Bannister,
the musician.

Soloist, Minister Faith Frost-Johnson

ATTEND YOUP PLACE OF WOPSHIP THIS WEEK!
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BAPTIST MINISTERS FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE

.

Of St. Petersburg, FL, Announces the

2003 CITY-WIDE REVIVAL
Sunday, March 2, 2003 - 4:00 p.m.
M onday - Friday
March 3-7, 2003 - 7:00 p.m.
at the

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
1301 - 37th St. So., St. Petersburg, FL
Rev. Brian K. Brown, Host Pastor

I

I
I
■

Revival Preacher: Dr. Wallace Hartsfield, Kansas City, MO "
1st Vice President National Baptist Convention ofAmerica
|
Theme://The Church Maintaining its Message, Mission and
Ministry in a 911 World/'

I

GOD
BLESS
WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO
YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!
The Family
That Prays
Together Stays
Together

and fear. -1 Peter 3:15

I
I

■

The Women’s Growth Institute

Pastor's Conference: Dr. Hartsfield shares his heart con

Tteir 21.qt Annl Warm's and Teas

d Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church,
3647 - 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, FL
W ill te cdda^irg

cerning vital issues & concerns -Tues., Weds.,Thurs. 1012 p.m.

Erirfa/, hfirdi 7th and Sbhircfe/, March 8th.

Keynote Speaker for this event will be
Karen Cheatham from Muskegon, Michigan.
Cur Thane This Year 3s "3n Times Like These"

I
I

■

Rev. Willie Miller,
President Baptist Ministers Fellowship Conference
Pastor Jerry Alexander, Sr., Chairman ofEvangelism
Pastor Brian Brown, Co-chair Evangelism

I
I

Friday Night, March 7th, will be Family Night, a
sendee of worship and praise, and on Saturday,
March 8th, we will begin at 8:00 a.m. with a light
breakfast, and the Conference begins at 8:30 a.m.
Lunch will be served.

■
This year, we have included a session for pre-teens,
ages 8 - 12. Also, child care will be available.
For additional information, please call
Helen Callier (727) 327-1597 or you may call
the church (727) 327-9711.

L-R: Presiding Elder Jerome Denmark and Sis.
'Adrianna Hosey

L-R: Kara Irby, Michelle Wright, A’Rielle Snead,
Briauanna Jerinagen and Kennetra Irby.

‘The Lord is
great and is to
be highly
praised; His
greatness is
beyond under
standing.”
Psalms 145:3
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WOMAN’S WORLD
African-American "Shero" of Harley
Davidson-----------------------------------------------

Black History - Lessons Learned From
a Self-Made Millionaire--------------------

February is both Black
History and Women's His
tory month. As we look at
stories which highlight
women who broke down
both gender and racial bar
riers, its hard to find a more
intriguing example of cour
age than Bessie Stringfield.
Bessie's story, as well as
the stories of many other
women who paved the way
for female riders, are fea
tured as part of "Heroes of
Harley-Davidson," an ex
pansive new exhibit open
ing this month at the na
tional Motorcycle Hall of
Fame Museum in Ohio.
Bessie received her
first motorcycle in 1927, at
age 16. When she was 19,
she set out on the first of
eight solo cross-country
gypsy tours on one of the
27 Harley-Davidsons she
would own. She traversed
all of America, much of it
on unpaved roads, and also
toured the segregated
South. Living and riding in
an era when most AfricanAmerican women, in fact
most women, were trapped
in traditional roles, the
diminutive but audacious 4'
3" Stringfield was a true
pioneer.

Many question the
choice of entrepreneurship
as a profession. Owning a
business is difficult, uncer
tain financially and guaran
tees long hours with little
up-front return. Why are
entrepreneurs so driven?
What keeps them going?
Yuwanda Black, co
owner of the online retailer,
EthnicHomeDecor.com,
admits, "I have definitely
doubted my sanity for tak
ing this route at times.
That's when I think of Ma
dam CJ Walker. She never
fails to be a source of inspi
ration for me."
Madam Walker, bom
Sarah Breedlove, was the
daughter of slaves, an or
phan at 7, a widow and sin
gle mother - all before age
20. She also had no formal
education, was poor (she
worked as a domestic), and
was bom in a time of ram
pant and overt racism and
sexism.
So how did she be
come the first African
American female million
aire? Some say she is the
first female, black or white,
self-made American mil
lionaire.
The following are five

Motorcyclist Bessie Stringfield
photo by Motorcycle Hall of Fame Museum

After the outbreak of
World War II, Bessie
served as a civilian courier
for the Army's motorcycle
dispatch unit - she was the
only woman in a unit with
six other Black male riders.
Local news reports in her
hometown
of Miami
dubbed her the "Motor
cycle Queen of Miami."
Bessie was inducted in
the national Motorcycle
Hall of Fame in 2002, and

died in February 1993 at
the age of 82, after having
spent 63 years riding
motorcycles.
If you'd like more de
tails on Bessie's amazing
life, or are interested in
learning more about addi
tional female "Heroes of
Harley-Davidson," please
call the number below, or
see the related biographical
sketch of her life, on this
page. The Motorcycle Hall

of Fame Museum is locat
ed just outside Columbus,
Ohio, on the campus of the
American Motorcyclist As
sociation. The two-story,
24,000-square foot muse
um is open daily from 9:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
For more information,
visit www.motorcyclemuseum.org, or call Elke
Martin, (for Motorcycle
Hall of Fame Museum),
770.475.5253 Office.

Bessie B. Stringfield - Motorcycle
Pioneer--------------------------------------------------1911-1993
by Ann Ferrar
The life and times of
African-American motor
cycling pioneer Bessie B.
Stringfield seem like the
stuff of which legends are
made. Bessie has been
written about in books,
magazines and newspapers.
She has been mentioned in
television documentaries,
and someday there may be
a film dramatization based
on her life story. In 1990,
when the AMA opened the
first Motorcycle Heritage
Museum, Bessie was fea
tured in its inaugural exhib
it on Women in Motorcy
cling. A decade later, the
AMA instituted the Bessie
Stringfield Award to honor
women who are leaders in
our sport. And in 2002, she
was inducted into the
Motorcycle Hall of Fame.
Bessie - "BB" as she
was known among friends would probably be amused
and yet proud of all the
attention. Referring to her
adventures and her sixtyplus years of motorcycle
riding, she once quipped: "I
was somethin’! What I did
was fun and I loved it."
In the 1930s and
1940s, Bessie took eight
long-distance, solo rides
across the United States.
Speaking to a reporter, she
dismissed the notion that
"nice girls didn’t go around
riding motorcycles in those
days." Further, she was ap
parently fearless at riding
through the Deep South
when racial prejudice was a
tangible threat. Was Bessie
consciously championing
the rights of women and
African-Americans? Bessie
would most likely have
said she was simply living

her life in her own way.
In interviews with au
thor Ann Ferrar, Bessie
revealed how she drew
courage from two things:
Her Catholic faith in Jesus
Christ, whom she called
"The Man Upstairs"; and
the values she learned from
her adoptive mother.
Early on, Bessie had to
steel herself against life’s
disappointments. Bom in
Kingston, Jamaica in 1911,
as a child she was. brought
to Boston but was or
phaned by age five. She re
called, "An Irish lady
raised me. I’m not allowed
to use her name. She gave
me whatever I wanted.
When I was in high school
I wanted a motorcycle. And
even though good girls did
n’t ride motorcycles, I got
one."
She was sixteen when
she climbed aboard her
first bike, a 1928 Indian
Scout. With no prior
knowledge of how to oper
ate the controls, Bessie
proved to be a natural. She
insisted that the Man Up
stairs gave her the skills:
"My [Irish] mother said if I
wanted anything I had to
ask Our Lord Jesus Christ,
and so I did. He taught me
and He’s with me at all
times even now. When I get
on the motorcycle I put the
Man Upstairs on the front.
I’m very happy on two
wheels."
She was especially
happy on Milwaukee iron.
Her one Indian notwith
standing, Bessie said of the
twenty-seven Harleys she
owned in her lifetime: "To
me, a Harley is the only
motorcycle ever made."
At nineteen she began

tossing a penny over a map
and riding to wherever it
landed. Bessie cqyered the
48 lower states. Using her
natural skills and can-do
attitude, she did hill climb
ing and trick riding in car
nival stunt shows. But it
was her faith that got her
through many nights. "If
you had black skin you
couldn’t get a place to
stay," she said. "I knew the
Lord would take care of me
and He did. If I found
Black folks I’d stay with
them. If not, I’d sleep at
filling stations on my
motorcycle." She laid her
jacket on the handlebars as
a pillow and rested her feet
on the rear fender.
In between her travels,
Bessie wed and divorced
six times, declaring, "If you
kissed, you got married."
After she and her first hus
band were deeply saddened
by the loss of three babies,
Bessie had no more chil
dren. Upon divorcing her
third husband, Arthur
Stringfield, she said, "He
asked me to keep his name
because I’d made it fa
mous!"
During World War II,
Bessie worked for the army
as a civilian motorcycle
dispatch rider. The only
woman in her unit, she
completed rigorous train
ing maneuvers. She learned
how to weave a makeshift
bridge from rope and tree
limbs to cross swamps,
though she never had to do
so in the line of duty. With
a military crest on the front
of her own blue Harley, a
Sixty-One, she carried doc
uments between domestic
bases.
Bessie encountered ra

cial prejudice on the road.
One time she was followed
by a man in a pickup truck
who ran her off the road,
knocking her off her bike.
She downplayed her cour
age in coping with such
incidents: "I had my ups
and downs," she shrugged.
In the 1950s Bessie bought
a house in a Miami, Florida
suburb. She became a li
censed, practical nurse and
founded the Iron Horse
Motorcycle Club. Dis
guised as a man, Bessie
won a flat track race but
was denied the prize mon
ey when she took off her
helmet. Her other antics such as riding while stand
ing in the saddle of her
Harley - attracted the local
press. Reporters called her
the "Negro' Motorcycle
Queen" and later the "Mo
torcycle Queen of Miami."
In the absence of children,
Bessie found joy in her pet
dogs, some of Whom parad
ed with her on her motorcy
cle.
Late in life, Bessie suf
fered from symptoms
caused by an enlarged
heart. "Years ago the doctor
wanted to stop me from
riding," she recalled. "I told
him if I don’t ride, I won’t
live long. And so I never
did quit."
Before she died in
1993 at the age of eightytwo, Bessie said, "They tell
me my heart is three times
the size it’s supposed to
be." An apt metaphor for
this unconventional woman
whose heart and spirited
determination
have
touched so many lives.

AD AND NEWS DEADLINE IS 4:00 P.M. MONDAY

steps that Ms. Black be
lieves were crucial to Ma
dame Walker's success.
1. Choose success:
What does that mean? Yu
wanda recounts, "You have
to believe it to achieve it."
Success is ninety percent
mental, ten percent hard
work. If you don't first be
lieve that you can achieve
your goal, you will uncon
sciously hinder your ability
to do the necessary work.
Remember,
Madam
Walker was bom (18671919) into a life and time
when it was practically un
heard of for a woman to
achieve what she did black or white. At some
point, she had to choose to
believe that she could
make her dream a reality.
2. Devise a plan: Re
member, "If you fail to
plan, you plan to fail." In
the beginning, Madam
Walker traveled for a year
and a half throughout the
South and Southeast, sell
ing her products door to
door and devising sales and
marketing strategies.
Ms. Black says, "EthnicHomeDecor.com had a
written plan for its first
three years before the doors

ever opened." She believes
you have to know what you
want from your enterprise
because that will dictate
how you go about setting
up and operating it.
Consult books on entrepre
neurship that outline ques
tions to ask in the begin
ning stages of a business.
3. Take action: Madam
said it best, "I got myself a
start by giving myself a
start."
It is easy to become
overwhelmed, especially in
the beginning. Every day
do something, no matter
how small, toward your
dream. Performing small
tasks every day add up.
Keep a diary to track your
progress. Reviewing even
one week of what you've
done will make you feel
accomplished and feed the
fire to continue.
4. Remove negative in
fluences from your life: Al
though most people are
overwhelmingly support
ive, there will be those
don't share your vision. Af
ter years of struggling and
suffering, Madame Walker
wanted her company to
thrive and divorced her
third husband in order to

devote the necessary ener
gies to the business.
EthnicHomeDecor.com
is Ms. Black's second busi
ness. Firm in her belief that
entrepreneurship is about
tenacity, she says, "There
will be days when you
want to give up. That's
when you need people
around you who pick you
up, dust you off and leave
you feeling rejuvenated.
Negativity drains the cup
of desire; it doesn't feed the
fire for success."
5. Be persistent: If you
truly believe in your goal,
keep taking the necessary
steps to achieve it. Repeat
every corny, self-help
phrase; read every over
priced, can-do book; listen
to every inspirational guru.
In essence, do what you
have to do to keep going,
for "there is no royal
flower-strewn path to suc
cess," Madam Walker once
commented. "And if there
is, I have not found it, for if
I have accomplished any
thing in life it is because I
have been willing to work
hard."
And, adds Ms. Black,
"She persevered."

On February 14, 1936, the National Negro Congress organized, at a Chicago
meeting attended by 817 delegates representing more than 500 organizations.
Asa Phillip Randolph of. the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters was elected

president of the new organization.
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SISTAHS SUPPO RT
BREAST HEALTH
Save another woman’s life. Host a Sistah Party. These get-togethers
give women the opportunity to discover the power of early
breast-cancer detection. St Anthony’s Health Care, serving the

African-American population for more than 70 years, will support
your Sistah Party.

As a hostess, you need to:

* invite 5 friends or
relatives

* Provide a location
* Prepare a snack
* Follow-up with your
guests

To host a Sistah Party, call (727) 825-1056.

SLAnthony§
RIAITH CAMS
www.stanthonys.com
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NORTH CENTRAL NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E.

OCALA
NEWS

by Jim Thorpe

This group was the “Heavenly Stars” of Ocala in the
1950s and 1960s. The first five callers with the cor
rect names of each of the singers will receive a
Weekly Challenger free for a month. Call Jim
____________ Thorpe at (352) 629-2948.____________

GOSPEL CHOIR CONCERT
Central Florida Community College Gospel Choir
will present "When the Saints Go to Worship... God
Indeed Answers" on Friday, February 28, in the CFCC
Auditorium, Building 4, at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 in
advahce and $12 at the door. For more information call
(352) 854-2322 ext. 1721.
NEW ZION MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
PASTOR’S ANNIVERSARY - THANK YOU
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is
with the sincerest gratitude and God’s blessing that I say
"THANK YOU" to the members ,of New Zion Missionary
Baptist Church in my first year as your pastor. "Having
therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day
witnessing to both small and great" (Acts 26:22). Words
cannot express the joy that I have experienced when I

Coach
continued from pg. 1
Upon graduating from
Florida A&M in 1937 with
a Bachelor’s degree he
would be employed in the
school system of Gadsden
County, Florida from 1937
- 1942. He later earned his
Masters
degree
from
Florida A&M. From 19421945 he served in the
United States Army. After
helping to defeat Hitler of

Germany and Tojo of
Japan, Ocala’s favorite son
came marching home to
assist, and then to succeed
his high school coach, Mr.
James F. Boss in 1946.
He had been imbued
with a spirit of winning,
supported by the fact that
between the fall of 1946
and fall 1964, he compiled
a remarkable record of
122-22-6. For years under
his generalship the Wildbulls was the team to be

Rev. Dr. Cecil Wilson and family
have witnessed your efforts in making this First
Anniversary a reality.
God has brought us a long way in just one year. God
has blessed us with an increase in membership, new min
istries, and most of all our spiritual growth in the Lord.
My heart goes out to you in Christian love when I see evi
dence of your commitment to the vision of God’s pro
gram. "For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight
wisdom and knowledge and joy." (Ecc. 26a). When we do
it right, God blesses it right.
New Zion, you are a wonderful Church. God be
praised! Thank you one and all for whatever part you
played great or small - THANK YOU!
Special thanks to Josephine Byrd (Pastoral Anni
versary Chairperson), Viola Hope and Sister Margaret
Cyprian (Pastor Aide Ministry Co-Chairpersons) - it
would have been impossible to accomplish the magnitude
of success that we have witnessed this month without
your unwearied support and dedication. To the Pastor
Aide Ministry, words cannot express the depth of grati
tude and love we feel for you. You have prayed daily'for
this Pastor and his family, God heard and answered your
prayers. Thank you for your faithfulness! Special thanks
to all members of the various ministries and committees
of this church. Thank you again for your faithfulness in
this endeavor.
Sister Wilson joins me in thanking each of you for the
love and prayers you have shared in this effort. Together
we can and we Will make this journey.
May God continue to richly bless you and may you
continue to be the God-fearing people that you are.
In the Lord’s Service, Rev. Dr. Cecil Wilson, Pastor.
reckoned with in Central
and Northern Florida. His
teams were always charac
terized by sportsmanship,
talent, discipline, and re
spect for authority. Be
cause of this, the Wildbulls
would win the North Big
Nine Conference Cham
pionship in 1953 and 1962.
During his tenure he would
coach some of the greatest
athletes to ever play in the
State of Florida.
He is survived by

BROOKSVILLE
Greetings! The pastor, offi
cers and the entire Mt.
Zion Mondon Hill family
hope everyone enjoyed this
year's "Black History
Month." We are continuing
to find out more and more
about the contributions that
our race of people made to
the history of the world.
Last
Sunday,
the
YPD'ers were in charge of
the worship service, fol
lowing church school, and
the continental breakfast
which Supt. Lawson has
for the church school atten
dees. The young people, as
usual, did a magnificent
job, with the . youth choir,
directed by Mrs. Bennett

and Mrs. Cook, furnishing
the music.
Afterwards, a brief
program was presented in
which members were told
of some of the contribu
tions that several members
of Mt. Zion made to our
history in Brooksville; just
to name a few, Rev. S.C.
Lawson and Lee Lawson.
Rev. Lowery then told us
about his mother, Jessie
Lowery, who was the first
Black student at the Con
servatory of Music in Cin
cinnati, Ohio. She went on
to become one of the most
renowned music instruc
tors in that area.
A beautiful presenta
tion was done on some of
7^sft n'

the old Negro spirituals by
Sillar Townsend, after
which Janies Stephens and
Devon Bristol gave reports
on some of the great inven
tors of the past, who played
a part in our rich Black her
itage. Beulah Lawson,
Christian Education Direc
tor, guided the youth in do
ing their research of Black
history. It was an enlight
ening and enjoyable serv
ice; of course Rev. Lowery
gave us a sermon to feast
on for this week, leading
up to the first Sunday,
when we will celebrate the
Lord's Supper.
You are invited to join
us at any or all of our wor
ship services,' beginning

with Church School, 9:15
a.m., and Worship Service
at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays,
and Bible Study each
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We
love having visitors, and
here at the little white
church on the hill, "Love
Makes the Difference."
You may leave a mes
sage in the office (352)
796-1955, or if you need to
contact Rev. Lowery, his
home number is (727) 8660126.
Mt.
Zion A.M.E.
Church, 8160 W.P.A.
Road, Brooksville, FL.,
Rev. Marvin Lowery,
Pastor.

Karry

SPECIAL
VALUES AVAILABLE
THIS WEEK ONLY!
a ® w' ISSmI1

>*

Use your PCC card and find
extraordinary savings on
select items this week.

ii

daughters, Ruby "Love"
Croskey and Rita Lofton,
Ocala; sons, Reuben John
son III, Tallahassee and
Langston F. Johnson, Mia
mi; 12 grandchildren; and
15 great-grandchildren.
Ruby "Love" Croskey,
the oldest daughter, said he
was a hands-on father who
instilled in all of his chil
dren the value of an educa
tion. Coach Johnson will
be missed by many.

Greater Hopewell Baptist Church Celebrates
Annual Mission Celebration----------------------------OCALA - The Greater
Hopewell Missionary Bap
tist Church will observe
their Annual Mission Day
with a mini retreat and spe
cial program.
Using
the
theme
“Called and Accountable”
with the thematic scripture

Romans 8:28 and Romans
14:11,12, the church will
host a mini-retreat on Sat
urday, March 1, 8:30 a.m.
until 1:00 p.m.
There will be sessions
for all ages. Inspirational
and dynamic teachers will
focus on the theme with

biblical background infor
mation.
A continental breakfast
and lunch will be served.
The observance contin
ues on Sunday, March 9,
with a special program at
3:30 p.m. Marie Herring,
Hawthorne, FL, will be the

guest speaker.
Reverend George W.
Lee, Pastor, and Lois Lil
ley, Missionary Society
President, cordially invite
the public to attend.

PLEASE E-MAIL ALL ADS AND ARTICLES TO:
tchallen@tampabay.rr.com

)n February

13, 1635,

CARPET • WOOD • TILE

uerica's first

SALE

iblic schOOl,

atin SchOOl,

HUNDREDS
COMMERCIAL
of Carpet Remnants
f
’3 49
to Choose From!!
from J SQ yd.

)ened. Black

HEAVY TEXTURE

the BOStOn

WHOLE HOUSE CARPET

udents were

$

jF jr

Sq.

Up to 60
Yds.
Installed w/Pad

eluded frOm

attending.

! SALE

SALE

Wood

CERAMIC

TILE

Flooring from Z O
OzSQ. FT.

and
Laminates HARTCO WOOD
DESIGNER
in
BERBERS 99
M 99
Stock
I
SO. FT.
from
SQ.YD.

Red Grapefruit

tag

’4

FINANCING AvAiLABLE W.A.C.
visit us at www.cptstore.weardated.net

:■ /L

m

SAVE to

€

^5e ¥°ar
f°T *Bscott«ted admission to_____
7.50 The Volvo tennis Classic forum
at Nat St Pete Bum F«wn on Saturday, Maadi 1 at 639}»n

ST. PETERSBURG

SW CORNER 22ND AVE. & 28TH ST. NORTH
727-321-9590

Prices Effective: Wednesday, February 26 - Tuesday, March 4,200J
na nan» as
ss fetf aun&w mf asfraor amaopMcai m et&oea&tc taors

20

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 5, 2003

STATE NEWS
Florida Universities Receive Record
Amount of Federal Support for
Research Projects-----------------------------TALLAHASSEE-Ed
ucation Commissioner Jim
Home announced recently
that Florida's State Univer
sity System will receive
$122.6 million in federal
research funds mandated
by Congress, the highest le
vel of congressional sup
port ever for Florida's state
universities.
In 2002, the State Uni
versity System realized
about $107 million, and in
2001 about $100 million.
With another big increase
this year, Florida's 11 pub
lic universities have seen a
90 percent increase over
the past three years in di
rect federal congressional
appropriations support.
"We are elated with the
results of our efforts to
demonstrate the talent and
expertise we have in our
universities," Home said.
"These
congressionally
mandated projects will help
our nation excel in impor
tant work in bioterrorism
research, medicine, public
health, agriculture, trans
portation, defense and edu
cation."
Gov. Jeb Bush thanked
members of the congres
sional delegation and the
Department of Education

for their efforts. "The in
crease in federal dollars is
an affirmation of the excel
lent research taking place
in our state universities,"
the
governor
said.
"Through this funding,
Florida's brightest minds
will have more opportuni
ties to make a difference in
the lives of others."
Home praised the
Florida congressional dele
gation for their bipartisan
support of the SUS agenda.
"This was another tough
year," said Horne. "With
economic setbacks and a
need to reorder budget pri
orities for homeland securi
ty, we did not anticipate an
increase in federal support.
While we know the support
of our delegation in Wash
ington is strong, there is no
one who has championed
our agenda more than Rep.
Bill Young, who chairs the
House
Appropriations
Committee."
Tom Petway, chairman
of the Florida Board of
Governors, the board that
guides the state universi
ties, said the federal sup
port will bolster the grow
ing research power of Flor
ida's institutions of higher
learning. He praised Chair

man Young and members
of the Florida delegation
for their commitment to
university research.
"Make no mistake
about it," said Petway. "Bill
Young is both architect and
construction foreman in
building an. impressive re
search house that identifies
and funds exemplary proj
ects. Every university in
this state knows and appre
ciates Mr. Young's support
for our agenda."
Commissioner Home
also attributed the funding
success of Florida's schools
to the changes made three
years ago in restructuring
the State University Sys
tem's Washington office
and instituting system-wide
and individual university
projects that are prioritized
and consolidated.
"We now offer onestop shopping," Home
said. "Our priorities are
crystal clear, and this effort
has paid big dividends.
Three years ago our univer
sities competed with each
other for limited resources.
Through university part
nerships, we are showcas
ing what it is that Florida
does best. These funds will
help us in our pursuit of

Healthcare

• Forty-one percent of panics, and 25.5 percent for
African-Americans and 25 Native Americans and
continued from pg. 1
percent of Hispanics see Alaska Natives.
That was the conclu
The report shows that
racism in health care as a
sion of a report issued
major problem; only 16 80 percent of those polled
February 6 by the National
percent of Whites share listed healthcare as a major
Conference for Community
problem facing the nation,
that view.
Justice, a human relations
• Almost two-thirds of ranking it higher than a
organization, and Aetna
all Whites -63 percent -say possible war with Iraq and
insurance company. The
people of color receive the the unemployment prob
survey, "Racial and Ethnic
same quality of medical lem.
Disparities in Health Care:
It shows that both
care as Whites; 59 percent
A Public Opinion Update,"
of African-Americans say Blacks and Whites agree
was conducted for the
they receive a lower quali that being able to afford the
group by Princeton Survey
ty. Hispanics are sharply cost of health insurance
Research Associates.
divided, with 44 percent and necessary medical care
The issue of healthcare
saying they receive a lower is their top health care con
disparities is receiving
cern. Sixty-six percent of
quality of care.
broader attention from the
• When asked whether Blacks and 60 percent of
medical community. The
receiving health care was a Hispanics see it as a major
National Medical Associa
problem for people like problem, while 57 percent
tion, based in Washington,
them, 21 percent of Whites of Whites feel that way.
D.C., has held numerous
Last year, the Institute
replied no while 45 percent
panel discussions on the
of Blacks and 34 percent of of Medicine issued a report
Subject in recent years. A
Hispanics responded in the that stated, "A large body
three-day forum will be
affirmative.
of published research re
held March 10-12 in the
According to the Cen veals that racial and ethnic
nation’s capital as part of
sus Bureau, 10 percent of minorities experience a
the National Managed
Whites do not have health lower .quality of health
Health Care Conference.
insurance, compared to 19 services and are less likely
Among the findings of
percent of African-Ameri to receive even routine
the recent study:
cans, 33.2 percent of His medical procedures than

important grants at NIH,
NSF and the Defense and
Homeland Security depart
ments."
Home also noted that,
in addition to the multi-uni
versity projects, significant
funds over the past two
years are designated for
agriculture research at UF,
environmental and energy
projects at UWF, FAMU,
FGCU, New College and
FIU, naval research at FAU
and USF, and defense,
space and technology proj
ects at FSU, UCF, USF,
FAMU, UNF and UF. Med
ical research is funded at
USF and FAU, and UCF
and USF share new nation
al center designations for
transportation research.
UNF is leading work in
statewide school readiness
implementation.
The state's 11 public
universities have prepared
and submitted to the SUS
Washington office innova
tive and diverse projects
that affect national issues
and priorities. Home and
the universities are also
pushing for 11 system-wide
projects that tap expertise
throughout the state's fami
ly of public universities.

are White Americans."
The recent research in
cluded questions about
who should solve the in
equity in health care.
"Looking at the an
swers to this question by
race and ethnicity, there are
disagreements, principally
focused on the role of gov
ernment versus the role of
the patient," the study says.
"For White Americans, the
government, doctors and
patients each are men
tioned by more than one in
five.
"But for African-Amer
icans and for Hispanics, the
government is mentioned
as the necessary regulator
by more than two in five.
The two minority groups
are somewhat less likely to
single out doctors as they
key players and they are
both half as likely to men
tion that patient themselves
can have the principal role
in assuring equality of
healthcare."

Gantt’s Book, I Talked About the
Beast, Wins Endorsements--------TALLAHASSEE - At
last! The long awaited
book by Lucius Gantt, edi
tor of The Gantt Report, is
now available to the pub
lic!
Lucius Gantt's
"I
Talked About the Beast" is
a collection of editorial
columns by Florida's most
outspoken and controver
sial opinion writer. It also
contains Black community
photos and cartoons.
"My book represents
the feelings and attitudes of
Florida's oppressed and ex
ploited black masses," said
Gantt, a current columnist
in numerous Black news
papers, including The
Weekly Challenger.
"I have written the
words that most of my peo
ple are afraid to speak,"
Gantt explained.
He is a former writer
for The Atlanta Journal,
The Washington Post, The
Tallahassee Democrat and
The Associated Press.

"I Talked About The
Beast" is recommended by
Gov. Jeb Bush and other
elected officials, including
Daytona Beach City Com
missioner Charles Cherry,
Leon County Commission
er Bill Proctor and several
members of the Florida
Conference of Black State
Legislators.
Talking about the
book, Gov. Bush said, "Lu
cius Gantt takes provoca
tive stands on tough issues,
which is why I like reading
him. He has been one of the
most consistently original
voices in Florida politics,
and he never fails to make
me think. All aspiring opin
ion writers can learn from
his work."
Representing the Na
tion of Islam, Minister Ray
Muhammad said, "As a
young Minister studying
from the Honorable Louis
Farrakhan, Lucius Gantt,
from my
experience,
speaks from that common

vein of Truth, which is crit
ical for the success of
humanity as a whole.
"Too many times,
blacks and whites have
been too afraid to say what
they mean and mean what
they say; not so with Mister
Gantt. Whenever you are
around him, before it's
over, you will know where
he stands, and be forced to
reflect on your position.
"Of all our great black
leaders, Brother Gantt re
minds me most of Harriet
Tubman in that he is guid
ed by a Love so great it
removes fear, and is filled
with the determination to
see his people free, regard
less
of
the
cost,"
Muhammad added.
"I Talked About the
Beast" contains articles
written over a period of
about 25 years. It has chap
ters on politics, social af
fairs, international affairs,
religion, sports and rela
tionships.

I am so proud of this
book," Gantt explained.
"Anyone who is interested
in the true story of love,
hate, money and politics in
the black community has to
get a copy to' read and to
share with friends and fam

ily."
If you would like a
copy of "I Talked About the
Beast," contact publisher
All Worl Consultants, Post
Office Box 2071, Tallahas
see, Florida 32316, or con
tact Lucius Gantt by e-mail
at lbgantt@aol.com.
Copies of "I Talked
About the Beast" are $15
each. To get an auto
graphed copy, send $20 (in
cludes postage and han
dling) to the address listed
above.
Everybody who enjoys
reading The Gantt Report
will love the new book
written by Lucius Gantt.
The book will be available
in fine bookstores nation
wide on March 15, 2003.

On February 21, 1961, Otis Boykin, Inventor, patented the Electrical Resistor, patent number

U.S. 2,972,726. He is responsible for inventing the electrical device used in all guided missiles and
IBM computers, plus 26 other electronic devices including a control unit for an artificial heart
stimulator (pacemaker). He began his career as a laboratory assistant testing automatic controls
for aircraft. One of Boykin's first achievements was a type of resistor used in computers, radios,

television sets, and a variety of electronic devices. Some of his other inventions included a variable
resistor used in guided missiles, small component thick-film resistors for computers. The innova

tions in resistor design reduced the cost of producing electronic controls for radio and television,
for both military and commercial applications. Other inventions by Otis Boykin also included a
burglarproof cash register and chemical air filter.
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Thanks to folks all
across the state, the

Ronda Lottery has been
able to contribute more

than $ 12 billion to
help support education
initiatives since 1988

Money that sends
tomorrow's leaders to
college today on

Bright Futures Scholarships.
Funds that go to

everything from better
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books to newer
technology in our public
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of millions of dollars in

bonds for new school
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822-3741
by Hugh Clay Paulk
Ships are usually
given feminine names.
Countries
are
also
thought of as feminine.
Americans of European
descent usually refer to
their country of origin as
"The Mother Country."
Except one. Which?
Germany. It is called
"The Fatherland." Castro
calls
Cuba
"The
Fatherland," too.
What, according to
The Economist is "the
most popular song ever
written"?
Irving Berlin's White
Christmas, with more than
300 million records sold.
What, according to
Parade, is the most fre

quently performed pop
song in history?
Yesterday, written by
Paul McCartny in 1965. He
shared the credits with
John Lennon, as they did
on all their Beatles songs.
Who owns the title to
the song now?
Michael Jackson. He
bought ATV Music, which
included the LennonMcCartney songs, for
$47.5 million, outbidding
McCartney.
What is the best-sell
ing album in history?
Michael
Jackson's
Thriller. By 1995, it had
sold 24 million.
Second,
Fleetwood
Mac's Rumours.
What was voted the

greatest pop song of all
time by a poll of British
songwriters and music
critics?
Bruce Springsteen's
Bom to Run. It beat Bob
Dylan's Like A Rolling
Stone.
What song is sung
more than any other song
in the world?
"Happy Birthday to
You." (Source: back of
package containing the
prize inside a Cracker Jack
box.) Incidentally, "Take
Me Out to the Ballgame,"
which contains a reference
to Cracker Jack, is also
sung by an awful lot of
people.
Whom does Time call
the
most
influential

American artist of his
generation?
Bruce Nauman.
What
do
Bruce
Nauman
and
Cindy
Sherman have in com
mon?
They were selected by
Art News as among the top
ten living artists.
Why did Napoleon
pose with his hand inside
his coat?
According to Bob
Snibbe, founder of The
Napoleonic Society of
America, the artist asked
him to, because the hand is
so difficult to paint.
Who
was
the
youngest author to have a
book on The New York
Times Best-Seller list?
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Anne Frank, 14. The
Diary of Anne Frank is the
best-selling autobiography
ever written. No other
comes close. Since 1952, it
has been translated into
fifty-five languages and
has sold more than twentyfive million copies.
Who
was
the
youngest American to
make the List?
Norman Mailer, at 25,
with his first book, The
Naked and the Dead. He
said, "I determined from
the outset to hit the longest
ball ever to go up into the
hurricane air of American
Letters."
The oldest? George Bums,
92.
Where was Norman

Mailer's father born?
South Africa.
Who was "the great
est practitioner of one of
America's original art
forms, the comic strip"?
George Herriman, cre
ator of Krazy Kat. His fans
included Picasso, e. e. Cum
mings, and Woodrow
Wilson, who read the strip
to the members of his cabi
net.
I do not remember
when or where I obtained
the information above, but
it is definitely out of date.
George Schultz outstripped
him, by far.
What was the greatest
biological discovery of the
20th century?
The "Double Helix,"

the basic chemical of
heredity. The discoverers
were James Watson and
Francis Crick.
What was "surely the
greatest achievement of
nature to date"?
"The invention of the
molecule of DNA. We have
had it from the beginning,
built into the first cell to
emerge, membranes and
all, somewhere in the
soupy water of the cooling
planet three thousand mil
lion years or so ago. All of
today's
DNA,
strung
through all the cells of the
earth, is simply and exten
sion and elaboration of that
first molecule." Lewis
Thomas, in The Medusa
and the Snail.

What is the most
ambitious state-funded
project in American his
tory?
The
Erie
Canal.
Construction started in
1817 and was completed in
1825. It would be horseoperated and would have to
raise and lower boats near
ly 600 feet. Soon after it
was completed, the cost of
shipping grain from Lake
Erie to the Atlantic dropped
from $100 to $10 per ton.
New York City, the fourth
biggest port in U. S., soon
eclipsed Philadelphia to
become number one.

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

SPORTS
Local Planner Determined To Make
Fox Sports Net Florida Announces
Devil Rays Shuttle A Success--------2003 Tampa Bay Devil Rays Telecast
BAY- Some "We'll just have alleviate groups there this year, as 2nd. The Roadtrip will
Schedule--------------------------------------------------- peopleTAMPA
think he's wasting the objections, and bring well as the younger fans originate from Ferg's
Network To Televise 75 Regular Season and Two Spring Training Games
SUNRISE- Fox Sports
Net
Florida
today
announced a comprehen
sive 77-game cable telecast
schedule for the 2003
Tampa Bay Devil Rays sea
son, including an expanded
75-game regular season
lineup and two exclusive
Spring Training match
ups..
Fox
Sports
Net
Florida's Emmy Award
winning
coverage
of
Tampa Bay Devil Rays
baseball begins on Sunday,
March 9 live from Progress
Energy Park as the Rays
host the New York Yankees
(1:05pm). Fox Sports Net
will also televise the Rays'
Spring Training match-up
on Tuesday, March 18 as

the team hosts the Atlanta
Braves (1:05pm).
Fox Sports Net's cover
age of Rays baseball
increases from 64 to 75
regular season cable tele
casts in 2003 and gets
underway Opening Day,
Monday, March 31 at
7:15pm when Lou Piniella
leads his new team against
the Boston Red Sox. The
complete schedule features
37 home and 38 away
match-ups with highlights
including 10 games against
Derek Jeter and the AL
East champion New York
Yankees, 11 match-ups
with Nomar Garciaparra
and the Boston Red Sox,
and two meetings with the
2002
World
Series

Champion Anaheim An
gels. This season's inter
league match-ups include
road games against the
Chicago Cubs and Houston
Astros and home games
against Atlanta, Cincinnati
and Pittsburgh.
Calling the action for
Rays games for the sixth
consecutive season on Fox
Sports Net is the broadcast
team of Dewayne Staats
and Joe Magrane. With
nearly 30 years of broad
casting experience, Staats
provides play-by-play for
all Rays television games.
A 10-year veteran of Major
League Baseball, Magrane
returns for his sixth season
providing color analysis
combined with his trade

mark sense of humor. The
duo will also share respon
sibilities this season as
hosts of RAYS ON DECK,
the pre-game show tele
vised prior to each game on
Fox Sports Net.
Fox Sports Net Florida
will produce a total of 140
Rays games for cable and
broadcast television in
2003. Producer/director
Hastings returns for his
sixth season with the team
and 22nd season directing
live professional sports
events. Fox Sports Net
Florida's Rays coverage
team received a 2002
Emmy Award for outstand
ing achievement in cover
age of a live sporting event.
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his time. Others think he's
finally gone off the deep
end. A few think he may
have run out of hair
brained ideas. And then
there are those who think
he's just got nothing better
to do until the NFL starts
again in the fall...
Never
the
less,
Michael Reid has this
belief that there are actual
ly true baseball fans in the
state of Florida. Not only
baseball fans - but DEVILRAYS baseball fans. The
only problem is - No one
has ever asked them to
come pay the Trop a visit.
That is - until NOW.
Widely known around
popular area sports hang
outs and on radio sports
talkshows as the "RoadDog," Reid, President of
MLR Entertainment, Inc.,
believes he finally has put
the pieces of the puzzle
together. He believes he
can remove all the excuses
he's heard over the years on
why people refuse to travel
to Tropicana Field to attend
Devil Rays' games. "Over
the years, we've all heard a
few, but that one about 'It's
too far to travel all that way
for a game' has been the
one that amazes me. If we
can get over 900 people to
drive to St. Petersburg to
board three Charter Planes
for San Diego, I'm sure get
ting some of them to go
about five miles further
down the same road to the
Trop shouldn't be a huge
problem", jokes Reid.

the Show to them".
Reid is currently in the
finishing touches of what
will be "Devil Rays
Express"
Motorcoach
Excursions from various
parts of the Bay Area and
Central
Florida
to
Tropicana Field. "I've had
this belief that folks would
gladly come to the Trop if
only there was an efficient
and cost effective vehicle
in place to get them there. I
think we may finally have
something that will appeal
to interested individuals
and groups from Tampa,
Brandon, Pasco, Polk and
Manatee Counties, to even
as far as Ocala and Palm
Coast", says Reid.
Aiming to partner with
various area sports bars
and restaurants, Reid seeks
to "seek out" interested
baseball fans where they
live, and offer "Turnkey
Ticket and Transportation
Packages" from various
parts of the State to the
Trop. Reid believes start
ing from a familiar location
will make it that much eas
ier to encourage individu
als as well as groups and
organizations to enjoy
many games this season.
"The goal is to bring the
Party to them, and we'll
come get them", says Reid.
"With the advent of this
year's
'Silver
Rays'
Campaign mentioned at
this weekend's FanFest,
hopefully this could be an
additional compliment to
getting scores of senior

who would rather let some
one else handle the hassles
of driving and parking for a
very reasonable price."
Although only a select
number of gariles have
been currently selected,
Reid is open to all inquiries
on as many games as there
is a demand. In addition,
they also have prepared a
number of All-inclusive
TurnKey Packages for
already established groups
or organizations interested
in preparing their own out
ings and wishing to let
someone else handle the
details. "Let's face it. Just
like the Bucs a few years
ago, there are plenty of
transplanted fans in the
State still loyal to the teams
the Rays will play against
this season, so we offer
anyone with an affinity to
specific teams a chance to
join us as well. The best
part of it all is that for base
ball fans who have a com
mon interest - whether for
the Rays or the opposition it will give an opportunity
as individuals or as a group
to come together and enjoy
an outing in comfort and
style, and not have to
worry about anything other
than having a good time,"
says Reid.
Reid's Premiere Out
ing, affectionately being
hyped as the "NY vs. FL
All-Sports Showdown",
begins with the Devil Rays
traveling to Legend's Field
to play the NY Yankees in
Tampa on Sunday March

Sportsbar, located on
Central Avenue directly
across the street from
Tropicana Field, in St.
Petersburg and depart at
approximately 11:00am.
The following Sunday
March 9th, the same teams
will play again, only th6
Roadtrip will depart from a
location in Tampa to
Florida Power Park for the
Yankees to visit the Devil
Rays. Between those two
games, on Friday March
7th, Reid will also be pro
moting
an
additional
Roadtrip to Orlando for
those interesting in watch
ing the NY Knicks take on
the Orlando Magic in
Orlando. "Although it ini
tially sounds more like a
'Snowbird's Paradise*
1, we
are looking for the Florida
teams fans to be well repre
sented as well", says Reid,
a native New Yorker. In
addition, Reid seeks indi
viduals interested in possi
bly serving as hosts and
hostesses for various
excursions throughout the
year. "Although I may be
nicknamed the 'RoadDog',
I can't be everywhere, so
we are definitely interested
in looking for some fun
people with an interest in
joining us."
For Brochures and
additional information, you
can reach Reid at 813-9889264,
by
email
at
RoadDog482@aol.com, or
by their website at
http://members.aol.com/ro
addog482/letsgo.html.
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NATIONAL NEWS
MBC Launches Nation’s First 24-hour
News Channel for African-Americans
MBC News to Bring News, Public Affairs Programs to Urban
Communities
NEW YORK - The
Major Broadcasting Cable
Network (MBC), the na
tion’s only African-Ameri
can owned and operated
cable network, recently an
nounced that it is unveiling
"MBC News: The Urban
Voice," the nation’s first
24-hour African-American
news channel.
Prominent
attorney
Willie E. Gary, who is also
the chairman & CEO of
MBC, made the historic
announcement at a press
conference last week fol
lowing the Cable Advertis
ing Conference in New
York City. Among those
appearing with Gary were
MBC board members and
principals, including box
ing champion Evander Ho
lyfield, former baseball star
Cecil G. Fielder, entertain
er Marlon Jackson and
broadcast veteran Alvin
James.
"A 24-hour black
owned and operated news
channel will bring news
from a different perspec
tive to urban communities
across the country," said
Gary. "This is a major
breakthrough in television
news. MBC News will
have a tremendous impact
by broadcasting the posi
tive aspects of AfricanAmerican culture, which
are too often ignored by
other networks."
African-American lea
ders and celebrities ap
plauded the announcement.
"For the first time,
African-American leaders
will have their opinions
broadcast to our people
without any filtering," said
the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson.
"This will open up new
lines of communication to
black communities, and it
will empower our commu
nities."
MBC has recruited a
minority partner, Florida’s
News Channel, to assist
with the infrastructure for
the news operation, includ
ing production and distri
bution.
"MBC will have total
and complete control of the
news content, including the
reporting, gathering and
editing of the news, and we
will help get the news out,"
said Bob Brillante, manag
ing partner of the Florida
News Channel. "Our com
bined talents and technical
knowledge will produce a
quality newscast that will
be a great benefit to the
African-American commu
nity, and will attract adver
tisers who want to reach
that community."
On average, about 70
percent of African-Ameri
can homes tune into televi
sion during primetime,
compared to 61 percent of
white viewers. However,
MBC News will be the
only broadcast or cable

L-R: Dick Parsons, Chairman & CEO AOL/Time Warner; Willie Gary,
Chairman & CEO MBC; Rev. Jesse Jackson
photo by E. Lee White

outlet to offer comprehen
sive news and public af
fairs programming focused
primarily on the AfricanAmerican community.
It was through the suc
cess of MBC, now avail
able in some 24 million
homes and 2,400 cities,
which first brought to light
to demand for program
ming that attracts AfricanAmerican viewers.
"During the past' four
years, MBC has quietly
built a strong foundation,"
said MBC Executive Vice
President Travis Mitchell.
"We have purposely not
been chasing headlines,
instead focusing on build
ing our distribution and
viewer base. Now, we are
ready to expand. MBC
News has been meticulous
ly planned, and we are now
ready to execute that plan."
Gary noted that one of
America’s great injustices
is the manner in which
African-Americans
are
portrayed on television and
in films - two of society’s
most powerful communica
tion mediums.
"We are changing that
by offering positive im
ages," Gary said. "It began
with the MBC Network,
which has been up and run
ning for four years now.
Our flagship station focus
es on wholesome, family
entertainment without neg
ative images of AfricanAmericans. Now, MBC
News will have an even
broader mission. We will
take the news of the day
and show it with a black
perspective. Everyday we
will let black communities
know why news develop
ments throughout the globe
are important to them. We
will provide them with
information that will enrich
their daily lives."
Moreover, Gary said

all of MBC’s investors and
board members, from en
tertainer Marlon Jackson to
heavyweight boxing champ
Evander Holyfield and
baseball star Cecil Fielder
are committed to making
MBC Network and its 24hour news station a suc
cess.
"We all recognize the
tremendous opportunity we
have to project positive
images of African-Ameri
cans and our communi
ties," Gary said. "It’s a step
that can change many per
ceptions in our society.
Providing quality televi
sion programming to Afri
can-Americans is a crucial
mission. This is the next
step. This is our new civil
rights struggle, our fight
against the stereotyping
that creates negative im
ages of black people.
Breaking down the barriers
preventing the projection
of positive images will
make it easier for black
culture to be understood,
and in turn, that education
will bring people closer
together in America. This is
an opportunity to make a
monumental change in our
society, and the way blacks
are perceived."
Broadcast veteran Al
vin James, an MBC board
member, said news re
ceived by African-Ameri
cans is largely filtered
through network news or
ganizations controlled by
corporate giants.
"Do those news execu
tives understand what news
is important to AfricanAmericans? No." James
said. "MBC will provide
news that black people can
relate to - news and infor
mation that will help turn
renters into homeowners,
that will provide health tips
on how to deal with dis
eases like diabetes, heart

disease and sickle cell ane
mia that prematurely end
lives. MBC News will em
power and educate view
ers."
Rev. Jackson suggested
the creation of MBC News
will motivate more Afri
can-Americans to partici
pate in the political proc
ess. "MBC News will give
a platformtto bJack palitical, civic and?- religious
leaders, allowing them an
opportunity to articulate
their views on crucial is
sues," Rev. Jackson said. "I
fully expect that when Afri
can-Americans hear, and
better understand, some of
the important issues of the
day, more people will be
drawn to the polls to vote.
Even a slight increase in
voter participation by Afri
can-Americans can influ
ence elections and public
policy."
Marlon Jackson, who
sits on the MBC board and
is a former member of the
legendary Jackson Five,
called it a monumental
achievement for AfricanAmericans to own and op
erate a news network.
"For decades, AfricanAmerican
entertainers
fought for the right just to
be on camera in meaning
ful roles," Marlon Jackson
said. "Now, we are control
ling the cameras. MBC
News can shine the spot
light on the many, many
achievements of our peo
ple. This is very exciting,
and it can be a turning
point for our nation. For the
first time, an AfricanAmerican news operation
will report, edit, package
and present the news 24hours a day. This will have
a tremendous impact on
how African-Americans
are perceived."

On February 05, 1900, U.S. Rep. Jefferson Long, elected from the state

Bush Announces New $300 Million
Mentoring Program for Disadvantaged
Children-------------------------------------------------Defense Secretary Joins President Bush for USA Freedom
Corps Celebration
WASHINGTON-U.S.
Secretary of Education Rod
Paige recently joined Presi
dent Bush to celebrate the
first anniversary of the
USA Freedom Corps and
unveil a new, $300 million
mentoring program for the
Education Department to
help match disadvantaged
children with caring men
tors who can help them
find hope and opportunity.
The announcement was
made at the Boys & Girls
Club of Washington, D.C.
"President Bush is
committed to engaging all
Americans in service to
their neighbors and their
nation," Secretary Paige
said. "One of his priorities
is to make sure our children
- especially disadvantaged
ones - have positive, adult
role models in their Eves,
people to whom they can
count on for compassion,
guidance, advice and sup
port. This $300 million in
vestment will help us to
connect even more of our
children to strong adult
mentors."
The president an
nounced that he will invest
$300 million over three

years in a program at the
U.S. Department of Educa
tion to support the develop
ment,
expansion
and
strengthening of exemplary
mentoring programs for
disadvantaged
middle
school students in order to
cultivate mentors for these
young people.
These new funds will
be used as grants to nation
ally affiliated, youth-serv
ing organizations and inde
pendent community and
faith-based organizations
that will link one million
students with disadvan
taged backgrounds to adult
mentors through schoolbased programs. The pro
gram will build on the
Mentoring for Success Act
passed as an amendment to
the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001.
The Department of
Health and Human Ser
vices (HHS) will manage
another three-year, $150
million program to help
100,000 children of prison
ers find adult mentors.
HHS will work with the
U.S. Department of Justice
and a network of other
agencies to offer grants to

nationally affiliated, youth
serving programs, as well
as independent community
and faith-based organiza
tions, to support school and
community-based mentor
ing programs.
Both programs are part
of President Bush’s com
passion agenda, which he
highlighted during this
week’s State of the Union
Address.
Grantees of both pro
grams must fulfill the es
sential features of success
ful mentoring programs:
screening and matchmak
ing, orientation and train
ing, and ongoing support
and supervision. And the
grantees will be rigorously
evaluated according to
their outcomes both in
terms of inputs (volunteer
hours, youths served) and
outcomes for youths (aca
demic achievement, school
attendance, juvenile crime,
and the avoidance of risky
behaviors, such as sub
stance abuse).
In addition to these
new investments, President
Bush also announced that
he has formed a new Presi
dent’s Council on Service

and Civic Participation
modeled on the President’s
Council on Physical Fit
ness and Sports. At the
event, he introduced the
first members of the 25member council who
include: entertainers, ath
letes, retired elected offi
cials, business and media
leaders, leaders of nonprof
it and volunteer service
organizations and commu
nity volunteers.
Darrell Green, former
Washington Redskins cornerback, will serve as the
chair of the council, and
retired Senators Robert
Dole and John Glenn will
serve as honorary co-chairs
of the council.
The council will over
see the creation of a nation
wide recognition program
called the President’s Vol
unteer Service Awards.
The awards will be given to
millions of individuals en
gaged in a variety of volun
teer services who have
made a sustained commit
ment to service over the
course of a one-year peri
od.
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Mormen Realty &
Development Inc.
a Full Service Real Estate Office

Announces its affiliation with

Rose Ford

Rose Ford

Rose can assist you in satisfying your
Real Estate needs.
Charles W. Cherry, Sr.

Call Rose at 727-327-0184

Realtor

Vivian Harmon
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or contact
Mormen Realty & Development Inc.

of Georgia, died in Washington D.C. Long was the only candidate inter
ested in running for the 60-day term and he was duly elected.

1427 22nd Street S. • St.Petersburg, Florida

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Caribbean: Jamaica and Barbados Reject
Proposed Union------------------------------------ —
by Peter Richards
PORT OF SPAIN-Ef
forts by at least two Carib
bean leaders to get political
union back on the region's
agenda were recently
blunted, even as the re
gional integration move
ment (CAR1C0M) was
celebrating 30 years of ex
istence.
Jamaica and Barbados
distanced themselves from
the initiative first raised by
Trinidad and Tobago Prime
Minister Patrick Manning
last year and quickly en
dorsed by his St. Vincent
and the Grenadines coun
terpart, Ralph Gonsalves.
Manning used the opening
of the CARICOM Summit
there a few weeks ago to
reiterate his position, say
ing his administration was
prepared to hold negotia
tions with any country
interested in forming the
political union.
"We can dilly-dally no
longer," Manning told his
fellow leaders, "ln point of
fact, we cannot afford to do
so. I am convinced that my
Caribbean colleagues will
not cower before a right
and proper challenge," he
added.
Last year, the Trinidad
and
Tobago
leader
broached the idea of con
federation of Barbados,
Trinidad and Tobago and
Guyana, but gave no details
on the proposal.
Gonsalves, delivering
the inaugural speech in a

lecture series sponsored by
CARICOM to mark its an
niversary
celebrations,
went even further, arguing
that political union provid
ed the region with the op
portunity to shake off "the

bleak past of yesterday and
become optimistic for
tomorrow."
Failure to seize the mo
ment would see the Carib
bean within 50 years work
ing out "an associate status
with the United States or
Europe", warned Gonsal
ves. "We would be offered
some variant of the Platt
Amendment of early twen
tieth-century Cuba or some
benign, or not so benign,
twist to the current Puerto
Rican model. If we re
mained independent, it
would be in name only."
The Platt Amendment,
adopted shortly after the
Spanish-American War,
gave the United States con
trol over the military and
diplomatic affairs of newly
independent Cuba. Puerto
Rico became a quasi
colony. It is now a com
monwealth but not inde
pendent.
"Within 50 years we
would be voting in a refer
endum to determine our
status in relation to the
United States or Europe,"
Gonsalves told his audi
ence, asserting that policy
makers in Washington
were, already asking, "Are
the countries of the Carib
bean viable political and
social entities in the new
millennium?"
Established in 1973,
with four members, CARI
COM now groups 15 coun
tries including Haiti and
Suriname, making it the
second longest surviving
regional integration move
ment after the European
Union (EU). CARICOM
Secretary General Edwin
Carrington lauded the
group's success at the Sum

mit. "In a wide variety of
fields, such as trade and
economics, health and edu
cation and foreign rela
tions, we have seen prog
ress, admittedly not nearly
as much as we would have
hoped for."
"Also we have weath
ered many storms and tra
versed many a rocky road,
which many a developing
country groupings have
not," he said. It appears the
region's nations still face
miles of rough road, having
been slowed by the global
economic downturn fol
lowing the Sept. 11, 2001
attacks on the United
States, which particularly
hurt the pivotal tourism
industry.
They also appear vul
nerable to global trade de
velopments, including a
World Trade Organization
(WTO) complaint launched
earlier this month by Brazil
and Australia against EU
sugar subsidies that, if suc
cessful, would also deliver
a blow to the Caribbean in
dustry.
Sugar supports about
500,000 people in the re
gion and is among the top
three export earners in Ja
maica and Guyana.
While Jamaican Prime
Minister P.J. Patterson also
saluted CARICOM for "the
nurturing of our democ
racy, the creative talents of
our people and their proven
resilience, the endurance
and maturity of our region
al institutions and our col
lective responses to a vari
ety of political, economic
and social issues," he want
ed nothing to do with the
proposed political union.
Using the analogy of

cricket, Patterson sought to
further distance himself
from the attempts to resus
citate any form of 1 union.
"Jamaica will not be caught
out on a non-ball," he said,
adding that the country
regarded CARICOM as a
"community of sovereign
states" and itself intends to
remain sovereign.
"For those countries
which want to form a union
of a political kind, we not
only accept their right so to
do, but we will encourage
and support them in what
ever'way possible in mak
ing those, intentions a real
ity," said Patterson. "Jamai
ca does not contemplate
becoming part of a political
union."
It was Jamaica's 1962
decision to quit the West
Indian Federation that end
ed that previous experi
ment in union. At the time,
Kingston appealed to an
economic argument to quit
the federal experiment,
saying it feared that it
would have to carry the
burden of the smaller and
more vulnerable states.
This time around, the argu
ment has more of a political
ring to it.
The 'Trinidad Express'
newspaper said in a recent
editorial that given the
strong anti-federal senti
ment that remains in Ja
maica, "it would be politi
cal suicide for Mr. Patter
son to adopt any other posi
tion."; Barbados Prime
Minister Owen Arthur has
likened the call for political
union to "a song with an
exciting melody, but no
lyrics."
While the region had
developed
appropriate

structures of governance,
"one of the issues we have
to grapple with is how we
can improve the structures
to be able to give effect to
the concept of political in
tegration that we have, be
cause in political terms, we
are a community of nations
who reserve the right to be
sovereign states," said Ar
thur. "The notion of pro
ceeding to another different
form of integration has
been posed," he added.
"Our position in Barbados
is that those who are seek
ing to put this new concept,
have a responsibility to
give us a concept paper."
One reason the West Indian
Federation failed, said
Arthur, was the difference
of opinion over its concept.
"Those who don't learn
from history will repeat the
mistakes of history," he
added.
The prime minister
said he would be interested
in a political union only if it
was shown that it would
improve the existing insti
tutions of CARICOM and
offer new development op
portunities. With Barbados
and Jamaica out, it remains
to be seen if the union will
get off the ground or go
down as another failed attempt at Federation.
And as the 'Express'
observed, given the failure
of regional leaders to im
plement various decisions,
"it is not clear that Mr.
Manningk-’drive f«rpoliti
cal union can survive the
inertia bedeviling the
regional grouping."
GOD BLESS
AMERICA

FBI Plan to Count Mosques Stirs
Protests-------------------------------------------by Yemisrach Benalfew
NEW YORK-Human
rights groups are alarmed
over plans by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) to collect informa
tion on Arabs and MuslimAmericans in the United
States. "It is absolutely re
ligious profiling," said
Monica Taragi, director of
the New York office of the
Arab-American Anti-Dis
crimination Committee, in
a recent interview.
Heads of the FBI's 56
regional offices received a
six-page questionnaire ear
lier this month asking them
to compile data about their
regions, including the num
ber of mosques, flight
schools, charity groups and
"vulnerable assets" (dams,
bridges and nuclear plants)
in order to establish h better
picture of the populations
and possible terrorism tar
gets in each region, accord
ing to Newsweek maga
zine. The information
would be used to direct
counter-terrorism
re
sources and set goals for
each office as part of a lar
ger overhaul of the FBI,
'Newsweek' reported.
Describing the FBI

directive as "very flawed
and extremely problemat
ic," Taragi said that "it is
creating the attitude among
the American public of
making a distinction be
tween the Arab and Mus
lim Americans and other
Americans, and sending
the message that Arab and
Muslim Americans are to
be feared and questioned
on religious grounds,
which will lead to the poli

cy of internment."
Human Rights Watch
(HRW) Director Jamie
Fellner condemned the FBI
policy, saying that "the en
tire Muslim community in
the United States should
not be presumed guilty of
links to terrorism simply
because of the religious be
liefs of some terrorists."
"This is as offensive as
counting Christian church
es on the assumption they
may harbor abortion clinic
bombers," Fellner added in
a press release.
According to HRW, an
FBI spokesperson told the
U.S.-based group that the
bureau wanted to count
mosques to help prevent
hate crimes. The bureau ar
gued that the knowledge
would help it decide how
to apply scarce anti-terrorism resources and identify
vulnerable sites.
"This is not politically
correct, no question about
it," said an FBI official in
the Newsweek report. "But
it would be stupid not to
look at this, given the num
ber of criminal mosques
that may be out there."
The policy will "en
courage agents to infiltrate
mosques and other houses
of worship", said the
Amercan Civil Liberties
Union in a statement. "The
mosque-counting scheme
virtually guarantees this in
vasion," added civil liber
ties lawyer Dalia Hashad.
Recently, FBI Director
Robert Mueller told the
Senate intelligence com
mittee that "FBI investiga
tions have revealed Islamic
militants in the .United

States, and we strongly
suspect that several hun
dred of these extremists are
linked to al-Qaeda."
A 2001 survey counted
1,209 mosques in the Unit
ed States, more than 60
percent of them founded in
the last 20 years. There are
an estimated 6.7 million
Muslim Americans. Some
40 percent are AfricanAmericans, 30 percent are
of Arab origin and 30 per
cent are from South Asia,
including Iran. Three mil
lion Arab Americans live in
the 50 states.
Other security meas
ures that have targeted
Muslims and Arabs here
since the terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001 include
"voluntary" questioning of
thousands of Muslim non
citizens by the FBI and the
re-registration of men from
certain Middle East and
Asian countries by the Im
migration and Naturaliza
tion Service (INS).
Hundreds of Muslim
non-citizens were detained
without charges after 9/11
while the FBI investigated
them for possible links to
or knowledge about terror
ism. Some recent activities
against these groups by the
Justice Department - indef
inite detention, roundups,
and the use of secret evi
dence to build court cases are comparable to the in
ternment of 110,000 Japa
nese Americans during
World War n, Taragi said.
The Muslim community
feels shock, fear and sad
ness for being targeted this
way, she added.
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and Andre (Wanda) Mit
chell, both of St. Peters
burg; Douglas Lamar,
Bowling Green, FL, and
Paul (Tracy) Mitchell, Jr.,
Orlando; and several other
relatives
and friends.
McRae Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

CLARK, KANGHA
K„ 37, died February 14,
2003. Survivors include her
husband, Gregory R. Clark,
Sr.;
two
daughters,
Shauntavia and Janay
RUTLEDGE, HAR
Clark, both of St. Peters
VEY D., 79, died February
burg; two sons, Gregory
17,2003. Survivors include
Clark, Jr., and Marcus his wife, Helena R.
Clark, both of St. Peters Rutledge; two daughters,
burg; her father, Paul Gwendolyn Weldon and
Mitchell, Sr., St. Peters Essie Davis, both of
burg;
three
sisters, Philadelphia; one son,
Lawanda Mitchell and Harvey Rutledge, Jr.,
Pamela Gibbs, both of St. Philadelphia; one step
Petersburg, and Veronica daughter, Corliess (Her
(Derrick) Proctor, Dale bert) Davis, St. Petersburg;
City, VA; four brothers, one
sister,
Rebecca
Paul R. (Mary) Mitchell IH Jackson, Evanston, EL; one

adopted
sister,
Mary
(Theodore) Ross, Jackson
ville; two aunts, Allie
Wiley, Clearwater, and
Velita Sims, Atlanta, GA;
one uncle, James (Jessie)
Harvey, Ft. Lauderdale;
several grandchildren and
great grandchildren; and
several nieces, nephews
and
cousins.
McRae
Funeral
Home,
St
Petersburg.

“The Lord is great and is

An Easy Way to Pay

to be highly praised; His

In Advance For Your Funeral

greatness is beyond

understanding.” Yes, that's right, there

Psalms 145:3

is an easy way to pay
for yOur funeral and

PRAYER
HELPS

IRFHEN LIFE
KNOCKS YOU TO
YOUR KNEES,
YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSI
TION TO PRAY!

A Full Service Firm
Robert C. Young
Funeral Director
Since 1975

1005 Howard Street
(Comer So. Greenwood Ave.
& Howard)

Clearwater, FL

442-2388

Serenity Funeral Home, Inc.
GIVE GOD
WHAT'S
RIGHT, NOT
WHAT'S
LEFT.

Family Budget Plan $1,399.00
(Cloth Casket - Grey or Blue)
Traditional Burial $2,199.00
(20 Gauge Steel Caslcet)
Elite Servlces/Deluxe $3,599.00
(18 Gauge Steel Casket)

The average funeral costs much less today than most people
think. However, in the future, an average funeral will cost
more.
If you pay now, your funeral is fully funded and won't pose a
financial burden to those left behind.

Affordable monthly payments are available to suit your needs
and your budget. You choose the payment plan you want and
if you relocate - your plan goes with you.
Don't delay ...

Call or Write to us today
to learn more about
funeral planning.

Plans do not include: Minister, Flowers,
Police Escort, Programs, Grave Space
or Cemetery Services

Elder Leon Lavell Thomas, Sr.

A Full Service Parlor

have peace of mind."

Young's
Funeral
Home

Founder/Executive Director

• Professional Staff • Casket Display
• Cremations • Urns Available
832 N.E. 5th Street (Hwy. 44), Crystal River

1-866-564-1408 • 1-352-564-1408

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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MiL-Spec PAINTER - FOR PRECISION MACHINING CO. 1 ST SHIFT, 40+ HRS. PER WEEK. MUST HAVE PAINTING
EXP. ABILITY TO MAINTAIN V.O.C. LOG. APPLY IN
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osteoarthritis of the knee can slow you
down, affecting your quality of life, if you

are at least 45 years of age and have
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930 722 356

osteoarthritis of the knee, you may qualify

to participate in a clinical research study of
for

osteoarthritis. Participants will receive studyrelated

medication,

compensation

exams,

(813) 244-7388

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

HAVE A
NICE DAY

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life»Health»Dental»Vision
Disability»Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

WANTED
PERSON WITH TRANSPORTATION
To deliver The Weekly Challenger each
Thursday to home - business subscriptions.
Excellent chance for the right person to have
their own route.

CITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG
Employment Division
Office is Located at
One 4th St. N., 4th Floor
Mon., Wed., Fri. Only
www.stpete.org

CALL - 894-3294 FOR DETAILS
Competitive Wages

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

WRXB RADIO STATION IS
SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

AD DEADLINE
IS 4:00 P.M.
MONDAY
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medication
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Section 8 Housing
3,4,5 Bedrooms For Rent
in St. Petersburg & Gulfport

On Dental Services

9000 68th Street North
Pinellas Park, FL 33782

Executive Assistant - Provide assistance directly to the Courts
Administrator in the performance of interagency liaison and admin
istrative functions in support of the judiciary and administrative
divisions. Req. BA or 4 yrs of administrative exper. Salary $1,252
biwkly + bnfts, Position located in Clearwater.
Senior Secretary - Office support for court program representing
children in cases alleging abuse or neglect. Drafts correspondence,
types and edits reports, maintains activity records, assists volun
teers. Req. HS and 3 yrs secretarial exper. Must possess excellent
typing skills. 1 full-time position in mid-Pinellas ($11.41 hourly +
bnfts) and 1 half-time position in New Port Richey ($11.20 hourly
+ bnfts). Applicants must indicate FT or HT on application.
Court Applications ONLY by March 7. Available at:
www.jud6.org
Criminal Justice Center, 14250 49th St. N., 2nd fir, H-wing (HR
Dept.), Clwr
Old Historic Courthouse, 324 S. Ft Harrison,
Rm. 102, Clwr.
501 Building, 501 1st Ave. N., Rm. 729 (Alt. Dispute), St. Pete
Court Administration, Rm. 219, West Pasco Judicial Center, 7530
Little Rd., New Port Richey
EOE AA Drug-Free Workplace. Any person with a disability
requiring a special accommodation to participate in the application
process should call 727-453-7164.

The aches and pains associated with
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£very ©ay is

H. & S. SWANSONS’ TOOL COMPANY

administrative office of the courts
6TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Osteoarthritis^

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

&HHA./CNAS
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Pinellas Park, fl 33782, fa
hac@HeipAChiidinc.or
lE0E_________
________

For more information,
contact Gerald Syrkett
At 727-893-5438
Crack Cocaine Kills People and
01 XX
T •
Shatters Lives

A Unique Profession!!

tides FREE Prescription. Wj

.3-P

I cessful grant writing and fun
raising program. Degree i

PAR provides substance abuse and mental
health services for families who receive
cash assistance or are low income farmlies. Services are offered at no cost to
individuals and are confidential. Services
are available to adults and children.

(FL License Required)

www.africanaonline.com

80%

Experienced Mill Operator, must be able to follow process
instructions, inspect their own parts, hold close tolerance dimen
sions, and maintain the set up. Immediate opening for 1st and
2nd shift. Please apply to Larry Gipperich.
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Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

African American
History For
Students And
Teachers On The
Web.

SAVE UP TO

C.N.C. MACHINIST

www.toonari.com

social service, private nor
profit.Exp.developing,implt
menting, and managing a sue

OPF RATION PAR

RNs, LPNs

u^botiui

Toonari Web Dev.
Presents:

448

and

for time and travel.

327 509.841

Call Mon-Fri for more information

GET
INVOLVED!!
Do you have 8
hours a month to
share? Help
decide how to
spend money for
HIV/AIDS serv
ices by j oining
the Ryan White
Care Council.
Call #727-2177070 for more
information.
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Your
ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20) Problems with colleagues are likely.

Your mate could get on your nerves if he or she backs you into
a comer or puts restrictions on your time. You're in the mood to
get out and visit friends. Try looking into new ways to make
extra money.
TAURUS (Apr. 21- May 21) Hassles with your boss are sure to
erupt if you speak your mind. You should consider getting your
whole family involved in a project at home. Try to bend but by
no means should you give in completely. Try not to skirt issues
if you think you'll hurt someone's feelings.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Avoid confrontations with cowork
ers who aren't pulling their weight. Your willingness to help oth
ers can and will lead to fatigue if you don't learn to say no. New
romantic partners may put you in the limelight. Someone’may
be trying to damage your reputation.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Deceit with coworkers is apparent.
You are better off visiting friends or relatives than entertaining
at home. Don't get involved in idle chatter that will hurt your
position. Consider making residential changes; either moves or
renovations could payoff.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Don't let your partner start any arguments.
Passion should be redirected positively. Opportunities will come
through behind the scenes activities. You may find that you are
a little lucky this week. You might find that a coworker has been
two faced.
VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) You may not have the same ideas
when it comes to what you both enjoy. Take a look at the possi
bilities of starting a small part time business with friends or rel
atives. Get help setting up a reasonable budget. Look into ways
of making extra cash. Your philanthropic contributions will
bring you praise.
LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) Try to keep your opinions to yourself.
You must make sure that all your personal documents are in
order. Your practical approach to life may charm someone who
has been observing you. You can make excellent investments if
you are in the right place at the right time.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) Changes regarding your career
direction will pay off handsomely. Opportunities to go out with
clients or colleagues will be in your best interest. You may be in
love this week, but who knows what tomorrow may bring. Try
to be patient and understanding.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) You will have to watch out for
minor health problems related to stress. Difficulties with chil
dren will surface if you try to break a promise you made. Plan
to visit friends or relatives. Be aware of deception when it
comes to your position, and be sure not to jump to conclusions.
CAPRICORN (Dec22- Jan. 20) Keep an open mind when deal
ing with youngsters. Property deals look good. You will have no
problem getting along with clients. First find out if they're mar
ried
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) You can make rewarding con
nections through the organized groups you associate with. Catch
up on overdue paper work. Do not let others in on your plans if
you want things to run smoothly. Offers of joint ventures are
likely.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) You may have personal problems, but
professional duties might be pressing. Ignore colleagues who
appear to be going in circles. Don't count on getting any help
from those you live with. Brunch, a long walk or a quiet dinner
will secure your position in the relationship.

Patients currently taking medicine
to treat their High Cholesterol
needed for a clinical trial.
If so, and you are at least 18 years old, you may qualify

for a medical research study to test an investigational

medicine to treat High Cholesterol.
Benefits include study medication, study-related physician
visits, lab work and reimbursement for time and travel.

Call Mon-Fri for More Information

727.343.4706
6010 Park Blvd, Pinellas Park, EL

RESEARCH

Goodwill
Affordable Housin
Did you know GOODWILL has affordable barrier-free housing
complexes with HUD-subsidized rent In your area?
Freedom Village, Pinellas Park
(727) 541-6620
Apartment living for people who are 62 and older or have physical disabilities

Freedom Village, Clearwater
(727) 443-6799
Apartment living for people who are 62 and older or have physical disabilities

Freedom Village, Tampa
(813) 831-6988
Apartment living for people who are 62 and older or have physical disabilities

Heritage Oaks of Palm Harbor
(727) 787-0792
Apartment living for people 62 and older

Heritage Oaks of Ocala
(352) 854-15(5
Apartment living for people 62 and older
Disability must be doctor-documented and
income limits applied for housing availability.
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